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GCC raviews security, boycott 

DUBAI (R) Gulf Arab leaders held talks on Tuesday on security 
vnmgrmems in the region but did not finalise plans to triple a joint 
defence force. oRiciab said. ‘*The leaders also discussed the s ec urity 
issue frein all its angles including developing the Peninsula Shield 
(joint-fefcc),-" Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Secretary General 
Sheikh FahimBen Sultan A1 Oasimi said after talks in Riyadh. Sheikh 
Fabiffl sud the issue had not been finally approved, the Emirates 
News Agency (WAM) quoted him as saying. The GCC leaders 
diKusaed the Arab boycott of Israel and the possibility of maintaining 
Tt: sources at the 14lh ummit said. A decision by the leaders on 
whether to mamtain the sanctions would be announced at the proper 
thne. the Omani News Agency quoted Sheikh Fahim as saying. He 
provided no other details. But summit sources said GCd f^oreign 
nintsteis bad recommended their countries abide by an Arab League 

dectsion suting that die lifting of the embargo depended on a 
comprehensive raddle East peace settlement. 
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Israel, PLO meet 
again amid reports 

of compromise deal 


King, Assad 
exeha^e views 

' AMMAN (Petra) — His 
M^lesty Ki^ H nssci n Tne»- 
day eontected Syrian Presi> 
de^ Hafez Al Amad over the 
pboat and views 

vritb him mi varioos interna- 
tional and re^onal bsnes, 
partkalariy die latest de- 
vriopmeirts in the Middle East 
peace process. 

*ne two leaders stressed 
the need for Jordaniaii -Syrian 
Goordhiafiou to^nnify posi- 
dOHS vis-n-vB the pence pro- 
cess in tbe context of support 
Cor a nnifiad Arab posidoo 
and Arab causes and rights, 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said. 

In Damascus, meanwhile, 
President Assad nnd ftfnrww 
President EBas Hrawi held 
talks. 

Mr. Hrawi and Idr. Asaad 
wmeco>^uriiigtlieGrkses- 
sioB of the two conatries* jfrint 
sapresne conncil. 

Also {Htsent were Syrian 
Prime MnistCT Mahmoud A] 
Zoidii and Parliament Spcak- 
er Abdel Qaddm Qaddonra, 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Haffic Hariri and ParUament 
Speaker Nabih Bcrrl 

TVvo Shiite guerrilias 
kilied in Lebanon 

SIDON (AFP) — Two guerril- 
las from die Shhie militia Amal 
were killed Monday in firc- 
figbts wkb- Israeli soldiers and 
their -surrogates the South 
Lebanon .Airny (SLA), Amal 
said in a statement here. Pro- 
Syriaq Amal S^tiiets attacked 
an Si^'- p^'rioo .at .Atoaji 
' Sfaunialiye.'in the centre df the 
Israjeli **secuTity zone*-' in 
southern Lebanon, with atitp- 
matic weapons, anti-tank rock- 
ets and mortars, Amal said, 
trigger^ a ftrefight. An SLA 
^kesman had earlier said two 
of its men were hurt in an 
engagement at Tallus in the 
western sector of the “security 
zone." Israel on Sunday 
attadeed the Hirimllah militia 
in southern Lebanon. 

Hungarian 
parlhunent approves 
cabinet 

BUDAPEST (AFP) — The 
Hungarian partiameot Tuesday 
accepted former Interior 
hfinister Peter Boross as prime 
minister, and adopted his gov- 
ernment programme with a 201 
to 1S2 majority and five ab- 
stentions. Boross. 65. is to 
replace Jozsef Antall, who 
died Dec. 12 at age 61 of bean 
failure following leng;thy treat- 
ment of lymphatic ^and can- 
cer. The vote, broadcast live 
on Hungarian television, 
needed a angle (50 per cent 
plus one vote) majority, or 192 
votes in the 3^strong 
legislature. 

Sinn Fein seeks taiks 
with Britain 

BELFAST (R) — The p^i- 
dent of the Irish Republican 
Army's political wing 

called Tuesday for direct talks 
with Britain and Irriand on 
what be caDed contradictions 
in . every element of their 
NtHtbem . Ireland peace plan. 
“There is a need for direction 
and uncotiditional i^alogne if 
we are to move forward on all 
these issues,*' Sinn Fein leader 
Geny' Adams told his first 
news conference since the plan 
was unveiled last Wednesday. . 
Mr. Adams complained of 
ambiguities ^on every issue in- 
volved,** in the' p^age of 
constitutional printiples fin- 
ish Prime Minister John Major 
and his Irish counterpari 
Albert Reynolds launched six 
days ago. 

Lockerbie attackers 
must be brought to 
Justice— Clinton 

Washington (afp) — 

The Li^ns accused of blow- 
ing up a U.S. airliner: over 
Salted five years ago must be 
bfou^t to justice. President 
Bill Unton said Tuesday at a 
'.^ndbreaking for a memo- 
rial toBie^TO victims. “Onthis 
da)^ five years ago Pan Am 
Flight 103 was torn from the 
sky over the hills of Lockerbie, 
SttdandJ* Mr. Ctinton said. 
“Our nation will never stop 
pursuing justice against those 
who caused it." Mr. Clhnon 


PARIS (Agencies) — Israel 
and Palestinian negotiators 
were to meet in Paris late 
Tuesday for talks to overcome 
differences blocking Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho. 

French foreign ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque. 
quashing earlier repoi^ the 
talks might be held outside the 
capital, told reporters: ‘T de- 
finitely say Paris." 

The Palestinian delegation 
was headed by Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee member 
Yaser Abed Rabbo who said 
before leaving Tunis that his 
Israeli counterpart would be 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
and Ae talks would probably 
last a day. 

Reporters were barred from 
Paris' Orly airport VIP lounge 
when Mr. Abed Rabbo and 
three aides arrived to be 
whisked away by police to an 
undisclosed ^stination. 

Sources close to the talks 
said Mr. Peres would arrive in 
the late evening and a first 
■meeting might not begin be- 
fore 11 p.m. (2200 GMT). 

Palestinian and diplomatic 
sources smd in Tunis the PLO. 
and I^el bad 'reached ^ 'basis 
for compromise on controlling 
border crossings, one of the 
tou^iest obstacles in the nego- 
tiations. But they emphasis^ 
that there were still problems. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat has already approved a 


compromise agreement on the 
border crossings, the diplomats 
said. 

This compromise was 
reached during secret weekend 
talks in Sa^borg. Norway, 
one of the diplomats said. Mr. 
Arafat endorsed it Monday af- 
ter the PLO team returned to 
their Tunis headquarters, the 
diplomat said. 

The PLO-Israeli areas of 
agreement and disagreement 
at the weekend meeting were 
summarised in a four-page 
paper written in English a^ 
dated Sunday. It bore no signa- 
tures. The first section dealt 
with border crossings, the 
second with Jericho. 

According to the paper, the 
PLO and Israel would share 
control at the two main cros- 
sings which link the Gaza Strip 
to Egypt and Jericho to Jor- 
dan. These are the areas where 
a gradual turnover of control 
from Israel to the Palestinians 
is supposed to start, in accord- 
ance with the Sept. 13 peace 
accord the two sides signed in 
Washington. 

The four-page paper, which 
was seen by an Associated 
Press reporter, gives Israel foil 
resporBlbiiity for foe external 
securi^ of the West Bank arid' 
Gaza during an interim period. 
But it gives Palestinian police a 
wide range of responsibilities 
at foe crossing points. No time 
frame was providing for foe 
arrangement. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, who 


headed the Palestinian team at 
the weekend talks in Norway, 
confirmed the authenticity of 
the paper. 

But he added: “It only 
suiotnbrises fraints of agree- 
ments and disagreements." 

The diplomats and the paper 
said the key differences be- 
tween Israel and foe PLO cen- 
tre on how much land Israel 
would relinquish to Palestinian 
control around Jericho. The 
PLO wants 210 square 
kilometres. Israel only wants 
to give up 90 square 
kilometres. 

The fopiomais said foe PLO 
and Israel agreed to create a 
mechanism to facilitate the en- 
try and exit of people to Gaza 
and Jericho. 

According to the diplomat 
and foe four-page paper, this is 
how the border crossing would 
operate: 

— Palestinians from Gaza 
and foe West Bank and Palesti- 
nian visitors to the two zones 
would pass through a PLO 
police control point before en- 
tering an Israeli check point. 
— >^ile Palestinian travelers 
are at the PLO checkpoint 
Israeli police would monitor 
them and. their traye-4 
documents with electronic 
equipment. 

— The Israelis would have 
the right to veto entry or exit. 
They could also order physical 
searches at random. 


(CMitmued on page 10) 



Ardiaedogists at work at the she ci an andMit cfanrch in Petra 


Ancient scrolls found near 
ruins of Petra church 


By Suhair Obeidat 
Spedai to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A number ot 
texts in Byzantine Greek and 
probably late Arabic scripts, 
wbidi could shed light on the 
history of the late Arab 
Nabateans, have been unco- 
vered in Petra, Minister of 
Tourism Mohammad Adwan 
said Tuesday. 

"These new findings are 
equally important as to the 
fomdus Dead Sea (Qumran) 
scrolls and they are the first 
of their kind to be fouud in 
Petra,' Dr. Adwan told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

According to Pierre Bikai, 
director of the American 
Centre of (Cental Research 
(ACOR), which is conduct- 
ing the Petra excavation, 
"these scrolls, most prob- 
ably, are the documents of 
the area inhabitants in the 
fifth and sixth centuries.*’ 

Tbe texts, in foe form of 
papyrus scrolls, were found 
in the area immediately adja- 
cent to the Byzantine Church 
after two months of excava- 
tion conducted by AC^R 
wth the support of the Mini^ 
try of Tourism and Anti- 


quities and financed by a 
grant from the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID). 

Excavations in 1992 and 
1993 uncovered mosaics in 
the aisles of foe church, and 
the current dig which pro- 
duced foe scrolls is being 
conducted in areas flanking 
the basilica in advance of a 
protective shelter to be built 
over the site, according to a 
statement by ACOR. 

Originally measuring some 
30tm long and p>erhaps some 
5-8 cm in width, foe scrolls 
were apparently carbonised 
in a fire which destroyed the 
superstructure of the adja- 
cent church and affected the 
area of the building complex 
where foe scrolls were kept. 
ACOR said. 

The scrolls, ACOR said, 
were found crushed under 
and between the charcoal re- 
mains of the shelving on 
which they had been stacked 
and beneath nearly four 
metres of stone from the su- 
perstructure of the building 
as a result of an earthquake 
in A.D. 551. 

“Because of their flattened 


and carbonised structure, foe 
number of scrolls found had 
yet to be determined," said 
ACOR, which estimated that 
at least 40 scrolls may be 
separated. 

A committee of interna- 
tional experts is now being 
assembled to undertake “this 
delicate and demanding task 
(of separating the crushed 
scrolls and determine their 
significance)." ACOR said. 

In addition to the scrolls, 
carbonised clasps, glass frag- 
ments, small bronze chains 
and burned wooden discs 
were recovered from the 
charcoal matrix. “This indi- 
cates that the scrolls were 
originally roiled around a rod 
fitted with end-caps and were 
stored in textile ‘sleeves' and/ 
or wooden boxes with inlaid 
glass decoration." ACOR 
said. 

“Only when these carbo- 
nised papyri are separated, 
conserved and carefully un- 
wrapped can the script be 
identified and understood.” 
ACOR said. 

“Until that time foe signifi- 
cance of the texts remains 
tantaiisingly unknown." 



Rescue teams sift tfaroogb the rnbWe on Tuesday for vktinis ct 
Monday's explosion at foe Fafamge Party headquarters in Beirut 
(AFP photo) 

Falange HQ blast 
‘setback for Lebanon’ 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A 
huge blast that wrecked the 
Fa^ge Pai^ headquarters in 
Beirut, killing thrM people 
and wounding 130, is a setbwk 
to Lebanon's attempts to erase 
the scars of civil war, analysts 
said Tuesday. 

They said it had shaken the 
country's image as a safe haven 
for international and Arab in- 
vestment ■— a theme the gov- 
ernment has been pusfamg by 
stressing that foe civil war of 
1975 to 1990 is over for good. 
The 250 kilogramme qomb, 
in a truck left in waste- 


land just behind foe two-stor^ 
building iu east Beirut's Sain 
district, blew ud shortly ^er 
nightfall on Monday as foe 
ri^t-wing party's politburo 
was in its weekly meeting. 

“This blast is a shock and 
will have repercu^ons on the 
political, economic and social 
ritnation in Lebanon," said 
one economic analyst who re- 
quested anonymity. 


‘Trust in Lebanon, which 
was undergoing repair, will be 
shaken, espeexaUy as to the 
security situation, according to 
which mveston d^de whether 
or not to invest," he said. 

lie blast, which brought 
down foe ceiling of foe meeting 
.room, kilied F^ana politburo 
member Antoine Baaklini and 
a civilian outside the building. 

Rescuers resumed clearing 
rubble on Tuesday and found a 
dead two-mootb-old infant 
buried under the ruins of a 
nearby house. 

“We thought we had moved 
from destruction to rebuild- 
ing.... foe government prom- 
ise foe war had ended ... but 
everything that was said, and 
everything we thought and be- 
lieved, evaporatea yesterday 
with the Falange house 
bomb," said foe newspaper Al 
Nafaar. 

The killer blast came almost 
(Continued on page 5) 


lAF in disarray 
after resignations 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
JoTtian Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A rift between 
hawks and doves within the 
Islamic Action Front (lAF) 
has resulted in foe resigna- 
tion of «x members of foe 
Front's executive committee, 
threatening to split the best 
oigwised and most powerful 
political party in Jordan. 

Led by ^ad Abu Gha- 
nimeh a maverick hawk and 
former Muslim Brotherhood 
spokesman, six of foe lAFs 
17-member executive com- 
mittee members resigned 
Monday night after a row 
broke out following Mr. Abu 
Ghanimeh's insistence that 
up to 300 new Muslim 
Brotherhood members be 
adnutted into foe lAF prior 
to foe election of a 120- 
member consultative council. 
Shura, scheduled for Friday. 

The lAF, the Muslim 
Brotherhood's political arm. 
was officially created after 
political parties were legal- 
ised in late 1992. 

“I resigned from the execu- 
tive committee ^er insults 
were hurled at me because of 
my insistence that up to 300 
new and qualified members 
be admitted into the lAF," 
Mr. Abu Ghanimeh told the 
Jordan limes Tuesday. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Ghanimeh seven of the 12 
members of the executive 
committee who attended the 
Monday meeting were in 
favour of admitting new 


members into the 2,000- 
member party. 

“We were seven in favour 
and five against. When the 
nay sayers saw they would 
lose they started insulting me 
and walked out of the meet- 
ing," Mr. Abu Ghanimeh 
said. 

lAF insiders say the 300 
would-be piarty members are 
“young and radical" com- 
pared to the present urbane, 
politically sensitised mem- 
bers who have -traditionally 
held the upper hand in the 
lAF and Muslim Brother- 
hood leadership in Jordan. 

lAF Secretary General 
Ishak Farhan adjourned 
Monday’s meeting before a 
vote was taken on the prop- 
osed inclusion of new mem- 
bers. Mr. Abu Ghanimeh cal- 
led Mr. Farhan's decision 
"undemocratic." 

lAF observers say that the 
new members could have tip- 
ped the balance in favour of 
more hardline elements with- 
in the Brotherhood move- 
ment and the lAF. 

After an lAF executive 
committee meeting Tuesday 
attended by at least one of 
those who resigned, foe party 
issued 3 press release in 
which it absolved itself of any 
wrong-doing and applauded 
its own decision to delay the 
acceptance of the 2(X) candi- 
dates in question. 

'There is no reason for us 
to accept so many new mem- 

(C op tmued on page 10) 


Settlers’ number up, 
but many may quit 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
Jewish settlement population 
in the occupied territories grew 
by 7.3 per cent this year, a 
settler group said Tuesday, but 
there are indications of a 
potential shift in foe opposite 
direction. 

A lawmaker with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
Labour Party said dozens were 
interested in moving out be- 
cause of plans for Palestinian 
autonomy. Newspapers said 
thousands have fc«en putting 
their homes on the market. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
settlement council said that as 
of Dec. 15. the Jewish popula- 
tion in these areas stocM at 
136,415 or 7.3 per cent higher 
than last year's figure of 
127.135. 

Government officials put the 
number at 120,000. Officials 
note that throughout Israel 
mumcipal authorities inflate 
the figures in a bid for more 
aid, particularly in the settle- 
ments where numbers are link- 
ed to the importance of their 
continued existence. 

The council statement added 
that since the start of the upris- 
ing in December 1987, the 
settlement population had 
risen 120 per cent, basing their 
figures on city tax records. 

Most of foe growth was in 
bedroom communities around 
Jerusalem such as Maalem 
Adumim the largest settlement 
with 19,870, up'from 16,757 a 
year ago. Some settlements 
more distant from main cities 
registered a drop. Kiryat-.Arba- 
near Hebron - site of repeated 
fatal clashes between Arabs 
and Jews-dropped to 5.900 
from 6,527 in 1992. 

In all Israel has built 144 
settlements in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Israel's draft budget for 1994 
calls for an additional S7 mil- 
lion outlay for settlements on 
the Golan Heights, president 
of the settlements coundl, told 


Israel Radio that the increase 
would allow 3.000 more 
Israelis lo move to foe Golan 
Heights before the next legisla- 
tive elections in 1996. 

“This increase w'hich is 
mainly for the construction 
budget is particularly signifi- 
cant now," Mr. Wollman said, 
referring to negotiations with 
Syria over an Israeli withdraw- 
al from the strategic heights in 
exchange for peace. 

He did not disclose the total 
Golan budget figure, but a 
housing ministry’ spokesman 
said the inaease was negligible 
and that it should not be 
accorded any political signifi- 
cance. 

Finance Minister Avraham 
Shohat in June adrised parlia- 
ment again.st making long-term 
investments on the Golan 
Heights. 

Some 12,000 Israelis live on 
the Golan in 33 settlements 
alongside 16,000 Druze resi- 
dents. 

The settler population 
growth came in the W'esi Bank 
and Gaza despite Prime Minis- 
ter Yicfoak Rabin's decision in 
1992 to cut government sub- 
sidies and other incentives and 
to freeze construction in foe 
occupied territories because of. 
peace talks. 

Labour legislator Yossr 
ICaitz said he has received . 
(fozens of appeals lately from ^ 
settlers in less religiously fieri' 
vent areas who are interested : 
in receiving government aid to ; 
move back into Israel. In all; ■ 
"be estimated as many as half 
the settlers may be interested' 
in leaving the occupied areas 
during autonomy. 

Mr. Katz introduced a bill 
cm Dec. 6 to compensate set- 
tlers who want to leave. The 
measure does not provide any 
cost estimates, tearing that to 
the government and parlia- 
ment finance committee to de- 

(Cootinoed on page 5) 


Zhirinovsky party 
wants power share 


MOSCOW (Agencies) Vladi- 
mir ZhirinoWky's ultra- 
nationalist Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) said Tuesday it 
wanted a governmental role, 
raising foe slakes in the game 
of political cat and mouse with 
Pr^idem Boris Yeltsin. 

Top party official Alexei 
Mitrofanov told journalists the 
LDP aimed to participate in 
Russia’s new government and 
had already held talks with 
Kremlin representatives. 

His comments, confirming 
earlier news agency reports of 
behind-the-scenes negotiations 
between the two sitte, came 
hours after Mr. Yeltsin de- 
scribed massive LDP gains in 
the Dec. 12 legislative elec- 
tions as nothing more than a 
protest by voters impoverished 
by economic reform. 

Mr. Mitrofanov said. 
“There have been talks be- 
tween foe Liberal Democratic 
Party and hi^ly-placed indi- 
viduals in (Yeltsin's) presiden- 
tial team." 

LDP leaders had met Tues- 
day to discuss “the prospect of 
entering government and the 
promotion of (our) candidates 
to foe most senior positions in 
the duma" or lower parliamen- 
tary house, he added. 

Mr. Mitrofanov said he 
favoured LDP participation in 
government, citing the youth 
ministry as a potential port- 
folio for foe party, while a 
possible LDP target in the 
Duma was the post of first 
deputy speaker, he added. 

“Negotiations are under way 
(but) that depends on the pres- 
ident." said Mitrofanov, who is 


responsible for communication 
and foreign affairs within the 
LDP's self-declared “shadow 
cabinet." 

The LDP has taken about 65 
of foe 450 seats in the .Duma, 
gains which have raised fears 
throughout the world of a nas- 
cent grassroots upsurge in 
aggressive Russian national- 
ism, and presented the pro- 
Yeltsin camp with an electoral 
setback it knows it cannot 
ignore. 

Mr. Yeltsin told the ITAR'- 
TASS agency that it was Rus- 
sia's “many poor people" who 
had voted for foe LDP. 

“They voted not for its lead- 
er or its programme, but in 
protest against poverty." the 
Russian president said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s remarks served 
as a warning to his reformist 
administration to take ^ps to 
ease widespread economic 
hardship. 

But they were also aimed at 
minimising Mr. Zhirinovsky’s 
personal political clout and 
erecting early defences to limit 
the LDP's sphere of influence. 

Interfax news agency earlier 
reported that Mr. Zhirinovijey 
held talks late Monday with 
Nikolai Medvedev, the' admi- 
nistration official in charge of 
relations with Russia's regions 
and territories whose role at 
the Kremlin seems to be grow- 
ing in importance. 

Mr. Medvedev declined -to 
give details on foe subject of 
the talks, Interfax said, while 
the Kremlin press service re- 
fused to confirm or deny 
whether the meeting had taken 
place. 
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Lockerbie probe mired in 
confusion 5 years after blast 


X^NDON (Agencies) — 

” 'latives of vicdins of ttn: Lock- 
J. 3 bie bombing gathered 
^ Tnoday to nm the fifth 
'• ‘afinivemiy of the attack, 
i >pain^y aware that emits 
probing the airliner blast 


p which mUed 270 seem further 
[|ftian ever from catrfring the 


ppevpetratois. 
I*" The blast oi 


•" The blast on Dec. 21, 1988, 
ivmmtd Pan Am Right 
•Ira at an aldtnde of 10 , (mO 
Hinetres, showering the S^- 
rtish village of Lodbubie with 
fblaaaqg wreckage. 

All 2S8 passengers and 
foew were kiiled, while 12 
^villageis died in bcnises set on 
m the falling debris. 
A:,..ln the eyes of me intema- 
ihpoal community, Libya has 
Jong been the main suspect in 
the atta^. 

f-.For almost three years in- 
testigators in London and 
’Washington have b^ intent 
^ forSag' TripoU to hand 
^er two Liby^ suroects 
'identified after li^OOO inter' 
^ews carried out in 54 oouD' 
%es. 

Libya has steadfrsdy re- 
%sted, prompting the united 
Nations Securi^ Connefl to 
}fmpoM progKSively tou^ier 
sanctions against the country. 

Libya rdhises to snnender 
sAbduI Baset A1 Mohammad 
fAl M^bari and A1 Amin 
iKhalifa phima for trial in 
Gotland or ' thd United 
IStates, where the plane was 
heading. 

-- Lawyers for the two men 
are wining to stand 
trial in a nentral oountiy. 

The United States has said 
if .would press for an embargo 
on Lib^ oil exports if h 
persists in refusing to surren- 
der them. 

i : But a newspi^ier leport 
Sunday that a witness 
h^ retracted a statement m- 
ncriminating Libya in the 


attack has given new impetus 
to suspicions that Syria or 
Iran may have been involved. 

A key early due for inves- 
ti^tors was the disooveiy 
amemg the wreckage of a 
fragment of an electronic de- 
fonator dreuit and direds of 
ijnthing in wfaich the power- 
fill semtex explosive had 
been wrapped. . . 

' friitial uiieories pointed to- 
ward Tehran, wtndi was sus- 
pected of ordering the bomb- 
mg as a revenge attack for the 
**accufontaJ” dipotiQg down 
'over the Gulf of an Iranian 
Aiibus carrying 290 by a U.S. 
warship. 

Invttt^tore at that time 
suspected the attack was car- 
ried out by Ahmad .fibril’s 
hardline R^pular Front for 
tiie Libration of Palestine- 
General Command .(PFLP- 
GQ, iriiich is based in Syria. 

Ad a^ysis of the fibres of 
the rfrtthing udiich had held 
the explosives then led Pplioe 
to Muta, where a Ubyu 
rqxirtedly managed to rois- 
ter a suifoase oontaimng ralf 
a kilo of semtex. 

The suitcase was then 
allegedly transferred onto 
Fli^t 103 at Frankfurt prior 
to its departure for New 
York. 

Investigators charged tiiat 
die fragment of circuit be- 
loQged to a tm of detonator 
w^i only Libya bad purch- 
ased. 

Key witness Edwin BoBier 
initiwy fold investigatois be 
was certain the timer used to ' 
detonate the Lockerbie bomb 
was among a batch he hmi 
saralied to Lil^ in 1985. 

Snt Mr. BoUier, who runs 
a small electronics firm in 
Znridi, Switzerland, tcrid the 
Sunday limes: “! remenfoer 
givuigjsanmlK to the electro- 
nic (race for the sale of milit- 
ary equipment at die East 


Gennan defence ministry... 
possibly the inquiry blanung 
Li^a will chai^.’' 
tne former East Gennan 
Stasi, or state seemity police, 
maintained close contacts 
vrith Mr. fibril's foction. 

Some observers now be- 
lieve the Jibrfl Grewp coold 
have contracted out the 
bombing to Libyan agents, 
who would - thus have been 
intermediaries radier than in- 
Sti^tOIS. 

l^iesday, a memory 
service was to be held in 
London's Westminster 
Abbey, and 270 candles lit in - 
honour of the victims. 

fim Swire, nokesman to 
the fomilies of Britiri) vio- 
timRj told the Sunday limes 
the revelations undermined 
the current case against 

^^said:' “The whole Lo^- 
erbie scenario is a hypocrisy 
created to mtenmtioiial poh- 
tical convenience,'* adding 
that full intemational in- 
quiiy” should be held to 
establirii tiu truth. 

The Sunday Times said the 
prosecution case against 
Libya “may now be on the 
verge of coQtqse.” 

In Berlin, Stasi files agency 
Spokesman Thomas Rosalia 
said: “We know that die Stasi 
had contacts to a large num- 
ber of organisations, indud- 
ing groups in die Middle 
East. But we cannot yet say 
whether they were involved 
in Lockertne." 

British officials, asked to 
react to the reports, said any 
new evidence should be 
handed immediately to police 
investigatuig the mid-air mas- 
sacre. 

They rifted through ^ 
toimes of wreckage which 
was scattered over the Scot- 
tish countryside in the seardi 
for dues. 


Ilia 

J)etained Americans linked with 

* * 

i%iascent Jewish terror group 


.[iei. AVIV (AP) — 3ix peo- 
ple, including at least three 
ip^erican men and one 
jpQBian, were jailed on suspi- 
ffiOD of hording weapons and 
inlaniiing attacks against 
'.ptebs, police said Sunday. 

Their arrests were seen in 
.Israel as a pre-emptive strike 
^tgainst Jewish mihtants seek- 
ing to organise an armed 
•foraerground that could 
fBfttiously jeopardise Arab- 
'•ilrkeli peace eftbrts. 
oi '‘These are groups tiiat have 
•iimg been mentally re^ to 
sedMuct terrorist activities 
4k»nst Arabs. Hie only reason 
they don't is because they are 
Ifiider surveillance," said Ehud 
^Eptinsak, a politied sdentid at 
‘Hebrew' University in Jeni- 
'dJehi. 

The cradulown followed the ' 
'arrest last month of. a militant 
ilibbi, Avraham Toledano, 
^u^t at Tel Aviv's Ben Gu- 
rib'd international airport 
t^ng to smuggle in gun parts, 
bj^b-making manuw, tele- 
and silencers from the 
Ijtifted States. 

{Ttbose arrested were all were 
supporters of the Kadi move- 
ment, founded by the late Rab- ' 
m-Meir Kahane before his 1990 
a^dssination in New York 

^f^Iice nabbed the six Friday 
and> an Israeli judge ordered 
tUdm held on suspioon of con- 
^ring to commit acts of tenor 
^binst Arabs, membership in 
^ unidentified illegal orga- 
nisation and illegal, possessicin 
o| weapons, said lawyer Larry 
Dpb. 
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He is defending two of the 
Americans, Mark Bliiestem, 
25, and Howard Friedman, 36, 
botii , from Philadelphia. Mr. 
Blne^in is a law student cur- 
rently studying at a seminary 
and Mr.. Friedman is a 
businessman. 

“He has no idea what hit 
him," Mr. Dab said about Mr. 
Bluestein, addmg that he had 
no criminal record. The other 
two Americaiis in custody are 
Lynne Sherry Haodleman, 41, 
fi‘om Miami, Florida and 
Aharon Weinstein,' 33, whose 
hometown was not immediate- 
ly available. 

Israelis Banidi Ben-Yosef, a 
native of New York City who 
has dual nationality, and Israel 
Fuchs were also jailed and 
their homes searched by 
police. 

The Kach movement .on 
Sunday condemned the detm- 
tions as a political iritdduiiit, 
and predicted police would 
eventually have to lei ihem go 
for lack of evidence. 

* “This is an unjustified poli- 
tical lynching. They are arrest- 
ing people only because of 
their opinions," said Kach 
leader Baruch Marzel. 

Three of the Americans 
were visited by U.S. embasty 
officials over the weekend. 
Embassy spokesman "Carl 
Chan refused to give any furth- 
er details. 

About 10 per cent of the 
130,000 Jewish settlers living in 
the occufned West Blank and 
the Gaza Strip are imimgrants 
from the United States. 
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Falange 

blast 

revives 

Beirut 

horrors 


BEIRUT (R) — A huge blast 
ripped into the bea^uaitexs of 
the Falan^ in Bonit kilGng 
two peofde and wounding 130 
and bringing bade memories of 
the horrors of IS years of dvfl 
war in Lebanon. 

Ihe 2S0-kQogramiiies bomb 
was placed in a track left in 
Wasteland behind the tw^ 
storey building in east Beirut's 
Saifi district. 

Security sources said it blew 
up on Monday shortly after 
m^tf^ as die party’s polh- 
buro was in its weekly meeting 

“This black inddent reminds 
the Leban^ of the ni^ts of 
riolence they lived dunng the 


Sabbah urges Israel 
to rethink its claims 


war and which* they thought 
became part of tne past," 
Falange-rnn Voice of Lebanon 


Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government has been 
under pressure to curb militant 
Jeirish settlers and some have, 
called for outlawing altogether 
anti-Arab groups such as Ka^ 
and Kabane-lives, which re- 
ceive the bulk of their funding 
from the United States. 

Mr. Sprinsak, an author who 
studied the Jewish settler 
movement, said there are only 
a few hundred activists in die 
anti-Arab orgaidsadons. 

“It is time to call them 
undergrounds," said Mr. 
Sprinsak, noting h does not 
take large numbers to foment 
ominous violence. “They could 
become a very important link 
in a snowball of violence," he 
added. 

Police are still investigating 
the murder of three Filesti- 
nians gunned down in a drive- 
tty shooting Dec. 10. A 
viously unheard of Jewish 
group called the sword of 
Darid took Fesponsibility for 
the slayings. 

The shooting took place 
near the West Bank town of 
Hdiroo and the setdement of 
Kiiyat Arba, centres of Jewish 
militancy. Israeli newspapers 
have blamed the phenomena 
on new “Jewi^ uodergrouDd$.”n 

A group by that name car- 
ried out bombings and riioot- 
ings against Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank in the 
early 1980s. It was broken up 
and its membeis jailed, but all 
have since been relea^. 


radio said. 

Rwifi is just off the ■ former 
“green line” zone whiefa di- 
vfoed Beirut into east and west 
rtnring Ae 1975-90 war. 

The cefling of the meeting 
room collaj^ed during the 
blast and blood stains the 
floor inside the builGhng. 

Polidmro member Antoine 
Baaklini died in ho^tal from 
severe wounds. A d^an out- 
side the bfrilding was also 
kflled. 

Hosratals put the number of 
wonndra at 130, of v4iom 70 
were Falange members. The 
rest were civilians wounded 
outside the building and in- 
dnded women and children. 

The txmb was the biggest to 
fait Beirut, striv^ to recover 
fr^ dvfl war, sinoe November 
1991 adien the administration 
building at tiie American Uni- 
versity of Beirut was destroyed 
in an attadc in whidi one ^r- 
son dieiL 

The explosion destroyed a 
small ho^ nearity, damaged 
sunounding buildings and 
wrecked several cars. It cat 
derM'dty lines and shattered 
s^ facades. Ten woriiers at 
the nearby port were slightly 
wounded oy flying glass; 

•iThe weddy pmimaro ses- 
Don was being chaired by 
Salah Mattar, the Falan«^s 
oldest meniher, as p^ <£ief 
Geo^ Saadeh and to deputy 
Mnmr Ai Hajj were abs^. 

“Jnst before we finished I 
heard a hnge blast and parts of 
die ceiling started coming 
down. 1 don’t know oriiat h^ 
pened after that,” Nfr. Mattar, 
still bleeifing Ircm a wound to 
head, told Reutos as he 
was treated at a hoqiital. 

Troops cordoned off die 
headquarters. Bomb experts 
moved in to investigate as res- 
cue wodreis using flashlights 
edeared rubble with their rare 
hands to look to trapped 
pemle. 

Ine right-wing Falange led 
the Qiiistians to most of the 
war. It opposes Prime Afinister 
Rafik AJ Hariri's gomnmeot 
but caTls for dialogue among 
the various Leban^ groups. 

“The message was recent 
and we read it with its fire and 
destruction,” said bfr. Saadeh. 
“It is a mrasage against tiie 
civil pe^ but our rqily is tiiat 
we reHsh saoifioe ]to this 
peace’s sake and have un- 
shaken inststence to continne 
the mardi.” 

“It's as if our party’s destiny 
is to pay the tax of war and 
peaqe,^’ said Mr. Saadeh, sriio 
received tdepfaone calls conde- 
mning the bomb attadc from 
President Elias Hrawi and 
several ministers. 

Interior Mhii^r Bechara 
Meibej said: “We are confi- 
dent mat this incident will not 
distorb Lebanon’s civilpeace.” 

Bomb attacks were frequent 
during the civil war, kdln^ 

Chilians anrf a e BMi naflng poh- 

tical leaders. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Monsignor Michel 
rabl^. the Latin Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, Monday said Israel 
must “relink” its claims to 
sole control of the Holy City 
, and share power with Palesti- 
nians and reli^ous leaders. 

The top-ranking Roman 
Catholic dergyman m the Holy 
T-awd said he believed Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
I^bin^ gQvermneat was reas- 
sessing its claims to all of the 
dty, ifldndisg the sector seized 
from Jordan in the 1967 war 
and “annexed.” 

“If Israelis want to tove 
peace they must rethink it, I 
thinif they are thinking but 
because of ^e public opinion 
thw cannot say axiything about 
it,'^ Monsignor rabb^ told 
foreign reporters. 

“ir they want reconciliation, 
if tiiey want Jerusalem as they 
want It, a city of God, a dty of 
reconciliation, they must 
chaif gs their mind.” 
Monsignor Sabbah, 59, who 
was bora in Nazareth and be- 
came the first Palestinian to 
serve in the post in 1988, was 
interviewed m the Latin Pat- 
riaxchate located in the old, 
walled dty of Jerusalem. 

In unusually candid remarks 
that come as Israel and the 
Vatican axe on the verge of 
estahiiehing formal diplomatic 
ties, Mosignor Sabbah said an- 


Monsignor Sabbah, wearing 
a large silver cross, said the 
Vatican-lsrael oormalisation, 
wfaich will be^ ^tb the rigi^ 
ing of a decI^tioD of princi- 
ples on Dec. 30, does not cover 
the future status of Jerusalem. 

As Latin Patriardi, Mmiag- 
nor Sabbah holds a senior rank 
in the diurch and his autho^ 
extends to Israel, the occu{ued 
lands, Cyprus and Jordan. 

He shares control with other 


churches over holy places sudi 
as the Chuxeb or the Holy 
Sepulchre, rite of the cnidn- 


xion of Jesus. There are about 
150,000 Chxistians in Israel and 
the occupied territories, less 
rhan half of whom axe Roman 
Catholics. 

In a Christmas appeal, Mota- 
. riguor Sabbah called on Israel 
to free 10,500 Palestinian pris- 
oners as a sign that it was still 
sincere about making peace. 

In particular, be said, Israel 
should free Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, the qnritua! guide of 
the Hamas movement. 

Monsignor Sabbah said he 
feared to the “unity” of tiie 
Palestinian people, who were 
frustrated by the failnre of 
peace to bring meaningto 
cfaanees on the around. 


tborityn Jerasaiem should be 
riiazed so that “everyone is 
master and no one obement or 
a servant to the other.” 

“Jerusalem belongs to two 
nations, two peoples, Israelis 
and Palestinians, and three xe- 
nons: Jews, Muslims and 
Cnristiaiis. So we most find a 
^leciai status to that which 
satisfies all tiiese parties,” he 
said. 

‘It could be capital for the 
Israelis anti for the Palestinians 
and the religious capital... for 
Christians, as well...,” he said, 
adding that religious leaders 
riiould have a say in efty goy- 
erament. 


loey are m toe same poa- 
tion of oonfrontation vdth sol- 
diers eveiy moment of the day, 
the prisoners axe still in prison 
and the general instabinty is 
growing,’^ be said. 

Monsignor Sabbah chastised 
Israeli and Palestine Libera- 
tion Oiganisatioo (PLO) lead- 
ers for foiling to keep their 
pledge to start imjdementiiig 
xfolestinian self-rale in tfae 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
re^on of Jericho on Dec. 13. 

“Our message to the leaders 
themselves is tty not to play 
with the sensitivities and the 
feelings of the petroie. Don't 
give prouuses v^ch you can- 
not give. 

“If you give promises, keep 
them. If you give dates, Imep 
up to tiie dates you giro.” 


War with Kurdish rebels 
taking toll in Turkey 


By Danid J. Wakin 

The Assodaiied Press 

LICE, Tkiikey — The govern- 
ment minister flew to tSe heart 
of the Kurdish rebellion zone 
to prod aim that tfae army has 
matters in hand. He flew by 
militaiy helicopter above roads 
tiiat have berame unsafe to 
travel because of guerrilla 
attacks. 

Guarded by dozens of sol- 
dieis with M-lfis. Neonettin 
Cevberi strode past an army 
tank at the mnddy landing pad. 
He came to bude op tiie mtrae 
of the k'M remaining townsfolk 
two months after a battle be- 
tween troops and rebels de- 
molished much of this remote 
town. 

“We are in control. Don’t 
follow empty ideolraies,” he 
told about lOO mostty elderiy 
men and wide-eyed children 
while soldiers in an armoiured 
penmmei carrier trained th^ 
wrapons on tiie road. 

Tra army has inflicted more 
damage on the rebels year, 

but control is still elusive in 
Turkey’s mountainous and 
pow sontiieast, where Kurdish 
Duhtaiits have waged a decade- 
lora war to sel^role. 

Gnenillas of tfae Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), number- 
ing about 7,000 by government 
estimate and more than 15,000 
by their own, have held the 
lemon virtually hostage. 

In recent months, tte war 
has emerged from a local con- 
flict to threaten the economic 
and social well-being of all of 
Turkey, a vital Western ally 
next door to the unstable Cau- 
casus states and the Middle 
East. Analysts say t^ war fr 
costing the government $6.6 


billion a year, and ethnic ten- 
sions have worsened. 

For years the government in 
Ankara treated me matter as a 
localised terrorist problem, 
fonoring donands from Kurds 
to lo^ autonomy and protec- 
titms for thdr l^guage and 
culture. Now the govonment 
acknowled^ it is wag^ war 
and has committed 140, Ow sol- 
diers to the fight. 

The guetrilla's increasingly 
harsh tactics — the murder of 
teachers and other civilians 
who do not cooperate — have 
alienated many of the esti- 
mated six miltion Kurds in the 
re^n and outraged tiie rest of 
the countty. Almost every 
week a soldier’s funeral 
comes the occasion for a rally 
against Kurds or the PKK, as 
the guerrilla group is unhreisal< 
ly known to its Kurdish jni> 
tials. 

Kurdish nationalism does 
not appear widespread outride 
the r^on. About half of Tur- 
key’s 12 minion Kurds are inte- 
mated into Turkish society. 
The Kurdish regfoo covers not 
only Turkty but parts of Iraq, 
Iran and Syria. 

But the government's crack- 
down has provoked criticism, 
too. 

The militaiy eampaign has 

led to civtiian deaths and 
brou^t daiffls of such eoveni- 
meut abuses as ftmatSe eva- 
cuations of villages, beatings 
and destruction of homes. 
Police have dosed a pro-PKK 
newspaper and detained 
lawyers who represent rebel 
syn^thiseis. 

The goverameot says exces- 
ses are punished, and it denies 
the rights of Kinds are syste- 
matically violated. 
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Jordan Valley ^ 

Yesterday's bigb tcmperalures: An>- 
man IK. ^aba 2(1. HumkUiy rcacKiigs: 
Amman 57 per cent. Aepba 51 per 
ccni. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hkham Kan ‘an 7vn27A 

Dr. Walid AI Masil 67.S4K3 

Dr. Arafal AI Ashhob tffiSO? 

Dr. Mohamnad Shuqair 652fiM 

Fintspharmacy 661912 

Fenkms pharmacy 77X336 

AIAsenta pharmacy A.17U55 

Namukb pharmacy M3672 

At Salomphannacy 63673U 

Yaeouh poarnucy 644W 

StmcMni pharm^ 6376611 

NainHijh ptEirmacy 611672 

Najib pharmacy X47632 


mfitD: 

Dr. Mobamnud AI Hilu 
AI Ouds pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hnssafai Alllaj 


Khalifdi pbaniacy WSJJ7 

EMERGENCIES 

FoodCaiKrolCealrc .637111 

Ctvil Dcicnoi Dcpaniacnt 661 II I 

Civil Defenee ImmediMe 

Rescue lUrWl. 

Civil Defence Ememeney 199 

Rescue Pdicc 192.621111.637777 

Ftrc Brigade XVI22S 

Blood Bank 77SI2I 

Highway Police 8^Q 

Trams POliec H96 jHII 

PaMicSecurinDcpaniapii (d032l 

HolelCom^ints nnsian 

Price Com^nb 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complims M97467 

Amnao Mimic^tily 

Complainu 7X71 1 i 

Telephm Infonnalkui 

((Drcaoryassiaanoc) I2t. 

OveiscasCalk 01(03(1 

Central Amman Telc|dim 

Repairs 6231(11 

AbdanTclepe^Repain ....i66||U| 

Jordan Tdevision 773III. 

Radio Jonbn 774111 

V/Mer Aiithori^ 6Wii(fO ' 

Jordu Ekarkily Aoih<^y ... Xl^l5 
EIccirie Power 

Company 6.163X1 


RJ Right InfcmnaticTn (4^5320(1 

Queen Alia Inti. Aiipon (M-332nU 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
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AUMi Mateniiw, J. Amn., 
Jdml Amman huicmiiy.... 

Maltaas.J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmcisaiii 

Shoiesmni Hcapilal 

Unnershy Hospiial 

Al-Mitashcr Hospiial 

The Islainie. Abdali 

Af-AhLAbdali 

Ualian, AI>Muhajrcen 

Al-Bashir. J. Aahrarreh 

Anny.fMarka ,. 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amai Hospiud 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gevi, Hospital 

Zanja Nalional Hospiial .. 

IhnSiaHouNUl 

AI Hikim Maim Homilai 

BBD: 

PriiKCB Baona Huipital 

Cmek Caibefe HosMal 

Urn AI Nafccs Huqnul 

AQ4BA: 

macosHajaHospinl .......... 
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FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tennlnal lj 

EsW Aqaba (RJ) 

•SzM Duhui.Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

WsW Jeddah (RJ) 

09:1S Lamaca(RJ) 

16:38 London (RJ) 

16:4$ .... New York. Aiiniicrdani(RJ) 

IfcSa IsUnhul(RJ) 

I7;2S BnBsch. Paris (RJ) 

18:88 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

ILIO Frankfun. Vienna (RJ) 

fS:10 T(icnntu.Mnntrcal(RJ) 

18J8 Reme(iU) 

21:88 Roinc(RJ) 

22:10 AqatNi(RJ) 

23:45 Cairo(RJ) 


.. (03)314111 


Other Plights (Terminal 2) 

85:85 Roinc(AZ) 

•WS ftiro (6f(S) 

Jeddah (SA) 

Iiu8 Sanaa (lY) 

12:25 AhuIMnhi.Dolia(GF) 



NEWS IN BRIEF 



Kuwait declares two-day weekemi : 


KUWAIT (AP) — Government oflktes- and - buks win . be 
taking a two-day weekend beginniog in the new year, pM» 
reports said. Most Islamic countries . curtmtiy-tBaintain a 
one-day weekend on Friday. The independent newi^a^r AI 
Qabas quoted the head of the riyil service office, AbcfoT Anz 
AI Zaben, as saying government offices will clece Th un^y s 
and Fridays. Civfl servants will work seven hours a day nsfon 
of six to make up the time on the Other workdays, Gove)^ 
ment offices now work half days on Tbttfsdays;,.-when dvi! - 
servants are notorious for being unproductive. Mr. Zaben 
notified all government ministries of the decision on Sunday,. 
The newspaper quoted the governor of the central bank, 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz AI Sabah, as saying banks wodkt 
take Friday and Saturdays off. The decision is not compuisory 
for the private sector. 

TWO Iranian ‘agents' held in Paris 

PARIS (R) — TWO. men susjMed of being Iranian secret 
agents gathering intelligence about opponents of the Tehran 
government In France were remanded in custo^ On Mon^y, 
justice sources said. Judge Jean-Louis Bruguim. who is in 
charge of terrorism pro^, fonnally plac^_ the two under 
investigation on suspicion of terrorist crimuial consfiiuacy. 
One of tfae two, Iranian national Mojtaba Mashaby, 37. fo also 
to bo investigate on suspicion of involvement in' the kflling in 
F^ris three years ago of Qrras Eiahi. an opponent of the 
Iranian government, the sources siud. Eiahi; 'a doctor who 
held American cstizenship, belonged to a groim supporting the 
fomity of the late Shah Reza Pahlavi. Th# other suspect, 
Hossein Yazdanseta, 33, is an Iran-born Ftoidi national, tite 
sources said. Both were detained in Paria last Thursday. 

Arson suspected in blaze that killed 6 Kurds 

MULHOUSE, France (R) — A blaze r^ich killed six Turkish 
Kurds iu Eastern France a month a» could have been started 
deliberately, justice sources said Mooday. The prosecutor in 
the town of Mulhouse had opened a fresh prote to suspected 
arson after a first report from experts. The blaze was originally 
blamed on a foulcy stove. The sources said traces of petrol had 
been found in the staircase of the bouse, but there was no 
intfication that the possible arson could have been an attack 
against immigrvits. Local media have quoted residents as 
saying the blaze could have resulted from a dispute among 
Kurds. 

Senior Iranian banker accused of fraud 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian authorities have arrested a seuior 
manager of a state bank of embezsiement charges in the 
second such fraiki case in a montii, newspapers said. A brandi 
manager of tiie state-run Sepah Bank, identified only as 
Mobsen, was airested along with an alleged acooirrplioe on 
charges of pocketing 3,600 million rials (S2 million), the daily 
Kayhan said. But it did not say rriien they were arrested. 

' Mohsen and his partner were abused of illegally using the 
bank's holdings to speculate on the hard-currenty market: 
Since tte bemnning of 1993, the central bank has tightly 
controlled and limi^ dealings in foreign currencies, in a bid 
to lessen tiie country's foreign currency expenditures. Several 
senior members of Tejarac, the eountty's roreign trade bank, 
including its~ managing director: were arrested last month on 
charges of embeoliug millions of dollars, according tq die 
Iranian press. 

U.S. denounces Iranian death sentences 

UNITED NATIONS ( AP) — The United States accused Iran 
of human rights violations and reli^ous persecutioa hfonday, 
citing (ieatii sentences against thi^ members of the Baha'i 
faith. The criticism came as the 184-nation- U.N. General 
Assembly criticised reponed widespread human rights abuses 
in Iran. Hie vote criticiring Iran's human rights record was 
74-23, with 51 abstentions. U.S. delegate Victor Marrero told 
the assembly that a recent U.N. human ri^ts report on Iran 
criticised the death sentences against two Baha'is held without 
charges since April 1989. A third Baha'i recentty has been 
condemned to death for apostasy, he said. “It is dear from 
these and other cases that the regime in Tehran continues to 
flaunt the human rights of its own dtizens, unrelentingly 
persecuting some simply because of their religious beliefo,” he 
said. 

Gunmen kill Kuwait policeman 

KUWAIT (R) — Gunmen in a car opened fire at a police 
patrol in Kinvait on Monday and killed a policeman, the 
Interior Ministry sard. The patrol had approadied the car in 
the southern region of Roudiefa ^cause it look su^idous, the 
offidal Kuwait News Agency reported. 

Thai police arrest two Iranians 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai police arrested two Iranian tourists 
on Tuesday on charges of murder resulting frxMU robbery. 
Kararni Ali Reza, and Chasem Ahmadi Ifozoki,' 27, were 
arrested a day after a male hotel receptionist was found dead 
in a hotel room in central Bangkok . The victim was found with 
a broken neck five hours after be was seen going to the 
Iranians* room, police told reporters. The victim's gold 
nedUace, watdi and cash were missing, police said. The 
Iranians foce life in prison if convicted of the crime. 

EC may ask Iran to lift Rushdie sentence 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community (EC) may ask 
™ to lift the death sentence on British writer Salman 
Rnshdie, but is wondering how best to tackle the subject 
Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Qaes said on Monday. “We 
shall be considering a new af^oach to Tehran. We are 
considering what is the most appropriate method for ttyina to 
an end to the socafied fiitwa (death sentence)," Mr. 
a^, current TC president, told a news conference after a 
meeting of EC foreign ministers. 
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. confers with 
yUting Qatari Minister of Education Abdnlaziz 


Ttatki in the presence of Minister of Education 
Kif iprf Omari fPetra photo) 


Jordan, Qatar to boost cooperation in education 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein met at 
the Royal Court Tuesday uith 
visiting Qatairi Minister of 
Education At>dula 2 i 2 Turk! 
who conveyed to the Monarch 
gatings from the Qatari rul- 
er. Sheikh Khalifeh Ben 
Hamad A1 Thani. and ex- 
chai^d views about regional 
and international affairs as well 
as bilateral ties. 

Education Minister Khuled 
Omari and the Qatari ambas- 
sador to Jordan were present 
at the audience. 

Mr. Turki said that his coun- 
try appreciates the services of 
the Jordanian teachers and 
other employees in Qatari in- 
stitutions. noting that their 
performance is unique and far 
better off than workers from 
other Arab countries. 

Speaking at a meeting, ear- 
lier. with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. at the 
Royal Court. Mr. Turki paid 
tribute to the Jordanian educa- 
tional experiments, expresring 
hope that bilateral ties would 
be further promoted in the 


interest of the two countries 
and their people. 

Describing Jordaniun-Outari 
relations as strategic in nature. 
Mr. Turki paid tribute to the 
Arab Thought Forum and to 
the Crown Prince's role to 
serve the Arab Nation. 

The Qatari minister listened 
to ideas and views of Prince 
Hassan. who called for regular 
meetings of officials from 
Qatar and Jordan to chan ways 
for enhancing cooperation be- 
tween the two countries in va- 
rious fields and promote the 
work of research centres in 
Doha and Amman. 

The Crown Prince advtj- 
cated the idea of regional 
cooperation and compfehen* 
sive planning with u view to 
safeguarding pan-Arah in- 
terests and to boost pan-Arab 
cultural cooperation. 

The meeting was attended 
by Education Minister Khaled 
Omari and the ; Prince 's 
Adviser Mohammad Saqqaf. 
as welt as Dr. Victor Billeh. 
head of the National Centre 
for Educational Research and 


Development and the Qatari 
ambassador to Jordan. 

The Qatari minister later left 
for home, ending up a four-day 
official visit to Jordan. 

In a statement to the press 
before departure. Mr. "Turki 
said he was impressed by the 
country's educational develop- 
ment. 

Describing his visit as suc- 
cessful. Mr. Turki said that he 
had discussed ways of promot- 
ing cooperation in education, 
the exchange of teachers and 
scholarships, noting that in the 
coming state the two sides will 
launch a new phase of closer 
cooperation. 

Dr. Omari, who saw the 
Qatari minister off. said that 
the two countries will soon sign 
an executive programme for 
the implementation of an edu- 
cational agreement which en- 
tails the secondment of Jorda- 
nian teachers to Qatar. 

He said that Mr. Turki had 
expressed his country’s desire 
to benefit from Jordan's educa- 
tional experiments. 


House calls on international 
Qi;;g^satlQmto Israel 
ix^ect Iminan ri^i^ 


r A- 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er He jse of Parliament Tues- 
day issued a statement calling 
on international organisations, 
including the UnitM Nations, 
to ensure Israel’s commitment 
to the prindples of human 
rif^ts and to refrain from re- 
sorting to expelling Palestinian 
dtxzens. 

The statement, which was 
issued on the occasion of the 
repatriaticn of the Palestnuans 
stranded for almost a year in 
the Marj A1 Zufaur Caimp. in 


southern Lebanon, said that 
the resolve and strong will of 
the expellees have influenced 
the world community which 
eventually force Israel to im- 
plement U.N. Security Council 
resolution pertinent to the ex- 
pellees' question. 

Noting that Israel's abidance 
by Security Council Resolution 
799 of 19%, which came too 
late, the statement said that in 
the past year the expellees 
have suffered a great deal, 
largely due to the severe condi- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

^ PVhihitiftn on the lOOlb anniversary of the death of French 
novelist Guy Dc Maupassant at the French Cultural Cenie; 

^ gvhihiHftn Hi Iraqi books at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

■fr Art exUbition artist Hanan Al Dasonqi at the Student 
Affaire ryanehip at the University of Yarmouk in Irbid. 

^ Art ^hiKittnn by artists Ibrahim Al AbJuli and Abdul 
Tway at Alia Art Gallery. 

Art exhih:<ion by artist- All Al Sabounji at the Royal 
Coltiirai Centre. 

it Art ^vhibirtAn by a number of Jordanian artists ratilled 

. “The Sixth Exhibition — Samples From The Contemporary 
jordaiMM Art 93" at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

it Art exhibition by Jordanian artists Khaled Hyazi, Moham- 
mad Al Ameri, and Adnan Al Sharif at Phoenfac Gallery for 
Art and Culture (Tel. 6952911. 

it Art exiubitioa by artist Hani Al Houraui entitled ''Impress- 
wos from Wadi Al Walah" at Baiadna Art Gallery. 

■it Art exhibition bv artist Sarnia Zarou at the Open Studio “Ai 
Mfusam Al Maftub," Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle (9:00-i3:00 
and 15tiN)-f7:00 all days except Fridays). 

*• EzhibitfDn “Prints and Drawings of Fakhrelnissa ZeW" 
(1915-1991) until the 15th of January *94at DaratalFnauu 
of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. Also showing die 

.. “Pennanent" Exhibition. (Tel. 643251/2). 

CHRISTMAS BAZAARS 

"fr Christmas bazaar at Al Nukhbah Esdiibitiou Itall, Cui- 
veraity Road (Tel. 837304, 684257). 

fr Cbfirttiiag bazaar at the Amman International Auto 
Exhibition/AinMMrt Road. 

it Chrfatmas bazaar by Jordan River Designs at Regency 
Palace Hotel (10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.) (Tel. 656872). 

FILMS & DRAMAS 

* Vidw films to children & adults at the Goethe-lnstitut at 

5:00 p.m. 

it rUm entitled "Girt With Green Eyes" at the British Council 
.at 7:00 p.m. (90 minutes). 

it bnma. entitled “Locust" at the Drama Theatre at the 
Yannoiik University at 3:00 p.m. 

* Drama entitled “This is Life" at Al Hashimiya Theatre of 
tfe Municipality of Irbid at 6:00 p.m. 

fr Drama entitled “Saber and Sabriya" at Al Hashimiya 
Tbeib'e of Ihe Municipality of Irbid at 6:00 p.io. 




SPORTS ROUND-UP 

A one-hour programme featuring a condensation of the 
^Baost popular games (he week with pby-hy-play 
auDonnceinent at the American Center at S:00 p.m- 


tions, away from their home- 
land. 

The House considered 
Israel’s resort to imprisioning 
the returning expellees as 
another violation of their hu- 
man r^ts. 

The statement demanded 
that Israel folly comply with 
U.N. Resolution 799. which 
provides forthe expellees to be 
repatriated and treated hu- 
manely, and that their civil 
rights respected. 

The statement appealed to 
the world community to help 
achie>^' a just and durable 
peace, noting that the aspired 
peace requires that Israel re- 
sp^t the rights of the Arab 
citizens in the occupied lands, 
refrun from practiring repres- 
sive actions against £e Arab 
citizens and respect their right 
to a secure and stable life in 
their own homeland. 


Gammoh promises more consultations 
before introducing sales tax law 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Finance Minfrter 
Sami Gammoh Tuesday de- 
fended the govemmeni's move 
to introduce a s^es tax, saying 
it did not represent a new tax 
and would not lead to higher 
prices since it was aimed at 
correcting certain imbalances 
in the present 'axation system. 

Addressing a gathering at 
the chamber of industry 
attended by importers as well 
as local manufacturers, Mr. 
Gammoh also said that the tax, 
which will replace a consump- 
tion tax introduced last year, 
was not being imposed as a 
result of pressure from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The minister said the deci- 
sion to replace the consump- 
tion tax, which is levied at the 
point of departure to the mar- 
ket, was taken after a carefol 
stud) if similar taxation laws 
of 85 countries. 

Mr. Gammoh said that in 
effect there would not be any 
increase in prices since the tax 
would only replace the con- 
sumption tax, which the con- 
sumer is already paying since 
last year. 

The consumption tax law. he 
said, has many loopholes and 
shortcomings at a time when 
Jordan has to reconsider its 
entire taxation system and 


modernise it to ensure that the 
right sectors are addressed in 
the right manner. 

As an example, be said that 
under the present taxation sys- 
tem four main categories paid 
70 per cent of the JD 143 
million collected in 1993 — 
cigarettes, cement, soft drinks 
and steel bars. 

The issue has drawn debate 
for more than one year now 
and businessmen complain (hat 
their views have teen put 
across to foe government but 
little notice of their grievances 
has been taken. 

Mr. Gammoh said a draft 
law on sales tax was in its final 
stages and would be complete- 
ly re^y only after close con- 
sultations with foe economic 
consultative committee and 
members of the Cabinet. 

But he assured the business- 
men that the government 
would not go ahead with the 
draft law without more con- 
sultations. 

He also told the gathering 
that foe law would go into 
force only after approval by 
parliament of a range between 
five and 20 per cent, depending 
on the nature of the product. 

Businessmen argue that the 
introduction of foe sales tax, 
which excludes basic food 
items, medicine and education 
material, is bound to increase 
prices and reduce the profit 
margin of local Industrie. 


Th^ point out that the in- 
dustries have to pay the sales 
tax at foe point of entry into 
the country and again when the 
finished product leaves the fac- 
tories. 

They also note that impor- 
ters of finished products would 
have an edge over local manu- 
factures since the sales tax they 
pay would be based on the net 
cost of the product rather than 
the actual landed cost i.e. in- 
cluding freight and customs, 
while the local industries' 
prices would have to include 
not only freight and customs 
but also processing and trans- 
port costs and profit margin. 

Mohammad Asfour, open- 
ing Tuesday's meeting, criti- 
cised the sales tax move and 
said foe government had not 
consulted the business com- 
munity. 

He said foreign investors 
would be discouraged to come 
to Jordan if the local market 
situation favoured imported 
products and reduced profit 
margins for local industries. 

The tax, he said, will make 
the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. 

Abdullah Malki, general 
manager of the Ass^ation of 
BAnks in Jordan, advised the 
Iwinessmen to avoid engaging 
the government in lengthy de- 
bates over foe various points in 
the draft law and come up with 
definite requests on the 


amendments (hat they would 

like to have. 

Dr. Malki suggested that the 
businessmen seek to change 
three key points in the law: 

— First, an article that 
allows the Ministry of Finance 
to go to the second stage 
sales by including the services 
sector in the coverage of the 
levy. Dr. Malki said the second 
sta^ should not be introduced 
without a new law rather than 
a regulation by the Ministry of 
Hnance. 

— Second, the provision 
that determines the tax, includ- 
ing the customs. Addressing 
the importers. Dr. Malki said 
they should seek to ensure that 
the tax is levied al the net cost 
rather than the actual landed 
cost. 

— Third, an article that 
allows the Ministry of Finar 
to increase foe rate of t,..% 
without going back to Parlia- 
ment. 

“This is a dangerous area." 
Dr. Malki told the Jordan 
Timas. "This means that any 
government could choose to 
increase the tax at any given 
point in time without getting 
parliamentary approval." 

Answering questions from 
the audience, Mr. Gammoh 
said it was not too late for 
amendments to the law and 
that the government would 
hold more consultations with 
the industrial and commercial 
sector before formally sendinc 


it to Parliament. 

But the main probIem!'tiliB 
faces the government, ecjMi(»* 
mic analysts said, is that il 
could not put off the intrqifoc- 
tion of the sales tax any fujtih 

The tax was scheduled robe 
introduced as of Jan. 1, 199S, 
under an agreement witb-^Hc 
International Monetary Fitqti 
as part of the IMF-prescribed 
economic restniauring pfojg* 
ramme, but was delayed.*b6> 
cause of political considera- 
tions raised by members of dra 
government at that time, > 

The Cabinet had tO cneiii- 
ters of Parliament who weib 
seeking reeleaion in Novera- 
ber and none of them wanted 
to be seen by their electorate 
as having teen parw to iricrah 
ducing a tax. ’’ ; 

As a result, the introducciofi 
of the tax was pul off until ^ 
deputies resigned from 
Cabinet, ahead of elections. ^ 
the same time, the governing 
also made a stopgap arrangef 
ment with the IMF te revaippr 
ing the consumption tax sy»^ 
lem, included more items cO* 
vered by the le \7 and increased 
and decreased the ratCi 
some Items. ; 

But, as things stand now, 
government has to introdU< 
the sales t.ix us of the tegiiH 
ning of the new year under ^ 
provision of a standby agree-, 
ment that it is finalising widi' 
the IMF. - : 


Seminar 
will tackle 
environment 
issues 

AMMAN (J.T.) — “New en- 
vironmentalism transition to 
ecological economy” is the title 
of a two-day international con- 
ference to be organised by the 
Jordanian Society for the Cem- 
trol of Environmental Pollu- 
bftk>mJa^a)maa«aext«moi^. • 
A society’s ' announcement* 
said tjiat the conference;' to be! 
organised iu-cooi^ration with, 
the Friedrich Nanmann Found- 
ation of Gennany at the Forte 
Grand Hotel on Jan. 24 and 
25, would be attended ex- 
perts in environment from Jor- 
dan, the United States and 
Germany. 

The conference, which will 
be opened by Walter Rudel 
from Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation and society offi- 
cials, will tackle the following 
topics: Transition of the in- 
dustrial economy to an ecolo- 
gical economy, the internation- 
al development of environ- 
ment. sound products, legisla- 
tion and taxation, measures in 
ftivour of an ecological eco- 
nomy at foe Euro^n Gmi- 
munity level, environmental 
enforcement in the U.S.. re- 
sources use and rehabilitation, 
re-use and recycle within the 
industrial process, liberalisa- 
tion and re^onalisation of eco- 
nomy and trade environmental 
aspects. 


Government works on improving civil 
servants’ pensioners’ living conditions 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali said Tues- 
day that the ^ernment has 
been working on a plan that 
would help improve the living 
conditions of dvil servants and 
military personnel. 

.b $^r*2fa«t;la6t.thxiA3n<3nfos, 
.gpwrntneUit rha^ 'J>een» busy 
workfogiootiarplan’ that'9fob1d 
achieve 'tbis.<goal-and alse^im- 
prove thd living conditions of 
the dvil and military pension- 
ers, said the prime minister in a 
statement following his return 
to Amman after an 11-day tour 
of Japan and Malaysia. 

The plan aims at improving 
the living conditions of em- 
ployees by granting them suit- 
able salary increases that 
would allow them to lead a 
decent life and serve as an 
incentive for the employees to 
double their efforts in their 
service to the nation, added 
Dr. Majali in an exclusive 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency.^ Petra. 

At the same time, the gov- 
ernment is drawing up a spedal 
scheme for improving the in- 
come of memters of the Judi- 
dai sector, to increase their 
salaries in view of the sensitive 
responsibilities they shoulder, 
added Mr. Majali. 

In the course of improving 
the living conditions of govern- 


ment employees, the govern- 
ment plans to direct its atten- 
tion towards providing aid. in 
the form of subsidies to those 
sectors which deserve help, he 
said. 

Furthermore, efforts are 
under way to work out a com- 
prehensive health scheme ta 
cover all dti^dSiSisthe km^ 
dom in view of the fact that 
Spending on health services 
constitutes a heavy burdern on 
femilies with low or limited 
income, noted t' .* prime minis- 
ter. 

He said that a comprehen- 
sive administrative reform 
programme would be based on 
justice in a manner that would 
^ve incentives to employees to 
double their production. 

A ministerial committee is 
taking care of these program- 
mes. he added. 

The government said Dr. 
Majali. was encouraged by 
Parliament members' calls to 
improve sriaries of govern- 
ment employees and ‘pension- 
ers- 

Parliament members who. 
addressed the House during 
the vote of confidence session 


earlier this month demanded 
that employees* salaries he in- 
creased. 

The prime minister said that 
the government would take the 
appropriate decision in this re- 
spect as soon as foe ministerial 
committee has. completed its 

iw 1, 

Dr. Majali, who returned 
early Tuesday firom his trip, 
chaired a Council of Ministers' 
meeting and reviewed with the 
Cabinet the outcome of his 
visits during whidi he met with 
the Japanese emperor and 
crown prince in Tokyo and 
held meetings with the prime 
minister and the foreign and 
finance ministers. 

The talks focused on ways to 
promote Jordanian-Japanese 
relations and Japan’s contribu- 
tions to Jordan’s development 
projects that entail Japanese 
financing, like the Aqaba 
Thermal Power Plant, provid- 
ing grants towards helping Jor- 
dan carry out its health p: 
rammes. 

According to Dr. Majali, the 
Japanese government prom- 
ised to offer Jordan facilities to 
carry out water dam projects. 


prog- 



SANTA'S HOUSE 


Bring Your Children Along And Visit 
The Best Decorated Lobby In Amman 
Use This Oppomioity To Buy Your 
Rivcmte X-Mas Cakes & (biddings. 
Santa Will Be Available In His 
Living Room & Bedroom 
From 2pm -Spm For Your Children To 
Have A Souvenir Piciure. 

For More InTonnaiinn PL-aw Call 
5ale& Dtrpi. MITIOCJ 


t-fA- 




In Mala>*sia. Dr. Majalin^ 
with the prime minister- -afid 
other officials of the public 'did 
private sectors to discuss 
nomic and trade e.xchangdL 

The prime minister nbfed 
that a high level trade delega- 
tion from. Malaysia was.xx- 
. peciecOib^ym ,vlsif 
soon 'fb'*31scuss trade ex- 
changes and investments te 
Malaysian businessmen in'ue 
Kingdom. *»*: 

Dr. Majali said be explain^ 
Jordan's views with regard'do- 
the peace process noting (1^ 
the Kingdom was deteimirifld 
to attain comprehensive peace 
on all fronts. 

During his meeting abroad. 
Dr. Majali presented Jords^ 
views with regard to its eda- 
(inued support for the Palead- 
nians in their quest to rqgaill 
their rights and lands and-tMe 
Kingdom's determination to 
regain rights over wuter<;wh 
sources and its drive to folKp 
the refugee problem in;^^ 
with U.N. resolutions. ' 

According to the pri^ 
minister, the Japanese dispk^ 
ed support for Jordan's ^ 
deavours and determinatiod Ip 
back the peace process. 
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Hnter, rights commissioner 

THE DECISION of the General Assembly 
Monday to create the post of Commission- 

; .er for Human R^ts is a giant and spectacular 
step In the annals of U.N. The fact that the 
assembly’s resolution was taken unanimously 
makes this move, although long overdue, all the 
more irreversible as far as the many countries 
’ that hac'. been either opposed or lukewarm to 
the idea are concerned. The proposal to estab- 
lish such a high post was tested during the 
Vienna World Conference on Human Rights 
last June but was turned over to the General 
Assembly to act on after it became clear that 
there was strong opposition to it. The Third 
World countries had most to fear from u|^rad- 
ing the U.N. involvement in human r^ts 
issues because their records in that field have 
been by and large dismal and have therefore 
developed stroi^ reservations about increased 
international efforts to meddle into their 
domestic affairs mi such issues. The dedrion by 
the Vienna fomm to pass the responsibility, as 
it were, was in fact intended to kill the idea 
altogether. What is clear now, however, is that 
: the western initiative spearheaded by Washing- 
*ton has won the day by racouraging the 
: developing countries to accept and support the 
:propo^. 

' From the Third World countries’ point of 
view, the central issue has always been that any 
high er international profile on h uman ri ghts 
must be linked to the 184-member General 
jAssembly where they make up the greater 
imyority of the member states. As hM^ as this 
objective was secured, the devetoping countries 
— which still prrier to put the accent on 
economic, social and cnttnral rights at the 
"expense of dvfl and political rights — were in a 
better position to jidd to westmi pressure. 

In retrospect, the idea of creatii^ this post 
Jias been supported by Jordan evar since it was 
-floated in varions international fora. Jordan 
voiced snpport for the proposal as far back as 
.the mid-seventies when certain Latin American 
countries submitted it for consideration. As 
long as the mandate of the proposed high 
commissioner is to coordinate all international 
efforts in the field of human r^hts and he or 
•she is answerable to the General Assembly, we 
have no reason to develop anxieties about it, we 
'reasoned. As a matter of fact, this was the 
position of Jordan during the Vienna meeting 
as well. What matters Is not the seniority of the 
post that will be charged with U.N. homan 
•rights’ efforts, but the link between it and the 
General Assembly where the priorities of the 
nugority of members could be reckoned with 
^•8Dd rnpected. Against this backdrop, the 
'.creation of the post of High Commissioner for 
Human Rights is a worthy cause that deserves 
.the support of all democratic states. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


EYES ARE directed these days towards Riyadh where the 
■ Gulf Cooperation Council {GCC) countries are holding a 
.summit amid confusion in inter-Arab relations and unclear 
‘Arab policies not only in the Gulf area but throughout the 
- Arab World, said Ai Ra*i daily Tuesday. Every Arab is 
f '^peering the summit to come up with new initiatives aimed at 
ending differences among Arab governments and launching a 
l-hhapter of brotherly ties and reconciliation, following three 
;<years of estrangement, said the daily. It goes without saying 
‘‘that the CCC countries stand to lose a great deal from the 
present divisions, especially because these countries are forced 
to spend a fortune on annament as they feel insecure, said the 
paper. It said that only nations that sell the weapons benefit 
from the state of affairs prevailing in the Gulf and the Arab 
World, especially in the Gulf region whose countries are 
continually making security arrangements and signing costly 
defenR pacts with the western countries. Admitting that it is 
the nght of each Arab Gulf country to carry out its own 
armament programme it finds fit for its defence purpoxs. the 
^l>-r said, cl^ relations with the Arab states outside the 
GCC and improvement in inter-Arab relations could save the 
GCC a fortune because good relations can make the countries 
more dependent on their Arab kinsmen rather than relying on 
an umbrella of U.S. and western treaties. A new situation 
Charged with fresh diallenges has emerged following the Gulf 
wr and a reconsideration of CCC policies at the domestic and 
»temal level is of paramount imiMitance added the daily. It 
^pressed h(^ that wisdom and reason would prevail at the 
GCC summit meeting, enabling its countries to pave the 
ground for a new dawn in inter-Arab relations. 


Clinton’s first year — what kind of success? 


By Dr. James Zogby 

As 1993 draws to a close , the 
White House and the Demo- 
cratic Party have been faxing 
daily memos and reports to 
the press and political 
analysts tnimpeting the admi- 
nistration's successful first 
year in office. 

Despite early setbacks, the 
president has. in fact, re- 
corded an impressive set of 
legislative victories and initia- 
tives. Utere are in all of the 
fluny of activity, some iro- 
nies to be found and some 
observations that are worth 
making at this point. 

First of all. the claims of 
success in the daily faxes are 
absolutely justified. In the 
words of Senate Majority 
Leader George Mitchell, Mr. 
Qinton's first year has been 
"the most pi^uctive first 
year of any president since 
Eisenhower's first term. It's 
a remarkable record, and the 
most striking thing about the 
American political scene now 
is that haiidly any American 
knows as believes it.*' 

In addition to budget. 
NAFTA, and the economic 
stimulus package, which were 
all close votes, with Mr. Qin- 
ton winning all but the last, 
there were quite a number of 
other pieces of legislation 
that helped to define the 
administration’s first year. 

After languishing for ten 
years in the Congress and 
being vetoed by Pre^dent 
Bush, the Family and Medic- 
al Leave Act was signed iiKo 
law this year. As he promised 
in the campaign, Mr. Ointon 
worked with the Congress to 
enact this piece of legislation, 
which guarantees that work- 
ers will be able to keep their 
jobs while taking time off to 
care for relatives suffering 
from serious illnesses. Mr. 
Qinton also kept his promise 
to reverse President Bu^'s 
so-called ”gag order" against 
any discus«on of abortion in 
federally funded family plan- 
ning clinics. 

The president also worked 
quickly with allies on Capitol 
Hill to pass the “Motor Vo- 
ter" bill that eases regula- 
tions for voter registration, in 
many cases allowing people 
to register to vote as they ge^ 
or renew their driver's 
licenses. Another high profile 
achievement of the admini^ 
tration was the passage and 
signing into law of the Brady 
Bill, anodier bill that was 
vet(^ by President Bush. 
Although only a mild step 
towards reform of the na- 
tkMi's laws regulating guns, 
the Brady Bill is the first 
piece of national legislation 
on this issue since the 
Firearms Control Act of 
1968. 

Lost in the shuffle of the 
high profile battles men- 
tioned atx)ve and those over 
various fiscal and budgetary 
matters, were two other sig- 
nificant pieces of legislation. 
The administration bepn to 
put its strategy for young 
Americans into place with 
the passage of tte National 
and Community Service Act 
and a bill reforming and sim- 
l^ifying the government's stu- 
dent loan programme. 

The National and Com- 
munity Service Act will, over- 
the next five years, provide 
money for college for 100.000 
young people in exchange for 
two years of community ser- 
vice. And the reform of the 
federal student loan prog- 
ramme will provide more 


money for student loans for 
the first lime in twelve years 
while saving later collection 
costs. 

Polls done at the time and 
since have shown that all of 
these action meet with public 
approval which, with the ex- 
ception of the reversal of the 
"gag rule” on abortion 
counseling, is overwhelming. 

Another measure of Mr. 
Clinton's success is that he 
has had to veto a single bill 
since taking office — a feat 
achieved by a first-year presi- 
dent only two other times in 
the last sixty years. This is in 
part a measure of Mr. Qin- 
lon's good relations with the 
Congress despite some early 
setbacks, but it is also a func- 
tion of how his agenda has 
dominated activity on Capital 
Hill. Because in addition to 
the victories mentioned 
above, and the several 
budget-related maners that 
have consumed a great deal 
of time, the Congress is also 
working on Mr. Clinton's 
proposals on ethics and cam- 
paign finance reform, the 
vaunted health care reform 
legislation, and is in confer- 
ence over the president’s 
Anti-Crime Bill. 

The second point worth 
noting is that this complex set 
of initiatives is helping to 
define Mr. Clinton's standing 
as a “new Democrat.” 
Although he campaigned 
with the claim that he would 
be a new kind of Democrat, it 
has taken a year for him to 
show what he means. 

The old Democrat image is 
that of a politician devoted to 


solving social and other prob- 
lems through the government 
by creating programmes and 
raising taxes. The stereotype 
of this old Democrat is "soft" 
on crime, favouring program- 
mes to deal nnth the root 
causes of crime over building 
more prisons and stiffening 
sentences. The old Democrat 
also habitually sides with 
organised labour over busi- 
ness interests, which trans- 
lates into a strong protection- 
ist stance on trade issues. 

But over the past twelve 
years, as U.S. politics has 
drifted slowly to the right . the 
old Democrat image fell out 
of favour with some Demo- 
crats, who felt That a more 
pro-business, tou^-on-crime 
and anti-tax position would 
be better for the party. 
Although this was always a 
latent tension in the party, 
over the past decade it has 
become an institutionalized 
division between the liberal 
“left" and conservative 
“right" wings of the Demo- 
cratic Pa^. 

Mr. Clinton's new Demo- 
crat label means a blending of 
the two approaches. He has 
moved to the centre of Amer- 
ican politics, agreeing with 
the Democratic left on some 
issues and the right on others. 

The Family and Medical 
Leave Act and the Brady Bill 
were broadly supported by 
the liberals and passed with 
overwhelming Democratic 
support in both Houses. His 
budget bill and the recent 
fight over further deficit re- 
ductions was a more mixed 
affair, with members of Con- 


gress from both wings of both 
parties finding reasons to 
vote for and against both 
proposals. But on the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) and on the 
Anti-Crime package in- 
waiting. Mr. Clinton relied 
on some support from con- 
servative Democrats and got 
the majority of his support 
from Republicans. 

As I have mentioned be- 
fore, Mr. Ointon has put his 
coalitions together on an 
issue-by-issue basis. There 
have been very few members 
of Congress who have voted 
for even a majority of Mr. 
Ointon ’s agen^. much less 
all of it. Of particular concern 
to some is that the adminis- 
tration’s agenda b not spedfi- 
caJly geared to attract Demo- 
cratic support in some cases, 
and they worry that he seems 
so willing to look to the Re- 
publicans for allies, as he did 
over NAFTA. 

So the questions are; Is the 
President shaping a new 
coalition? And if so, will it 
last? To this point, the evi- 
dence on both questions is 
mixed. 

The place Mr. Clinton 
moved, from what is discem- 
able of his overall philoso- 
phy. is not virgin soil. There 
are a number Republicans, 
including the governors of 
Massachusetts and Califor- 
nia, who describe themselves 
and their policies and fisrally 
conservative but socially 
liberal. Such a label ^uld 
also seem to fit Mr. Clinton. 

But these Republican gov- 


ernors have run info prob- 
lems similar to Mr. Ointon s: 
by relying on methbers of the . 
other party to get pan of 
their agenda, they alienate 
the true believers in tifoir 
own party. This is something 
that has definitely happened 
to Mr. Ointon. 

Organised labour has been 
withholding its usual monet- 
ary support for the Democra- 
tic Party due to its anger ovw 
Mr. Clinton’s pro-NAFTA 
stance. The Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) has 
clashed with Mr. Ointon 
several times this year, with 
even more bitter conflicts on 
the horizon. And Jesse Jay- 
son. who is still the leadjng 
spokesman for the left wing 
of the party, has not been an 
ally of Mr. Qinton’s on any . 
piece of legislation since the 
foiled economic stimulus bill. 

Mr. Qinton has won some 
praise from conservative 
Ctemocratic leaders, though 
as we shall see. that b^ch of 
the party has not universally 
accepted the • president’s 
' agenda. Likewise, altfaoi^ 
Mr. Ointon has won kind 
words from even such 
staunch Republican fighters 
as Senator Bob Dole and 
Congressman Newt Gingrich, 
they have both made it dear 
that their, alliances with Mr. 
Qinton over NAFTA and the 
Anti-Crime package have 
only been marriages of con- 
venience and they look for- 
ward to beating other Demt^ 
crats in 1994 and Mr. Ointon 
himself in 1996. 

Yet it is impossible to 
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ignore the fact (hai Mr. Gin- 
ton’s legislaDve. acsomplish- 
ments coindde strongly .with 
public sentimtfii. and -ihat.. 
although he has been knock- 
ed down and d^red dead 
more tunes fitan.any obser^ 
cares to count,* he has lost 
. only one high profile of 
the many he fins 
^mingly. hoyutytt, yto- 
tones have not given him the 
kind of pclidcin c^tal that 
helps to build coalitions; and 
as yet one would be hard- 
picked to name even the 
core of a Clinton coaKcion in 
Congress. 

But his performance has 
not gone unnoticed ^ evwy- 
one. The pofitfcal.anaiyst Joe 
Klein noted ;tbal there is. 
**something unusual and. 
admirable about Clinton’s 
first year. He' expended great 
gobs of political. capit« oa 
issue (like) defidt reductiOD, 
free bkfe, etc.;that will yield 
him no immediate gain." The 
voting public has shown' that 
it appredates political cour- 
age (particularly when it is 
. combined with an excellent 
television presence such as 
Mr. Qinton has). 

This seems to be borne out 
in recent poll reailts that 
show Mr. Clinton with a posi- 
tive rating of 57 per cent 
compared to only 37 per cent 
negative, and bis perform- 
ance must be. the main reason 
the Demooatic Pa^ enjoys 
and positive-negative rating 
of 54 per cent to 32 per cent, 
the Republican Party 
has lower p^tives and high- 
er negatives, with a 
favourable-unfavourable rat- 
ing of 50 per cent to 39 per 
cent. And when asked 
whether Mr. Ointon and the 
Democrats or the Republi- 
cans are more sincere abont 
moring the country forward, 
foe president and his party 
come out ahead by a 50 
cent to 24 per cent margin. 

So despite all the bruises 
he’s endured, Mr. Ointon 
still comes out ahead of his 
two strongest poteotiai chal- 
lengers in hypothetical 
mat^ups for 19K. He would 
beat ^nator Dole by a mar- 
gin of ^ per cent to 39 per 
oenL And even a^inst Jack 
Kemp, a Republican propo- 
nent of the fiscally conserva- 
tive sodally liberal ^kanoe,-.- 
Qinton comes out ah^ 
49'per cent to 36 per cent. 

This and other polling data 
suggests that, because be is 
attacking issues that tiie pub- 
lic is very concerned atout, 
he is gaining sjqiporteis. By 
1996, the president may yet 
Sliced in forging a lasting 
coalition among the voters 
even if be foils to build one in 
the Congress jDr at least he is., 
making progress in that direc- 
tion. As House Minority 
Whip Newt Gingrich noted: 
"Proident Ointon has every 
reason to feel pretty good 
right now. In all foirness, as a 
partisan Republican; you 
have to give him pretty posi- 
tive marks. He clearly came 
out of the year better than he 
went in." 

With comments like that 
coming from one of the 
harshest-tongued critics in 
Congress, Mr. Qinton must 
feel rather comfortable as he 
heads into Che holidays and 
prepares for 1994. Yet. as we 
hej^ into the new year, it is 
only ^ropriate to look to 
the future. And as for as U.S. 
politics is concerned, 
Shakespeare’s augury that 
“what’s past is prologue” 
seemis ve^ apt. 


NATO keeps wary eye on Russia 


By Peto- Madder 
Agcace France JYesse 

BRUSSELS — NATO is stick- 
ing to plans to boost militafy 
ties mth its old Soviet Bloc 
foes but keeping a new wary 
eye on Moscow after a strot^ 
sbowi^ by ultra-nationalists in 
Russia’s elections. 

While NATO offidab stress 
it is too eatiy to draw coudu- • 
aODS from Sunday's par- 
liamentary polls, a note of cau- 
tion has crept into their state* 
menb af^ montiis of hailing 
Moscow as a reliable post-cold 
war partner. 

Secretary General Nfonfred 
Woerner took pains Tuesday 
to underiine the 16-member 
alliance’s two-track policy to- 
ward Rostia, matchug coop- 
eration with the need for 
NATO "cohesion and vi^- 
iance." 

The success regi^red by the 
Liberal Deooaatic Party of 
Vladiimr Zhirinovsk)', a cham- 
pion of Rtiftriftn expansipntsm, 
sent alarm bells lindng in 
western capitals already 
wondtting about Moscow’s fu- 
ture ditretioo. 

“A lot of what he (Zhir- 
inovsky) proposes is wor- 
rying,” sain one NATO 
analysis. “But it would only be 


a continuation of what we have 
seen over tiie last six to ei^t 
months.” 

NATO officials have noted a 
hardening of Russian rhetoric 
since tiie anny bailed out lY^- 
dent Boris Yeltsin in his 
bloody showdown with par- 
liamentary hardliners in 
October. 

Moscow has also become 
more ^gressive ^ront biingmg 
Geoiw mtothe coofederation 
of independent states, protect- 
ing e thni c Ru^aos abroad and 
i^blishing Russian preroga- 
tives as peacekeepers in fonner 
Soviet republics. 

NATO has soudt vnthout 
success to get a frilTbriefing on 
the new Russian mllitaxy doc- 
trine wbidi would allow Mos- 
cow to launch a first nudear 
strike and deploy forces out- 
side its territory. 

Yet the alliance is still press- 
ins ahead whh plans to ti^ten 
links with Russia and offer. 
Eastern European states closer 
cooperation but no security 
guarantees or promises of 
NATO membership, which 
Moscow opposes. ^ 

Countries sudi as Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia are seeking to 
join NATO and their canmda- 


rics have taken on new nrgen- 
CT after the ri^t turn taken by 
Russia in its elections. 

Polish Preadent Ledi Wale- 
sa even suggest that without- 
firm membership prospects his 
ooun^ niigfat spurn the "p^- 
oeiship for peace” plan whicb 
NATO is ejroected to adopt at 
its summit here next month. 

But NATO diplomats and 
analysts said the alliance would 
tread carefully before con- 
sidering additional security 
assurances for the Eastern 
Europeans and the Baltic 
states fiving uneamly in Rus- 
sia's tiiadow. . 

“If s natural that these coun- 
tries feel more worried,” said 
one NATO diplomat, who 
asked not to be named. "The 
Baltic republics are the most 
obvious examples. We will 
contmoe to Iook at the whole 
issue.” 

Andre Domoulin, of the 
European Institute for Re- 
search and Information on 
Peace and Security, said that 
NATO would have to make 
sure that any move to enlarge 
did not end up weakening the 
alliance. 

“Ihey win go slowly. They 
caimot promise anything,'’ Mr. 
Dumoi^ said. “Cautun mil 
be the order of the day because 
->f the elections.” 


The political tunnoQ in Rus- 
sia will also reinforce warnings 
by NATO officials against 
further cuts in miiitaxy spend- 
ing by member states whidj 
have already slashed their 
budgets and force levds con- 
sideraNy. 

Mr. Woerner fold a NATO 
defence ministeis meetup here 
last week that any additionaJ 
reductions “would rfrk under- 
miniim the Quality of our forces 
and thus affect the credibility 
of our collective defence." 

But NATO officials alsn 
urged a wait-and-see attitude 
on Rusia’s future political 
orientation, especially with 
the latest poll results Aowin o 
that Mr. Zhirinovsky and bis 
party not have done as 
well as first feared. 

The N ATO analyst said that 
Mr. Siirinovsky clearly had 
won solid support among die 
army lank-and-fDe in Russia, 
more by promising higher 
salaries and more housing thaw 
by chanmioning the of a 
greater Russia. 

But the extent of Us inflii- 
ence on the mifitary remained 
to be seen. 

“The Senior leaciership does 
not need an explosive political 
figure to stimiiiafp emotions 
particularly in the middle 


‘ranks,” the ana^ said. “They 
do not want toe election fo 


draw the military into the poli- 
tical scene.” 


LETTERS 


Thank you, dear brother 

To the Eifitor; 

On Tuesday, Dec. 21, at around 7.30 a.m., as I was 

Sixth Ordc in Sweifiyeh, I 
mticed a ^te VoUcs^n with yellow plates foUowma me 
I gare a right for the car to pass, but the dmer 
insisted to follow me. - 

As 1 w» parking my car, he stopped. I rolled down the 
wdow. He came to me and said: *TJ^ve beu following you 
fw Me now. Your child (2 years oW) is standtn^^ 
^nt se^. He could get hurt if you stored suddenly. Hcasc, 
you must understand that your child could be a wtim.” 

1 was not surprised to hear this piece of advice ^fore he 
tunicd to.leave I ^ked if be was Gem^Ife* dS 
I am wntug I^er to thank this German brother for his 
wS'fiu?*Siin£^ bless him and aD the people like him 

Bt^onk, 

P.O. Box 8S00I1, 
Amman 11185, 

Tifflcs w/co^ fetters and coniribuiions from fei 
i^ders on sub/ca thw wish to tackle. Letters mtendedl 
formbhation, however. Should contain the writer's hdt name' 
a<Wres as well. Names can he withheld only 
upM nquest and under ^>ec^ circiDnsraucex. Letters aJb 

SmSf newspaper is nor responsible for the 

return of unused manuscj^T • 
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Falange HQ blast a ‘setback’ 


^ (CoDfiooed from pi^ I) 

: two years to the day after a 
, car’bomb explosion in the 
: neighboorbood of Basta killed 
\^20 d^Hans and wounded 111 
others. 

The attack on the Faiange 
. revived memories of the vio- 
• lencc — marked by car- 
. bombings, shelling and kidnap- 
; pings — which devastated 
.. Lebanon for 15 years (sec page 
. 2 ). 

P As rescue workers cleared 
■ the debris with bulldozers after 
an aU-ni^t search, hospital 
. officials said many of the KX) 
people wounded were still in 
.'serious condition. 

The party meeting was 
' attended by 120 membm, but 
the three top leaders, party 
chief George Saadeh, his depu- 
'' ty Munir AJ Hajj and secretary 
general Karim Pakradourii 
' were all absent. 

Dr. Saadeh, who is ill. at 
. home, accused the enemies of 
peace in Lebanon of staging 
.Vtbe bombing. There was no 
immediate claim of responsi- 
bility. 

**The message was received, 
in all its fire and its devasta- 
tion. It’s a message against 
peace.” Mr. Saadeh said. But 
' he did not specify who could 
have carried out the attack. 

At its last congress in 
November, the right-wing 
' Faiange — the oldest Chrisrian 
' faction — distanced itself from 
other Christian political groups 


by mtmng closer to Damascus. 

Syria is a major power- 
broker in Lebanon, where it 
has 3S.0(X) troops. 

The Faiange defended its 
pragmatism by saying it was 
high time for the Christians to 
retura to the forefront of the 
political scene after boycotting 
the 1992 general election. 

The congress also put an end 
to the link between the 
Faiange and its former armed 
wing, the Lebanese Forces led 
by Samir Ceagea who tried but 
failed a year ago to take con- 
trol of the party. 

Fomer Lebanese President 
Bashir Gemayel, a Faiange 
leader, was killed with 22 aides 
.when a bomb went off one 
floor above a meeting in 
another party office in east 
Beirut on Se^. 14, 1982, one 
day before he was due to be 
sworn in. 

Another President, Rene 
Mouawad, was killed with 23 
assistants when a car-bomb rifv 
ped through his motorcade in 
Nov. 22, 1989, days after he 
took office. 

The Faiange party, founded 
in 1936, is made up almost 
exclusively of Maronite Catho- 
lics. Its post-war policy of 
openness toward Muslims and 
Syria has angered other Maro- 
nite groups. 

The Faiange has also been at 
odds writh Prime Minister 
Raftk Hariri, who has tight- 
ened his control on govern- 
ment since he took office 14 
months ago. 


Settlers’ number goes up 


(ContiniKd from page 1) 
dde, he said. It was not yet 
debated. 

**We want to allow them to 
turn over a new leaf, and the 
sooner the better, instead of 
■ waiting another five years until 
the end of autonomy,” Mr. 
Katz said. 

met a delegation of set- 


tlers... from all over the West 
Bank and they all told me they 
were ready to move into Israeli 
territory if the government 
helps them.” Mr. Katz said. 

He urged the government to 
encourage settlers to move to 
the Galilee in northern Israel 
or the desert area in the south 
from today. 


TALAL MALHAS 
.'-&Co. ' 

-/.j; t 

FO|^ THE FINEST ^ 
COLLECTION OF GIFTS 










JABAL AMMAN ^ 

2th circle - Tel: 635i59 /"gy ^ 


Floor at ^^rinP 

La Vila Cocktail Loungel 

■ Luxurious Setting And Decoration \ 

by Arrangement for Groups Of 
3(M0 Persons at 35 JD Each 
DJ. - 6 - Course Sumptuous 
Dinner. 

With Smoked Salthon, Shrimps etc. 

. AndComfdimentaiy Glass of wine 
Plus New Year Gifts 
MTV and Satellite Stations With New: 
Year Programs 

Three Waiters at Your Service 

— — ^ — Free, 

Oriental Breakfast at 3:00 am 
(foul, Hommos etc ) 

This Offer Is For Sale For 
One Group Only ! 

Ptease Phone now 81^90-81*637 Fax6793Q4- 


Anxious growers keep eyes peeled for deadly banana fungus 


By Steve Hays 
Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — Baaaoa- 
growing countries are flaring 
a spreading epidemic that 
threatens disaster for the 
world's fourth largest food 
CTM, oommodi^ experts say. 

*nie culprit is black sigatoka. 
an airborne ftiogus that attacks 
leaves of the tree and devas- 
tates the crop. 

“We are facing a serious 
threat to the Cavendish banana 
which is the main export crop 
and even more worrying to the 
Plantain fype, whf^ is the 
staple food crop for large parts 
of Aftica,” a spokesman for 
the Common Fund for Com- 
modities smd. 

The Amsterdam-based CFC 
is a U.N. associated bc^y and 


has secured an agreement vrith 
the World Bank to finance 
research into the disease. 

The limited number of 
varieties and the difficulty in 
breeding new strains makes the 
banana paidcularly vulnerable 
to disease and the scale of die 
problem is huge. 

The world Banana crop is 
about 70 milljoD tonnes a year, 
of vidddi 10 per cent is ex- 
ported. Globally the fruit 
ranks after rice, milk and 
wheat in total cash value. 

In the 19SQs the worid's 
'anana trade was wiped out by 
anama disease whidi attack- 
1 the main export type. Gross 
lichel. Growers were forced 
• turn to the reristant Caven- 
sh. 

This time there is as yet no 


resistant alternative to the 
C dvendish and Plantain, a star- 
chy, non-sweet relative eaten 
as a staple in tropi^ latitudes. 

“To illuscrate what black 
sigatoka can do, look at Col- 
ombia where it arrived five 
years aro and within two years 
the mmti-miUioa Plantain ex- 
port indnstr^ had stopped,” 
said Gabrielle Persley, 
biotechnology manager at the 
World Bank. 

Black Sigatoka, named after a 
valley in Fiji where it was 
discovered, wrecked the ex- 
port Banana industries in the 
south Pacific islands and 
spread to Latin America in the 
1970s. 

In the mid-1980s it moved to 
Africa, reaching East Africa 
towards the end of Ms. 


Persley said. 

Countries such as Uganda, 
where Plantains are the main 
food crop, are highly vulner- 
able, she added. 

The disease has been con- 
trolled by using increasing 

amounts of chemical fungiddes 
which cause environmental 
damage. Professor Ivan Bud- 
denhagen of the University of 
California told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

He estimated the worldwide 
cost to growers of spraying for 
the disease at SSO million a 
year. 

**The problem is black siga- 
toka has developed resistance 
to most of the compounds used 
agains t it and now there is only 
one major fun^dde group left 
that is eff»*^*t»ve.” he said. 


Mr. Buddenhagen said a 
mutation which might over- 
come the last main defence 
against the disease could 
appear “tomorrow or in 10 
years’ time.” 

Alarm bells rang last year 
when the banana crops of 
Guatemala and Honduras 
were devastated by black siga- 
toka and the fungicide 
ap^ared to be ineffective, he 
said. 

Investigation revealed that 
the Central American 
epidemic appeared to stem 
from unusually wet weather 
condidons. 

Mr. Buddenhagen said the 
banana crop was facing a dou- 
ble threat with the reappear- 
ance of soit-Pa/iaina : dis- 

ease. which kills the plant by 


blocking its water capiUanes, 
in previously resistant ^ven- 
disb bajiani^i in Australia and 


Taiwan. 

“Bananas have not remved 
in the last 25 years the idnd of 
support and rkearch a enm of 

its importance, such as wheat 
or corn, would receive in the 

U.S..” he said. 

“In the north we look on 
bananas as a dessert fruit, but 
in the southern countries stai^ 
chy bananas are a major food 
crop.*' 

The initiative by .the CFC, 
the World Bank and other 
bodies has token five years to 
put tocetber and will provide 
about $10 million for researdi 
into breeding disease-resistant 
bananas ana disease manage 
ment practices. 


By Alain Bonunenel 
Agence France Presie 

MOSTAR. Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na — The bullet, fired by u 
fellow Croatian soldier, ended 
Drajan's 154 days us u prisoner 
of the mainly Muslim Bosnian 
army. 

It shattered his right arm on 
Nov. 22, rendering him useless 
to his captors who had been 
forcing the 23-year-oId to Jig 
rrenclTes along the front in this 
southern Bosnian city. 

“I don't have anv hard feel- 
ings against the fellow soldier 


Prisoners used as human shields 
and labourers in Bosnian war 


who injured me. He was doing 
his job.” said Orajan. as he lay 
in a hospital bed here folU>wing 
his release last week as pan oT 
a prisoner exchange between 
the Bosnian army and the 
Croat Defence Forces (HVO). 

“1 would have also fired.” he 
added. 

Prior to the war that erupted 
in this former Yugoslav repub- 
lic 19 months ago Drajan was a 
law student. 

But soon after the conflict 
began, he joined thousands of 
other young men — Serbs, 
Muslims an'd Croats — who 


took up arms and were later 
taken prisoner by the enemy. 

The prisoners, estimated at 
5.000 throughout Bi^nia. for 
the most pan have been forced 
and sometimes beaten into dig- 
ging trenches along the front- 
lines. building hunkers or re- 
trieving some of the injured 
while fired upon by fellow mi 1- 
diers on the other side. 

Some have been used as 
human shields by their captors, 
according to humanitarian 
groups who have denounced 
the treatment of the prisoners 
as a violation of iniernatuinal 


human rights comeimons. 

”1 also hud to dig grates." 
Drajan said, recvumting hi» 
days in captitity reflected in his 
weakened body .ind holjiui 
cheeks. 

He said of thi. IIP prisoners, 
held with him. 17 were killed 
bv shots fired b\ their «mn 
sTde. and nearh all »ere in- 
jured. 

"One of ms friends \si»s shot 
twice." he said. "He uas ue- 
ated and then sent hack to 
work." 

Drujan pauses for a moment 
and then adds: **fn the enil he 


was killed." 

The righting in Mosiar has 
licen raging hn seven mmiihs 
with Cn.iai.s eontrnlline the 
western p.iri ol ihe dry .ind 
kixmg siege to the eastern 
Muslim sector where about 
sti.oMil pL*4*pie are trapped Sol- 
diers fiom either side aie often 
separated h> less than 
metres. 

"When the snipers see the 
prisoners ihcx aim ai the shoul- 
ders. ihe arms oi the luiids." 
said one humanitarian oilicial. 
"That way the prisimeis be- 
come useless lor the enems." 


Jt»sii Perie. a n.'-\ear*old 
pcnsi»sner. was taken f^risoncr 
hy the Bosnian army in June 
aitd fvneed to dig hunkers for 
five months. 

Mis ordeal ended a tew d.ivs 
ago when he was ordered to 
lelriexe .i gasoline tank from 
ail empty hiiikling and was 
injured in the stomach hy $ . 

shrapnel from a shell that ex- ucKS 
ptiHled nearby. ag 

He was hoer releasesl and is ^ 
now recovering in hospital. 

"I am waiting until 1 get 
belter." said another injured ^ 
soldier. ".\nd then I will goO 
hack to the front to fiuht." ^ 
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Social Security Corporation reforming investment programme 


By lao Atalla and 
Rozenn Homnwiy 
Specia/ to the Jonian Times 

AMMAN — The Social Secur- 
ity Corporation (SSC) is 
undei^ing several morms in 
its investment programme, and 
additional ones are planned, 
said Ahmad A1 Sweiti, the 
assistant director gene^ for 
investments at the SSC. But at 
the same time, the SSC is 
apparently regarded wi& no 
sn^l amount of scepticism by 
some in Jordan's business cir- 
cles. 

SSC is weU-knowa for 
maUog poor investments and 
losing mODOT." a factory own- 
er, who declined to be named, 
stated bluntly. 

At tbe end of September 
1993, tbe SSCs portfolio, tot- 
alling some JD S45 million, 
according to Mr. Sweiti, stood 
as follows: 14 jKr cent (JD 77.5 
million) in equities, 32 per cent 
(JD 175 miluon) in loans and 
debt instruments, seven per 
cent in real estate, and 46 per 
cent in liquidity. 

“The $SCs ratio of equities 
investment is very poor. It 
needs to be raised dramatical- 
ly,” said Ahmad A1 Nammari, 


a iBnandal researdber. 

“Over tbe last nine months 
we developed a new invest- 
ment strategy,” Mr. Sweiti 
said. “Over me next four years 
we hope to increase our 
equities ratio to 25 per cent 
and our real estate ratio to 12 
per cent. We want to play a 
lai^r role in the development 
of Jordan's economy.” 

“Bjtt all this cannot happen 
overnight. As investors, 
ing the portfolio ratios does 
not mean that we hastily rush 
into new investments merely 
for the sake of diveisifyiiig. 
without finding good opportu- 
nities,” be expired. 

“As well,” he added, “we 
need a high liquidity ratio to 
insure steady and rapid pay- 
ments to our subscriMis and 
the present yields to be foimd 
in equities here in Jordan are 
not very high.” 

In reference to the SSCs 46 
per cent liquidity ratio, de- 
scribed by some economists as 
excessive, he also considered it 
Iqgh. 

*^e plan to reduce it over 
the next three to four years. In 
my estimation, our overall li- 
quid!^ r^o should be 25 per 
cent ^ this st^ in the SSCs 
development,” he pointed out. 


“But, remember chat we 
must be. by the nature of our 
responsibilities, a conservative 
coiporatiOD,*' he said. He 
adora that while the S$C is a 
public sector institution, it re- 
ceives DO financial support 
fiom the government and i$ 
respxmsible for covering all its 
operational expenses and its 
payments to subscribers and 
pensioners. 

In addition, he noted, liquid- 
ity includes money instruments 
such as certificates of dep(»it 
(CD) and treasury bills, which 
are earning revenue and are 
not merely idle money. 

Nammari, however, was 
critical: “The 46 per cent of the 
SSCs portfolio which is tied up 
in liquidity doesn't just repre- 
sent overly conservative invest- 
ing,” he commented. “It re- 
flects sheer irresponsibility. 1 
welcome Mr. Sweiti's proposal 
to lower tbe ratio to 25 per 
cent, although this is still too 
high, in my opinion. But it will 
be difficult for him to do this as 
there is a close reiadonship 
between tbe SSC and Jorda- 
nian banks wfaidi influences 
the SSCs choice to keep a high 
ratio of deposits in the banks.” 
Mr. Nammari said that in his ' 


judgment, the SSC should 
“omy keep about 20 per cent 
of its portfolio as Uquidipr in 
hanlc oeposits, CDs, etc.” _ 
.Hiere was also some critic- 
ism of tbe SSCs investment 


'^0 run an investments 
partment which ts handling 
such large sums of money,” 
said the foctoiy owner, “^u 
need highly qualified pe^le. 
They do not^ve them.' 

Mr. Sweiti explained that it 
was sometimes mfGcuIt for the 
to compete headkm vntb 
private institutions in offering 
falaries and incentives to hire 
the best investment workers 
available. He said that for 
DOW. the SSC was seeking to 
strengthen its investment staff 
thmii^h improved training and 
that m the future “we would 
like to have more leeway to 
make investment decisions and 
boost incentives for employees 
and guarantee that we always 
have oi^-calibre people hand- 
ling our investments, especially 
due to tbe critical nature of our 
role in Jordan.” 

However, said Mr. Nam- 
mari, “tbe SSCs history of 
poor investing cannot simply 
be blamed on its employees. 
The SSCs Ixiard of dir^ors 


has the full power to raise the 
salaries and incentives offered 
to SSC investment workers, 
under article 9A of the Sodal 
Security Law. But until now 
they have not. Ilie responsibil- 
ity for any problem rests 
squarely on tmir shoulders.'’ 
In addition, Mr. Nammari 
Said, “when it comes to the 
SSC mg Icing ixrvestfflents, there 
are simply too many conflicts 
of interest on the wot of those 
ultimately responsible for mak- 
ing the decisions.” 

An SSC employee, who pre- 
ferred to remain anonymous, 
concurred. 

“The SSC has to invest more 
carefully. There should be no 
considerations taken for any 
investment other than the in- 
vestment itself.'* 

Mr. Sweiti said that tbe SSC 
was aimii^ to improve its rela- 
tionships with pnvate business 
and increase its rol& in the 
private sector. 

“Our role has been a modest 
one so far,” he said. “We want 
to create a much closer rela- 
tionship so that the private 
sector feels comfortable about 
accwtiim us as partners.” 
hm:. Namman responded 
that in general, most business- 


men and employers in Jordan 
bad, for their own reasons and 
inieiests, long been opposed to 
the SSC “and have, from the 
beginning, tried to blodt every 
progress^e propo^ or plan 
for the sodal security ^tem.” 

Lately, he added, a new gen- 
eration of Jordanian business- 
men witb more open minds 
had come onto the scene, but 
their presence had not yet bad 
a major impact on tbe Jorda- 
nian economy. 

Mr. Sweiti mentioned that 
the SSC bad recently launched 
a private company affiliated to 
the SSC, Sharikat A1 Daman 
for InvKtments, with a starting 
capital of JD 10 mSlioa. 

Most importantly, he said, it 
would be seen at lair^ as main- 
ly a private sector entity, and 
“when this is tbe case, other 
companies feel more comfort- 
able abmit working wifli you, 
and it is easier to open up 
relation^ps trith the private 
sector.” 

Tbe ultimate goal, Mr. 
Sweiti said, was for the 
company to stand as an in- 
tennediaiy for the SSC be- 
tween die two sectors. In addi- 
tion, be said, 1 . it would 
have more flexibility to act and 


mann euvre than a public otga- 
oisation would. 

In addition, Mr. Sweiti said, 
the SSC had lately begun to 
inmlement structural ranges 
taits own investment depart- 
ment, vriiich would n«w be 
Split into three units, each with 
concise responsibilities: an 
equities depktmeot, also re- 
^nsible for orgamsing 
momoting any new coiporate 
investment projects, a financ- 
ing and banking relations 
naitment, responsible for the 
S^s limiiditjr and loan port- 
folios 8M a teal estate depart- 
ment. 

Nfr. N ammari was critical Of 
the SSCs laun^ng of Shar- 
ikat A1 Daman, sayum tiiat if 
the SSC really wantea to pur- 
sue more sophisticated private 
sector-style investing and cut 
back on bureaucratic res- 
traints, as well as strengthen its 
ties with 'the private market. 
than the to do that was 
through solid refoims inside 
the SSCs internal offices and 
not tfarou^ a new coomany 
soefa as this, which be said was 
mainly a “cosmctic Change and 
an unnecessary enti^.” 

^eiti said that there 


bad been calls for the to 
increase its subscription fees to 
(nsure against eventual future 
risks in Its payment to jwn- 
sioners. but “we beUeve that 
we should try as much as po^- 
blc fw now not to inffeaw the 
burden on our subscribers. 
And for the n«t ten yews, at 
least, our financim position 
should be healthy. i 

Mr. Sweiti smd the was 
ree^uating its policies to- 
wards hotefr wti tourist rest 
vriiich it owned. 

“I feel that eventually we 
should be concentrating purely 
on investing, which is our real 
business, and not be in tbe 
business of managing hotels 
and rest houses ourselves.” 

He said that in the future, 
the SSC would continue to 
Tn ?«age those locations whidi 
it was running profitably on ite 
own and would contract pri- 
vate sector management to run 
the rest on foe SSCs behalf, 
although foe SSC would retain 
ownerfoip of them. 

In ad^tion, he saw a need 
for the SSC to develop a more 
advanced information base for 
investment. 


OECD sees world 
economic growth 
picking up next year 


Edward Denting, quality control expert, dies at 93 


PARIS (R) — World econo- 
mic growth should >turt guther- 
ing pace next year but unem- 
ployment will continue to 
climb in the absence of serious 
reforms to the labour market, 
the OECD has said. 

In its end-of-year outlook, 
the Paris-based Organisation 

* for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) said it 
expected average grouih of 2. 1 

' per cent in its 24 member 
j ' countries in the first half of 
, I 1994. accelerating to 2.7 per 
cent in tbe second half. 

Economic growth in 199.1 
! 1 was an annualised O.K per cent 
’ I in the first half and is seen at 
> 1.4 per cent in the second half. 

But unemployment will 
;] dimb to 8.5 per cent in the first 
^ half and 8.4 per cent in the 
second half of next v’ear. from 
! just over eight per cent this 
• ' year, boosting the total num- 
‘ '] ber out of work to nearly .35 
million people. 

I It ur]^d countries to imple- 
\ ,i ment a range of labour market 
j refonns to bring down the job- 
less rate, saying that economic 

* growth alone would not be 
- enough to put people back to 
I work. 

>1 "Macroeconomic policies 

* that* promote economic recov- 
I ery wilt help but the laigest 

part of most countries' unem- 
I ployment problems arc 
• stniCTural in nature and require 
r«i structural remedies.'* the 
^ think-tank for industrial na- 
I lions said. 

iy However, inflation is likely 
C to continue to slow, fulling to 
. I around three per cent or less 

( — 

<1 Peanuts 

I 


by 1995 and potentially re- 
creating the kind of economic 
stability which underlay boom 
years in the 196Us. 

“The emerging very favour- 
able price situation, if sus- 
tained. will help to establish un 
economic environment more 
condudve to sustainable in- 
creases in produaive invest- 
ment. output and employment 
than has existed since the early 
1960s.'' it said. 

It added that lower interest 
rates and buoyant growth in 
some non-OECO countries, 
particularly in Asia, would 
underpin economic growth 
next year. 

On future polides. it said 
that given a steady rise in 
public debt between ^1979 and 
1992, the 24 OECD.tcountries 
had little room now to increase 
spending to boost growth .and 
would have to rely instead on 
cutting interest rates. 

“With little scope for expan- 
sionary 'macroeconomic action 
on the fiscal side, suppon for 
recovery in current dreumst- 
ances must rely largely, if not 
solely, on monetary policy." 
the OECD pointed out. 

In Europe in particular, 
budget defidts had increased 
so much in recent .years that 
there was virtually no room to 
boost spending. Interest rates 
would have to come down 
further. 

Countries whose tnrerest 
rates are shadowing those in 
Germany could face an in- 
creasingly difficult situation in 
German rates continued to de- 
cline only slowly. 


WASHINGTON (R) — W. 
Edwards Deming, the guru of 
quality control who helped 
Japan rebuild its industrial 
base following World War, II 
died at his Washington home 
early Monday of natural 
causes, an aide said. Deming 
.was 93. 

Deming remained active as a 
teacher and consultant until 
just before his death, travelling 
around the United States offer- 
ing advice and seminars on 
quality control to businesses 
and business students. 


Despite foiling health, he 
had already penciled in several 
dozen seminars- for 1994, his 
office said. 

Though he was revered in 
Japan, Deming always felt 
sli^ted in his own country, 
believing that with few excep- 
tions American manufacturers 
spurned his theories. 

In his seminars and scholarly 
works, he urged management . 
to pay close attention to work- > 
ers' ideas and complaints, and 
to regularly and continuously 
work to improve all opera- 


tions. 

"Improve constantly and 
forever the system of produc- 
tion and service.*' he wrote in 
his “14 points for manage- 
ment.” 

“Put everybody in the com- 
pany to work to accomplish the 
trari5fonn.?tion.” he wrote. 

He was bom Oct. 14, 1900, 
in Sioux City. Iowa. 

After earning an advanced 
degree, he worked for 18 years 
as an obscure federal govern- 
ment mathematician and stat- 
istician, where he first began 
developing techniques to im- 


prove foe quality and,effiden- 
cy of business procedures. 

Following the war. General 
Douglas MaCarethur asked De- 
ming to travel to Japan to help 
ronduct a census and assess the 
country's ability to rebuild. 

Deming soon was touring 
the Japanese countiyside, lec- 
turing corporations on how to 
assure efficient operations and 
reliable products. 

Japanese manufacturers 
honoured him in 1960 by creat- 
ing the 'annual Deming prize. 
In June 1987, then-president 
Ronald Reagan honoured him 


Beijing siaps price controls on 27 goods 


BEUING (R) — With urban 
inflation becoming a serious 
problem for. China, .tbe capital 
Mijing slapped price controls 


on 27 major commodities that 
bad explosive price rises foe 
week, foe official China 
Daily- said^Tuesday. - 
The controls cover daily 
necessities from rice- to pork. 

liie prices of grain, rice, 
oookii^ oil, pork and eggs rose 
between 30 to 40 per cent over 
foe last week in the capital, foe 
newspaper said. 

China is extremely ron- 
cemed about urban miflation, 
whidi hit an animal 21.9 per 
cent in November. - 
^onomic supremo Zhn 
Rocffli fob week declared that 
“staoubing foe main price and 
inflati on— are uv to smoofo 
inmlementatioQ of next year’s 
reroims.” 

Mr. Zha's- remarks, first 
broadcast on state radio and 
t^viaon Monday, appeared 
on -foe front pages of major 
cew^peis Tue^y in a sign 
the Gonunimbt Party considers 
the matter to be extremely 


mgenL 

Runaway inflation foe last 
time Qiioa’s economy oveihe- 
ated was one of the causes of 
foe pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions in Beijing's T iananm en 
Square whidi were crushed by 
foe army on June 4, 1989. 

China^s leaders have de- 
clared they a£h determined to 
bring foe current economic 
boom to a ‘*soft landing.” 

So for, however, two con- 
secutive years of 13 per cent 
economic growth show no 
si^ of abating. 

with die economy caught in 
the transition period between 
socialbm ana market-style 
teedom, foe fast growth b 
eaiidno didocatioDS and bot- 


“There's always a big har- 
den on urban residents like 
me,” said a young woman who 
works for -foe government. 
“There’s never a balance.” 
“The prices have jgone op 
too high-” said a midale-aged 
man. “Vfoen my wife told me 
foe-price of rice, I just didn't 
belief her. I went out to see 


for my^If and she was right.” 

Beijing, vice mayor Wang 
Baosen assured residents there 
b no shortage of grain, meat 
and vegetables, and he said 
shops that raised prices beyond 
state limits ifoola be punbfaed. - 

China abolished price con-' 
tiob on-graSTShd waiting oil 
only thb paA M^. A system of 
gram radonine that existed for 
more than 40 years was abo- 
lished and ail restdents had to 
face the laws of foe free mar-, 
ketplace. 

Now Beijing has decided to 
put the controb back on, at 
least temporarily. 

“Through stabilising foe 
market prices, we can ease the 
I»in on residents who go top- 
ping during foe. new year and 
the spring festival,” said. Beij- 
^ Communist Party Secretary 
Chen Xitong. 

Spring festival, foe lunar 
new year, b foe time for foe 
year's major buying spree for 
most Chinese. It is in early 
Februan. 

Offidab- are blaming this 


year's huge price rises on mis- 
understandings about econo- 
mic reforms. 

Maiw farmers have not 
handed in thgir grain yet- in 
aotic^tion of &igl^ prices 
next year. fo-adotion^ con- 
sumers, wocriq||that Jan. 1 tax 
reforms woum^friel inflation, 
started their buying early. 
Shops raised tbw prices m 
response. 

Mr. Zhn, vice premier, and 
bead of foe central bank, 
promised China's bold maiket- 
s^de economic reforms would 
not mean an end to affordable 
fo(^. ■ 

.'The large increase. in foe 

R rice of grain at tbe end <k 
fovember was abnormal, tran- 
sient and caused by ijsy^lo- 
gical factors,” he saia. 

“There are no maiket eco- 
nomies in the world that would 
completely ignore prices in the 
marketplace, especially foe 
price of grain, wtudh b a basic 
part of people’s lives and sodal 
stability,” Mr. Zbu said. . 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 

’harSsI 


JM DAD’S TAKING ME 
TO ANOTHER HOCKEV 
GAME TONIGHT.. ^ 


ITHlNKUlE'i^);^^ 
GOING TO SEE/ 
THE^MIGHTV ^RCIE 
RAMINGOS''^"*' — \r" 


SOMEDllNGf DOKfT GET 
like j RUN OVER 
THAT.. /bVTHE 
ZUCCHINI.. 


ZAMBONl.) 
SIR.. 7 


f you're \ 
getting' 

THERE. ; 

marcieV 


Andy Capp 


' vwniCHOurpeR ^ 
/Vty HUS&AlsCvSON, 
> -HE*SALAZV -c' 
rSOKTOPPlAiCR) 


HE tioeSN>TGa ROLIND , 
H VOU-HEGOffi V 

RI6Nr -tthrough VOU ) 





‘My women’s magazine says we 
should glue magnets to our 
?Ids to help us kiss lorger!'® 


that scrambled word game 
• br Henri Arnold and IBkeAiglrian 

r 1b be henesL monswur, | 

I we dom bust you I 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
four oedmary words. 


Mutt^n’Jeff 


B il I WENT 
EJIOWE 

"TO THE 
<100' I 
/TKMOtV 

•<AB£T 
S0U6H' 


fzMouosea 

SAIOTHATf Z 
I «(&S AffiAD 
f VOUWERE 
\ GONNA AS>< 
iMEFORiT.* 




Ss' 

> 

.\' /> 







..An 


) 





PReSiDEHT 
WILLSES J 

\Ounow47. 


pf9eS.JEFF?W 

‘DOMSUWfSHf 00^' \rN0TA ; 

TOTAlXABflOTjKNOv/ ANV-' THtNS/ 
5 -n^ljQAM /THtNG AEOiJr 
^ >eU100K I THE WlhOOW- 
« WASNJNS ■ fe 

Bustr>essp 


W WELL, VoU‘0 ^ 
I BETTER LEARN i 
FAST* IM I 

^ rr.'tMWoKE.na 

ALL't^RB.'i 


RONOC 


LECCY 


DENCUF 


HIALAD 


mnt answer he/B: 



HOW THE FT5ENCH 
SOMETIN4ES CONDUC-T 
LOAN MBSOTIATIONS. 

» '■ 

Now arrange the dreied fetters to 
fonn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above canooa 


lemncMaKi 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles JUICE 
Answer That a 


(Answers fMonday) 
UNLOAD JACKAL 


with the National Med^ of 
Technology. 

In foe early 1980's, he was 
hired by Ford Motor Co.’s 
then-president, Donald Peter- 
son, to help improve the quali- 
ty Ford automobiles. 

In a statement issued Mon- 
day. Ford said Deming _ had 
been instrumental in guiding 
the company's quality efforts. 

“He motivated thousands of 
Ford Motor Company em- 
ployees forou^ the numerous 
seminars on quality he con- 


ducted,” the automaker said in 
a statement. 

Deming wrote several books 
and 170 scholarly papers. Also 
a music scholar, he wrote two 
masses and several canticles 
and anthems. 

During his multi-decade 
career as a coRRiltant, hb 
clients included railways, tele- 
phone companies, trucking 
firms, manufacturing firms, 
bospitab, law firms, govern- . 
ment agencies and oniverri-:* 
ties. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 22, 1993 

fly Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: decide just 

Refuse to get umrived in any spend and f 
petty detaih or squabbles at not to drai 
work that are provinp annoying LIBRA: (Sc 
to others. In the eveniii| ana^ 22] Yoi 
a detailed course o7 action own part wl 
whereby you hawuriMppieemba 
more ^Tective. season and 


deckle just how much you can 
spend and for what puipose so as 
not to drain your resources. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22} Your day to decide your 


own which you m best play 
in the b^tTAanra or this holiday 


^ more enective. season and gn yourtelf Sn the 

ARIES: (March 21 tb’A^'l9r ^ WWMtion to do ». 

tA 


^'^bur affairs 'today include 'your ‘ 
relations widi those* about you 
who are in need of some en- 
couragement and realisation that 
they are really loved. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about what you can do to 
be of greter service to whom 
every you know who is having a 
difli^t time and in which case 
you become a real humanitarian. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2L) A 
day to decide the various persons 
you wifo to see during the holi- 
days and to make plans to be 
with them at social a^rs you all 
enjoy. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Home matters should 
have tbe greatest amount of your 
attention so ^t your lesidenn in 
perfect oondiuon for the holidays 
ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
need to get those last minute 
duties and shopping done what 
you have put on and pursue so 
doing eventbough there is a 
Christmas rush to deal with. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Good to first analyse 
your assets and Uabiliries. t^ 


^ORPIO: (October 23 to 
November ^I) The behind the 
scenes and intimate matters you 
have not gotten attended to can 
be approached and put behind 
you in a effident manner now, 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A day to con- 
sider your friends and acqumnt- 
ances needs rather then some 
fouf-fouf present in getting 
something to remember the sea- 
son by. 

CAnucORN: (December 22 to 
January 20} Get out in the world 
and handle those holiday prob- 
lems that have built up and re- 
qoire some spedai thought and 
action and you do well. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to' 
February 19) You have some 
new comers in your life that you 
, warn to impress and it will re-, 
quire more tMn usual focus upon 
their desire to {dease them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mardi 
20) Rely upon your best ju^- 
ment and not your incuirive 
perception in making any impor- 
tant holiday dedaons whether 
for companioiis or of a busihess 
nature. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 evde ssefion 
4 Insert a bud inte 
aplant 
anahDghtly 

12 Vintage auto 

13 Heaths 

14 -‘—a Kick Out 
of YOU” 
iSHostal 
17 Grouctw rnm 
ISBededc 

21 Suit sewer 

22 Lendl and 
Turgenev 

23 Stage wMroara 

24 0r1s^te 

FOoBsh 

TNm'' 

27 Town” 

28 Musicai SfiBW 
30 Record Of a 

single event 
34 Lip 

36 Menu item 
38 Food shop 
sssmwses 
41 Aneiem 
Persians 
■43 Unite 
44 Founded 

48 Teleaeepa pens 
48Fhxirlehed 
SOCHn^and 
creeper 

51 Visit 

52 Pampered 
55 Honeymoon 

ilMw 

57 Porter or stout 

58 Baleateros of 

SsiSdwns 
MAuthor Anais 
61 Refuge 
62Swve^ 





7Soale notes 

SFIy 

9 Yield 

10 Mentally alert- 

11 River moths* 
RioQiwide 

13 Printing 
nistakei 
IS Land: abbr. 
lOMddtaKs 
■pouee 
20 Eggs 
23 In the van 
24Soit^ 
member 
25 Boorish 


YwtertaysPiiafeSahred: 


63 Author Clarence 26 Uks some flovs 
29Madedociie 


nn^n nnnn rannnn 
nnnn mnr'nn nnnnr 
ggnn nnnn nnonr] 
onn Qonnnrannnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 

nnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnn iiinnnnn 
nrinnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnannnnn nnn 
_ nnnnn nnaan 
nnnnntinnnnn nnn 

nn^nn nnnn nt^an 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 




DOWN 

1 Parched 

2 Rim dtector, 
Qalr 


31 Kiosk 

32 NauHeal tarm 
33H«s 

35 Hearten 




^a^oa^^giclan seemed to lack this — 


3f^enipico«e 37 Removed from a 
AThosewho Moekexeh^ 

c5K!!L « Pago Pago's 

5 Disturbances land 

6 Summit 42Pereelvas 


» Hearten ^ Battte of si 

37Rsmevsdi^a Nesdngsefta - lensrs - 
47 Formarty cased 52GrearunaiM 
40PagpPago'8 48ReveaM aSib • 

42 Pereelvaa SO Dress fabric 66 Spn^ ' 
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South Africa opens first 
arms export office in UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — South 
Africa, back in the Middle 
East after a boycott lasting 
decades, has set up its first 
intemationai arms office in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
to break into the lucrative mar- 
ket in the region. 

Office director Peter Greel- 
ii^ said the state-owned weapons 
. giant Armscor opened the 
office in Abu Dhabi last month 
and it covered the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) and other countries in 
the Middle East. 

“It is ^uth Africa’s first 
arms office in the world." Mr. 
Greeting told AFP. "It will 
coordinate arms sales to the 
region and identify oppartnm- 
ties for military cooperation." 


The project coincides with 
plans by GCC states to bolster 
their armies following the Gulf 
war. Military experts said the 
six members were expcaed to 
spend more than S3 billion 
annually on defence up to the 
year 2()00. 

The United States. France 
and Britain will probably by 
the main beneficiaries of such 
plans, as they already domin- 
ate the Middle East arms 
market. 

However, South Africa par- 
ticipated in a ground arms 
show in Abu Dhabi early this 
year and sent representatives 
of more dan 30 companies to 
an international air show in 
Dubai last month to exhibit 
helicopters and other air de- 


MMMV rXMJkMreXAJC. MJkXU 

nnxae mm c otm i mooui - amna 
icom / «« 3 iw 

OKMICD HUKTr ODWE PtXB UJT fO* nSEDU 


NUB am 

dOBDM PATund. am 

am or JcnMH 

HXBOLi auT Bvannr am. 


JOfBM OOLT BMR 

J O I P M I laiMBC BMIX 

aazoa am rat SAnao a a rei afw. 

MOAi iRviraim A naABs bar 
BBiT BLMu iAvzaeaonasBBirr ran aemae 
•MM am poB lavtansMT 
ABAB BAauas eoiipaiiATie«/.a«iDAH 



mu zmi DtaPMaa 
AAAB Lsta a koeunt tBBBmm 
JenunAB ueaitie nm 
AAAI noAmnoBAL aoma 
BoasAB nouaf • ara bonflb 
B immL MB/uLio aaeaaiTXB 

Am. BRKC ZJiUiiMt 

WACW BAP agaip. AnriBe a KAiBBnBcs 

JOTOAB maa roBBDAncB / ALai'i 

BBTTBi) wny ia bait a cobhoocak botbu 
AAAB lALBA. fCK xavUlBAHT B aDKATXCB 
JOADNi teaAooo s cBsaansta 
AxmBQW eai3 T. hkcboal MABomamBo 
tm xaoAB anarr nemxts ■ 
joBDAB Ftraouai axpibabs * 

JOBDAB TAABIAA 

1MK JOB8AB <■■■ IBLLa 

ABAB RABittcanneAt HAiRnntesniiac 
Jcmi iB q aawic now aamH 
TBB JanAB FZRi AABCmcTDRZAQ 
aaiBBiK A BAmie 

•lARA IJUJbBiAIES 

JOHDAB SLMB moanisa 

BAR AL DAMA OnataRgaT A ZBVBaSSBT 

ARAB IBVBBBIBBT A laNUATKam, TAABB 

ARAB ALBKiaZiai IBBOSW 

ARu I Am earntfii rc t mbzm 

jnawM HBBXCM. ecRnamoA 

BAfWAL AIBA L lAUUMlU 

TfTlWaTtfiTB raffllll onaTkBB 

JBRBU aoc n oca . iHu uwRiaa 
UBXWBRaAL mMZm. xmacrribs 
tJMHum iJUORaixs 

JOBDAH • KBKa/JlMO 

AORDAB naan e a wmi ib bb j 3 b 
mnCBAl CAIIF A HZRB WAB U r A CT BA Je 
' ARAB enttfA ran fbarb. a amoku 
Ja WAB RB 1CUT C O. FOR ACRZ. A FOOO mC0. 
AAmiiiui zivuijaBf 
BBZVSRBAL BCCBIUI OOMISSUIA 


BO. or Bwon BBtRBB ZB r ARAUJO. 
7 IABD was ZB IB PARALEK. M 
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PUT. 
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T 0 , 14 g 

X 6 S. 0 M 

116.000 

3 B 4.500 

uo 

6 . 25 D 

4.300 

6.200 

3 .S 90 

4 . 2 SD 


4.390 

1 «, 6 M 

3.010 

2.030 

2.020 

29 , CM 

4.000 

4 .DOO 

4.000 

1 B. 4 M 




94.210 

3.110 

9.140 

3.170 

S. 4 B 4 

1.640 

1.640 

1.640 

S.lOl 

4.430 

4 o 430 

4.490 

19.059 

4.750 

4.750 

4 . 7 S 0 

91 . U» 

7.050 

1.060 

7. 060 

2.993 

4 .B 00 

4.700 

4.750 

31 , 3 M 

i.Boe 

1.790 

1.790 

7 K 

4.500 

4 . 4 X 0 

4.410 

JrliV 

ac 4 iA 

6.400 

6.410 

5 .C 41 . 

690 * 

3 . 61 B 

a. MO 

6 b BID 

3.130 

3.190 

9 . ISO 

9 N 

3.000 

3. 000 

9.000 

•C.SBJ 

3 . 22 D 

3 .SH 

2.3111 

a .744 

4.700 



« 4 » 

0 . 74 D 

0.730 

0.730 

2,«7 

9.970 

J .960 

3.960 

460 

1.410 

1.500 

1.400 

i.oee 

1.040 

l.OBO 

l.OBO 

2,700 

19,500 

13.400 

19 . KM 

24.418 

2 . 21 D 

3.390 

2.200 

207.294 

3 . 0 M 

l.UO 

s.ue 

2,181 

19.000 

19.300 

19.300 

3,596 

1.700 

1.700 

1.710 

102,554 

9 . 9 U 

3.010 

3.970 

6,095 

10.000 

ID.OOO 

10.000 

999 

7.400 

7.600 

7,600 

9.200 

10.000 

10.650 

10.750 

33.643 

0.300 

B .290 

■.300 

1,490 

7.110 

7.100 

7 . 1 M 

7.240 

9.650 

3.630 

3.530 

10.621 

9.960 

2.940 

3.970 

1,977 

9.470 

3 . 4 BO 

2.450 

1 . 49 B 

0 . 3 W 

0.350 

0.250 

53,916 

1 S. 30 D 

U. 3 SD 

15.950 

U.OlO 

3 . 4 S 0 

2.410 

3.450 

25,215 

10.300 

10.190 

1 D. 2 M 

4.034 

l.SSO 

1.940 

2.650 ‘ 

217 

0 . 3 M 

0.990 

0.350 

5.555 

9.100 

S.OSO 

5.050 

3.990 

1.000 

9.450 

3 .U 0 

1,396 

2.240 

9.160 

2.160 

29 . 97 ] 

7.000 

7,000 

7.000 

14,190 

4.460 

4.500 

4.600 

7.920 

l.UO 

1.100 

1.100 

1,665 

0.370 

0.970 

0.370 

95.967 

7.970 

7.970 

7.950 

19,143 

3.300 

3.300 

3.300 

2.901 

1 . 9 U 

1.380 

1.370 

91.595 

3.430 

2.530 

2 . SID 

17 . 3 B 9 

9.400 

5.400 


130.676 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan limes 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


U.S. DeBar In IntenaatiotMl IWaHcei* 




1.4865 

1.4875 

DniisdK Mark 

1.7129 

1.7113 

Swiss Fnac 

1.4580 

1.4550 

French Fruc 

5. 8380 

S.8180** 

Japanere Vn 

110.60 

110.75 

Eintipcaa Cuireny Unit 

1.1288 

1.1315** 


. M tM a.Hi. r;KT 


Berocunwap l ute re et Rata 


K2I/1Z./I993 



1 MTH { 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTH! 


3.Z5 

5.31 

5.62 

! 5.68 

5.43 


5.06 

6.43 

6.12 i 

5.75 

5.31 

4.43 

4.12 

3.95 

5.68 

6.59 

6.44 

5.03 

5.56 

2.31 

2.00 

1.81 

1.81 

6.81 

6.37 

6.00 

5.62 


Daucsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Ven 


iMcrkuk bid rah. ftir ammiN rwcdiac I -S. IM«r. l.em.mar cqiiraleeL 


riecloHB Mecals 


•Is Dace:?I/}?/r 993 


USDfOc JO/Gm Metal USO^Oz jO/Gm 


3S8.2S I 7.S0 I 1 5. II 


Central ■aah of Jordan EaOianae Rata RnDccfn 

Dace: 21 / 12/7993 


Cuntney 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterliiif! Poond 


Dartxhe Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen'"' 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 



0.4B2S 


0.1SO3 


0.4844 


0.1209 



Belpan Franc 


Oelicr Cnirencies 


Currrac? 


Bahraiai Dinar 


SawG Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Ri>al 


Egyptian Pound 


Qnuiii Rtyal 


UAE Dtrimin 


Greek Orachma' 


Cypriot Pound 


1.S370 


.040S7S 


0.18S5 


2.2250 


.1902 


Dace: 21 / 12/7993 


Offer 


t.8710 


0.04I63S 


2.3200 


0.7970 



0 . 2 S 75 


1.5475 


0.3US 


1.3905 


fence systems. 

South African officials said 
they were negotiating with 
some Gulf countries to sell the 
Rooivalk, one of the most 
advanced helicopters in the 
world. 

“We are optimistic about 
deals." Mr. Creeling said. 
“We are not competitive in 
some types of weapons be- 
cause ours are expensive. But 
we are competitive in artillery, 
which is the best in the world. 
We also have the Rooivalk." 

The GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia. Bahrain. Oman. 
Qatar. Kuwait and the UAE 
— lifted the boycott against 
South Africa two years aeo 
after sweeping reforms by 
President F.W. de Klerk to 
dismantle apartheid. 

^veral GCC officials have 
visited Pretoria, while South 
African delegations have 'gone 
to the Gulf to discuss economic 
cooperation and investment. 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 

MPCMG. AR FREIGHI 
FQRUMOMG, OOOfl-lo 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
OEU VERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AMD; RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWMASONS 

604676 QIIA69& ^ 


Only 


Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Recil 

Ed'tai'lre 

TeL Na 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810S2B 




^ PEKING 

; ' RESTAURANT 

Aimsilic CHAESE-CUISIfa 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. YarmouK 
Engineers* Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket • 

MongoUao Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 811214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight j 



One vkttwfli make yon 
a steady , we bdfoPcUl 


Veritable Cuisine Francaise 
LiuG Entertainmar.t 

W5746 

Shmessani 
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Low oil prices not to hit 
Iran plans, Rafsanjani says 


South Africa opened its first 
Gulf embassy in Bahrain last 
month and is planning to set up 
a commercial centre in Dubai 
to promote exports. 

Bilateral trade has risen dra- 
matically since they normalisi^ 
ties, exceeding S.30 million in 
the First nine months of 199.3. 

According to official figures 
trade was negligible while 
sanctions were in force, and 
most exchanges involved secret 
.arms and oil deals. 

Intemationai isolation dur- 
ing apartheid prompted South 
Africa to develop its own milit- 
ary industries, with arms pro- 
duction reaching nearly S2 bil- 
lion in 1992. 

“We have become major 
arms exporters, although we 
did not have arms offices 
around the world. We used to 
send marketeers to'visii coun- 
tries wishing to buy weapons 
from South Africa." Mr. 
Creeling said. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Pres- 
ident Akhar Hushemi Rafsan- 
jani Tuesday presented the 
annual budget bill and u five- 
'year plan to fxirliament and 
said Iran could continue its 
development plan despite low 
oil prices. 

- “Iran is not reliant on emu 
oil prices as other petroleum 
exporting countries are." the 
Iranian news agency IRNA 
quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as tell- 
ing parliament. 

Iran could continue with its 
development plans regardles.s 
of oil prices, he was quoted as 
saying. 

Iran, which has been earning 
about 8S per cent of its hard 
cash from crude oil sales in 
recent years, has been hit hard 
by the .30 per cent full in oil 
prices this year. 

Parliament Speaker Aii 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri was 
quoted as saying Monday that 
the legislature wanted to post- 
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- Chinese ,*niaL Phimpino 
Indonislan & Malaysian Spe- 
cialRles. 

- Rve Brandies ALL Over The 
World And Now. One In 
Amman. 

• Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busl- 
nessDay.-- 


12dX)-3:30p.m 
6:30-11:30p.m 
-(7 days a week) 



2 nd Cirdb Jabal Amman 
' Opposhe French IbaT 

Tel- 653482 




Vine / ' 

Qe&Launant ^ Ibpes 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profesrional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our and get> 

• JUM 0 O pAe*o 

ste 30% iHfpar 

* Fr 0 « mntargm- 
mmnt 20 jt 30 cm 

Shmesani - Opp! Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: o04042 
Swefieh tel; 823891 


pone the start of the five-year 
plan for a year." because one 
cannot study a plan in u crisis. " 

The budget and the plan, 
which is Iran’s sc<»nd five-year 
development plan since the 
19fi0-KK Iran-lraq war. are 
both for periods starting March 
21. 1994. 

The plan sets total govern- 
ment expenditure of 23S.5 tril- 
lion riyals — the equivalent of 
SI5I.9 billion at the assumed 
exchange rate of 1..570 rivals 
per dollar, and per cent 
more than the first plan's 
approved total. 

on revenue U to meet 5 1 per 
cent of. the total, or SV.5 
billion, according to planning 
chief Massoud Roghuni Zun- 
jani. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said Iran had ' 
reduced its reliance on oil and 
urged parliament deputies and 
the media to focus on the 
achievements of the first plan 
and "^void solely mugnifyiiig 
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Special Dinner Menu 
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1>pkal Oihmi Foods 
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ShmAMnb snat 
Um UOwinah Corrmn U Centre 

Tel,: 881174 
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the existing economic prob- 
lems." [RNA said. 

Critics say the first plan has 
foiled in major areas including 
promoting industrial export 
and privatisation, and that the 
recent-oil price fall highlighted 
just how dependent Iran's eco- 
nomy still was on the commod- 
ity. 

Iranian officials said the 
country has $8 billion in 
arrears in its commercial debts 
out of u total S28 billion of 
foreign commitments. 

A set of guidelines for the 
second plan by supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to 
Mr. Rafsanjani. reported by 
IRI^A on Monday, called for 
measures to “prevent the na- 
tion's relying on foreign loans, 
and striving to gradually get rid 
of outstanding obligations.'* 

Mr. Rafsanjani said Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei's views were in- 
coiporated in the plan. But it 
was not immediately clear 


{ ) 

whether provisions for 
foreign credit has been ke^"iv 
the blueprint. i | 

The first drjifr $f the planj 
before it. was' discussed iq the 
cabinet*, authorised the go^enij 
meni to seek up to $2.4 b^liot 
in long-term foreign loans it 
build four dams- i 

' I 

Next year's budget sets jota 

f overhment cxpendliurfc a 
3.8 billion riyals. 32.9 perjeen 
more than the current >'ear* 
approved level. > 

'^e expenditure figurie i; 
equal to $21.3 billion a^ the 
plan's assumed exchange fote 
but convened at Tuesday': 
, bank rate of 1,751 riyalsj pei 
dollar it would amount to S19. j 
billion: ; ] 

Tehran Radio quoted cMr 
Rafsanjani as saying the |?lar 
envisaged average anduat 

r owth of between 5.4 perjand 
0 per cent in the-;|gross 
domestic product. .^'r j 
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II.N. suspends Sarajevo airlift 


I SARAJEVO (Agendes) — 
* United Nations suspended 

< its humanitariaD airlift to 
Sarajevo Tuesday after one of 
its planes was tut by he^ 
I machinegw fire while landine 
' in the Bosnian capi^ 

the brevious day. 

''The humanitarian airlift of 
the U.N. High Commissioner 
I for Refugees (UNHCR) has 
:been suspended, we don't 
know for how lonj,” said U.N. 
^ok^man Major Idesbald 


'an Biesebioeck. 
In Geneva. 


UNHCR 


I spokesman Ron Redmond said 
^tne aid effort would be re- 
sumed only when there were 
i assurances there would be no 

* more such inddents. 

< He said the suspension was 
' ordered in the waJte of Mon^ 
( day’s shooting “and a number 
1 of other serious inddents over 
the p^t few weeks.'* 
i Toe decision was taken re- 
luctantly, he said, adding: 
I “The airlift is absolutely cni- 
1 dal to keep this dty alive." 

• He said a Soviet-made 
i Ojoisbin 76 transport plane 
^ OMrated by the U.N. Protec- 
“ non Force lUWROFOR) in 

Bosnia was hit by six bnUete, 
. damagng its fuel tanks. 

A U.N. spokesman in Zag- 
reb said the bullets pierced a 
wing and entered me cabin 
area hut the flight crew 
escaped injiuy. 

Repairs were made on the 
ground and the plane took off 
for its return fo'ght to Zagreb 


successfully. 

Maj. Van Biesebroedc said 
the shots appeared to come 
from Didza, a Serb-a>ntroUed 
western suburb of Samjevo but 
he declined to blame any one 
of Bosnia's waning factions for 
the inddent. 

Fierce fighting between 
MusUm-led government troops 
and rebel Serb forces erupted 
in Sarajevo's western suburbs 
Tuesd^, ftuther endangering 
the airlift whose planes swoop 
low over the battlefield area 
while taking off. and landing. 

The U.hT spokesman said 
118 artill^ impacts bad been 
recorded in the suburbs of Stup 
and Rajlovac between 5 a.m. 
and 8 a.m. Tuesday and fierce 
Sghting continued late into the 
morning. 

Asked about the significance 
of the fighting, M^. Van 
Biesebroe^ repBed: "It's diffi- 
cult to assess. It's probably just 
a show of force, harassment, 
before the (Geneva) talks 
begin." 

Stup, fonneriy a Croat sub- 
urb, has been largely destroyed 
in months of fitting. Mudim 
and ^ib forces each hold parts 
of the town, which flanks the 
airport road along which all of 
Sarajevo’s relief supplies must 
travel. 

Meanwhile, leaders from 
former Yugoslavia began a 
new push Tuesday to reach a 
pre-Christmas peace agree- 
ment in Bosnia, with intema- 
-tional mediator Lord Owen 


expressing qualified confi- 
^Dce on the outcome. 

Bosnia’s rebel Serb leader 
Radovan Karadric was also in 
upbeat mood, saying: “This 
time 1 think we can make it.” 

But Bosnian Qoat leader 
Mate Boban and the republic’s 
Muslim Presideat Alija Izetbe- 
govic both said they saw little 
wasce of success. 

Lord Owen said he was 
“foirly confident... I hope so, 
anyway," when be and co- 
mediator Thorvald Stoltenbeig 
(^ened a day of talks at Gene- 
va's Palais Des Nations. 

Also taking part were Presi- 
dent SlobooM Milosevic 
Serbia and Franjo Tudjman of 
Croatia. The mediators were 
hoping that the two, at a key 
me^g Tuesday morang, 
could agree on a new territorial 
offer to break the . deadlock. 

w 

On Wednesday, the Bosniw 
leaders and the mediators will 
go to Brussels to meet Euro- 
Man Community foreign 
ministers, who are pressing 
hard for a rapid agreement to 
end the Bosnian war, now 20 
monflis old. 

The mediators and the EC 
are insisting that the Muslims 
be oven at least one diiid of 
the salkan republic in a prop- 
osed three-way split. In return 
they are prepared gradually to 
ease Unit^ Nations sanctions 
on Seitua. 

In a separate development. 


Pre«iripm 'Milosevics Socialist 
Party was only four seats short 
of an absolute majori^ in^- 
fiament Tuesday, with four- 
fifths of the votes counted, the 
Electoral Connnission said. 

7110 commission said the 
Sodalists with 48.8 per cent of 
the vote had secured 122 seats 
in the 250-seat assembly, fol- 
lowed by the opposition lib^ 
coalition DEPOS 44 seats 
and 17.6 per cent, the ultra- 
nationalist Radk^ Party with 
40 seats and 16 per cent and 
the Democratic Party with 29 
seats (11.6 per cent). 

The Democratic Party of 
Serbia bad se\'en seats ftom 2.8 
per cent, the Democratic Un- 
ion representing ethnic Hunga- 
rians m Vojvodina five from 
two per cent and the Democra- 
tic Action Party oi Albanians 
in southern Serbia thiw from 
1.2 per cent. 

Turnout in Sunday’s polling 
was around 70 per cent. Elec- 
tion Commission Chairman 
Zoran Jumic said. 

The Socialists have in- 
creased foeii share of the vote 
as counting has progressed, 
and were already claiiiiiDg an 
absolute majority Monday. 

Their showing is a vast im- 
provement on last year’s elec- 
tions, when they only obtained 
28.77 per cent of the vote and 
101 seats, despite an appallhm 
economic situation as a resuR 
of an intemationa] embargo 
against Serbia. 


Poll: Clinton's approval rating up 

WASHINGTON (R) — A new poll said President Bill 
Ginton's approval rating has Jumoed nine points in the past 
month. largely because of his handling of the: economy. The 
AB^ News/Washington Post poll said S8 per cent of Amer- 
ican^ approve of the way Mr. Clinton is handling his job. up 
from 49 per cent Nov. 14. At the same time, the president’s 
rating on the economy jumped lU points in a month, to S3 per 
cent) the poll said. A statement from ABC News said this 
jump "seems largely- responsible for Mr. Ointon’s overall 
posttive ratings." The poll also noted that Mr. Clinton got a 
good score on the way he is dealing with the »tuation in 
Russia, with 68 per cent approving. The ABC News/ 
Washington Post poll was based on telephone interviews with 
1.000 adults from Dec. 15-19. a few days after a parliamentary 
.elenion in Russia produced surprisingly strong support for 
Cor^munist and ultra-nationalist parties, llie poll had a 
mai^n of error of plus or minus 3.5 per cent. 

France moves closer to NATO 

i 

PA^IS (AFP) — France is returning to the bosom of the 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), but by decre^ 
in.condition the Atlantic alliance reforms itself. For the 
jdme since Preriderit Charles'E^Gfaulle pulled his com itrv 
n NATO’s integrated commarKfin 1966. Paris is consider- 
ing having its defence minister and armed forces chief of staff 
take;part in NATO deliberations. Defence Minister Francois 
Leofard said Sunday. The move is prompted by increasing 
NA*rO involvement in peacekeeping operations, such as in 
Yugoslavia, vdiere France is heavily committed, ‘it is entirely 
nonnal that the defence minister sits in on" the NATO council 
"and the Joint Chief of Staff in the military committee when 
the subject can affect France and its armed forces," said Mr. 
Leotard. New NATO missions, notably in peacekeeping, and 
the increased role in Europe in the alliance will be the main 
themes of a special NATO summit scheduled for Jan. 10 in 
Brussels. 



IRA injures 2 in Belfast bomb 

BELFAST (R) — The IRA wounded two people in a Belfut 
bomb attack Monday night to warn Britain that the guerrillas 
have yet to end their 25-year war and accept an An^o-Irish 
peace package. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) quickly 
claimed responsibility for the bombing, the first time it has 
admitted an attack since Britain and Ireland unveiled three 
peace plan last Wednesday. The plan calls on the IRA and 
Protestant extremists to lay down their arms in return for a 
place at peace talks and recognition that people in both 
Northern Ireland and Ireland should determine the future of 
the troubled province. A soldier and a civilian were injured in 
Monday's attack, the second major bomb in Northern Ireland 
since British Prime Minister John Major and Irish Premier 
Albert Reynolds launched their initiative last W^nesday. 

Aristide talks with U.S, officials 

WASHINGTON (R) — Ousted Haitian President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide held talks Monday on ways to restore 
democracy to,his-country and a top U.S. pffidal'urged him. to 
recontider ahatibriaf reooadUjitioa conforeppe^iMr,. A^stide^ . 
the Caiibbean'tfbtion'E first democratically eletxed president, 
met officials' ftom the Ura'ied States. France. Canada and 
Venezuela Monday to try to break Haiti's political deadlock. 
"We discussed the current dipiomatic situation and explored 
with President Aristide the ways that the current impt^ 
might be resolved." State Department ^keswoman Christ- 
ian Shelly said at a briefing. In the Haitian capital, radio 
stations quoted remarks from what they said was a highly ' 
critical letter from Haiti Prime Minister Robert Malval to Mr. 
Aristide a day before the prime minsiter tendered his 
resignation last week. The radio reports quoted Mr. Malval as 
accusing Mr. Aristide of lacking trust in his own prime 
minister and repeatedly promising to support an initiative only 
to change his mind, withdraw support, or fail to carry through. 


Prince Edward begs press to lay off him, girlfriend 


LONDON (R) — Prince Ed- 
ward asked Britain's media to 
leave him and his new girl- 
friend alone, but her likened 
to Princess Diana appears to 
have boosted interest in the 
new face on the royal scene. 

Queen Elizabeth's youngest 
son pleaded for privacy in a 
rare letter to editors and’ urged 
them not to hound Sophie 
Rhys-Jones after their rela- 
tionship was unveiled at the 
weekend. 

Photographers and reporters 
have pursued her. delighted 
that her blonde bob haiistyle 
smile and gait bring instant 
reminders of Prince Edward’s 
sister-4'n-.law. Diana, who 
bowedrout from public life last 
week ^ying she couid not take 
the media pressure. 

"Me- and my Di," read the 
hea^ine in Tuesday’s tabloid 
Daily Star. The Sun called her. 
“Di-dentical." 


"She’s a commoner but 
already she’s got the royal 
touch." Today newspaper said 
of the 28-year-old public rela- 
tions consultant. "She looks 
like Di and now she speaks like 
her.’’ 

Facing a dearth of Di stories, 
the appearance of Ms. Rhys- 
Jones seemed too good to be 
true for tabloid editors, until 
the prince sent them all a fax 
asking them to leave the pair 
alone 

The balding badielor prince. 
29. said he wanted' to stop the 
press "destroying that part of 
my life that I am entitled to 
regard as private and, more 
importantly, sophie’s life." 

*'We are not planning to get 
married — we only met each 
other in the last few months — 
but we are good friends. If this 
changes, we will let you know 
in a proper and formal man- 
ner." he said to i>cotch rumours 



Prince Edward gestures to the waitii^; media as he leaves bis 
office late Moni^y <AFP photo) 



Sophie Rhys-Jones, latest girifriend oT Prince Edward, gels into 
her car after leaving her London office (AFP photo 


that a summer wedding was 
planned. 

In a direct reference to the 
broken marriages of his 
brothers Prince Charles and 
Prince Andrew. Prince Ed- 
ward said media scrutiny of his 
family had "not been* dt all 
beneficial to their rela- 
tionships." 

“Please will you call an end 
to your harassment of both 
Sophie and me and allow us to 
try to carry on our lives as 
normal." he said, appealing to 
the spirit of Christmas go^- 
will. 

Prince Edward sent the mes- 
sage by fax from the iiffices of 
the new television production 
he has set up hut vdien he tried 
to leave work he found his car 
trapped by photographers’ 
\*ehicles. 

The constant glare of pubiic* 
ity was partly hlumed for the 
break-up kst year of Diana's 
1^1 marriage to heir to the 
throne Prince Charles, and for 
the separation IS months ago 
of Prince Andrew and flame- 
haired Sarah Ferguson, known 
as Fergie. 

The paper that enraged Prin- 
ce^ Diana by showing sneaked 
pictures of her working out in a 
gym said it would respect 


Prince Edward’.s wishes. 

"Naturally the Daily Mirror 
would not dream of harassing 
him or his friend Sophie Rhys- 
Jones." editor D;:vtd Banks 
said. "We will nut he pointing 
cameras over fences or through 
hedges." 

Its circulation rival, the Sun. 
advised Prince Bdwairi to learn 
from his brothers' mistake to 
make .sure hk relationship 
went well. 

Hie shy Prince Edward has 
until now escaped much of the 
royal spotlight, despite being 
described as a "wimp" for quit- 
ting the tough Royal Marines 
in I9S7 for a job in the theatre. 

In 1 990 he was forced to 
deny persistent rumours he 
was homosexual despite having 
dated a string cf actresses. 
European princes.ses and tele- 
vision personalities. 

He and Ms. Rhys-Jones are. 
said to have met at a charity 
tennis event and to have spent 
weekends at Buckingham 
Puiucc together. 

The queen is reported to 
have met her Min's girlfriend, 
and loyui watchers say the 
couple will join the rest of the 
rny'aJ family at Sandringham 
for New Year celebrations. 


Efforts to woo S. Africa’s right stall 



CAPE TOWN (R) — Last- 
ditch talks to draw right win- 
gers into South Africa's transi- 
tion to black majority rule stal- 
led in Cape Town Tuesday. 

Lack of progress there 
prompted white Afrikanen to 
put off signing an agreement in 
Johannesburg that they had 
reached earlier with the Afri- 
'can National Congress (ANC). 

The ANC. saying it did not 
want to take over a country 
under fire, said it undeixtotxi 
the concerns of Afrikaners 
who are demanding a home- 
land in post-apartheid South 
Africa. 

Afrikaner People's Front 
(AVF) leader General Con- 
stand Viljoen told a news con- 
ference in Johannesburg that 
the right-wing Freedom 
Alliance involved in the sepa- 
rate talks could have collap^ 
if he had signed tbe accord 
with the ANC to study an 
Afrikaner homeland.. 

Gen. Viijoen's front is part 
of the five-member alliance 
which has been holding talks 
with the ANC and the govern- 
ment over whether to take part 
in the process leading to the 
country's first non-radal elec- 
tions next April 27. 

Freedom Alliance legislator 
Tom Langley said they had 
been unable to readi agree- 
ment at the last-minute talks in 
Cape Town, but had set up a 
committee to look for a break- 
through. 


Ihe alliance of black and 
white federalists demands re- 
gional autonomy in a post- 
apartheid South Africa and is 
boycotting preparations for the 
election. 

The whitfrdominated parlia- 
ment is due to vote Wednesday 
on a draft constitution for the 
iransitioiv to majority rule. 

"The ANC were, as always, 
arrogant and uncompromising 
as if the country belongs to 
them and them alone." Mr. 
Langl^' said. 

Gen. Viljoen, commenting 
on the front's decision to post- 
pone the signing of a "interim 
strate^c agreement" wifli the 
ANC on the Afrikaner's right 
to a post-apartheid homeland, 
said; 

"We feel betrayed, we feel 
very sorry. The people in ^pe 
Town are not taking us serious- 
ly" 

ANC Assistant Secretary- 
General Jacob Zuma accepted 
the AVF decision, saying it 
was important that white Afri- 
kaner concerns should be 
addressed. 

“An ANC government 
would not like to take over a 
country under fire. Ihat’s why 
this problem has to be re- 
solved." he said at a joint news 
conference. 

Mr. Zuma said the ANC bad 
abo agreed the time was not 
ripe to »gn the agreement with 
the AVF. 

A member of Zulu chief 


Mangrxnrhu Buthelezi's In- 
katha Freedom Party, one of 
the Freedom Alliance mem- 
bers. said the alliance had been 
willing Tuesday to drop its 
demand foE-^separaie national 
and regional ballots in return 
for greater flexibility on de- 
manos for regional autonomy. 

Mr. Langley said specific 
issues were not discussed in 
Cape Town as the three parties 
wrangled about a joint ^ern- 
ment and an ANC demand for 
an uj^front commitment from 
the alliance to participate in, or ' 
facilitate, the election if their 
demands were met. 

He said the ANC demand 
had been framed in terms de- 
signed to insult right-wing 
leaders. "It reflects on our 
integrity. What they want is 
something to humiliate us and 
to trample on ..us." 

Gen. Viljoen in Johannes- 
burg told reporters he re- 
mained committed to the 
agreeme'nt with the ANC 
though would not go ahead 
until “the political impasse to 
Cape Town has been re- 
solved." 

Mr. Zuma addressed the 
new conference with a note of 
optimism. 

"We believed and we still 
believe that this agreement 
sends a clear message to all 
South Africans that we can 
reach a settlement without 
going the route of tbe blood- 
bath," he said. 


U.N. creates human rights commissioner 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The U.N. Ocncral AMarmhly 
Mundii\ fnrnKilIy created the 
world's first I liidi Commission- 
er for Mnman Rights. :i (Xisi 
unds^r Jisciission for the past 45 
years, to respond quickly Xa 
major rights crises. 

The decision was umini- 
nious, hy consensus without a 
vote, following several months 
of argument in what proved to 
be the nurst contentious Issue 
of the 4,Sth Cieneral Assemhly 
session. 

India's delegate. T.P. 
Sreenivtusan. ealled -the move 
"a historic consensus" and said 
he hoped the commissioner 
Wiiuld prevent the issue from 
exacerbating differences be- • 
tween the world's rich and 
pvHir. 

President Bill Clinton had 
made the post a cornerstone of 
its U.N. policy., ^ind. 

• A.mba.ss:iil^( • A 


Albright has called the leMilu-: 
tion "a major milestone for 
world human rights." 

The wording of the text is 
purposely vague to allow sup- 
porters and opponents to inter- 
pret it. with the United States 
saying the commissioner can 
intervene whenever bn.sic free- 
doms arc being suppressed and 
others arguing that the post has 
definite limitatuins on calling 
attenlion to abuses. 

Much will depend on w hom 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali appoints to the job. 
which will he im the level of an 
undersecretary-general and be 
ha.sed in Cicncvn. 

The commissioner’s man- 
date includes "engaging in dia- 
logue with all governments in 
the implementution of his her 
mandate with a view ui secur- 
ing respeer fdr. till huniiin 
ri^LS.".- ; 


Many Third World nutUms 
objected vigorously to creating 
the post at all. and EnaUor’s 
ambassador. Jv>se Ayala Lmiso. 
is credited with hammering out 
a compromise draft; 

The London-based human 
rights group Amnesty Interna- 
tional welcomed tbe post as an 
‘advance. Bui it expressed dis- 
appointment that states failed 
to give explicit guidance os to 
how the commissioner would 
act in rights emergencies. 

"Obviously, this issue is fun- 
damental to human rights 
work." the group saltl in a 
stacemem. 

At present, the Geneva- 
based U.N. Human Rights 
Commission meets vilnly <vnce a 
year for two months to hciu 
complaints and then a.ssign in- 
vestigation.s to some countries 
accused of abuses. But it is 
- unable to react quickly' to- a 
. - rights crises.iiJwi‘t •*» • 


1 Hunter who shot 
lynx agrees 
to find another 

DUBAI (R) — A hunter who 
shot dead a rare lynx in the 
mountains of the United Arab 
Pirates has agreed to try to 
find its mate to start a captiw 
breeding programme, a d^y 
. newsp^r said Tuesday. *nie 
hunter tracked and shot the 
male caracal lynx beause jt 
wait preying on domestic goats, 
the Emirates News said. The 
Aralnan Leopard Trust sug- 
gested he caf^re i,ts mate to 
help preserve, the speciqs in 
cai^vity and the hunter, wel- 
comed the idea, it added. The. 
trust is a non-goveiiuneniaJ 
organisation trying to preMrve 
wildlife. 

Mother comes 
out of coma 
to hold baby girl 

LONDON (AFP) — A young 
motiier who gave birth while in 
a doma after a car accident has 
recovered suffidently to meet 
the baby girl she never knew 
existed, and should be able to 
spend ^ristmas with her, doc- 
tors said here Monday. Mela- 
nie Douglas, 22, suffered a 
fminured skull and brain dam- 
age when she was hit by a car 
in januaty near her btrnie dose 
'to Birmingham, England. 
\i^en siw was taken to hospit- 
al, doctors discovesed she was 
ei^t weeks pregnant. "Mela- 
nie, started to come out of the 
coma when she went into 
labour," and gave birth, nine 
weejs premature, in June, her 
mother Marie JLangley said. 
When -she was aliow^ to hold 
her baby dai^ter fbt cue first 
time, “she just bearo^.alfl over 
her face,” her motiier said.. The 
young mother can talk fully but 
is still partially paralysed. She 
will be able to spend Qiristmas 
at home with her dau^ter 
before resuming rehabilitation 
at a head injuries unit, doctors 
said. 


China opposes oil embargo on N. Korea 


BEUING (Agencies) — China. 
Tuesday rejected U.S. press- 
ure for an oil embr^ against 
North Korea, saying it still 
favours talks to rid tite Korean 
peninsula of nuclear weapons. 

A Forei^ Mniscry ^kes- 
woman said Beijing did not 
favour “exerting pressure and 
intensifying the contradic- 
tions" between. North Korea 
and U.S.-backed South Korea. ^ 

She reiterated China's call^ 
for a negotiated denuclearisa- 
tion of the entire peninsula. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Thomas McLarty said Sunday 
the United Nations would be 
pressed for an oil embargo if 
talks failed to opM North 
Korea’s nudear facilities to in- 
ternational inspection. 

South Korea and its allies 
fear the Stalinist North is dose> 
to building a nudear bomb. It 
denies this but has reftised to 
open two sites at Yon^ryon to 
cntenuitional inspectors. 

Sanctions would require the 


oHisent of Qnna, one of five 
permanent members of die 
Security Council. Beijing, long 
a dose ally of the Communist 
government in Pyongyang, has 
come under pres sur e to use its 
influence on North Korea. 

The Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman w^d not com- 
ment on Mnts by U.S. Treas- 
ury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
thm Nina's support for denuc- 
learisation in North Korea 
pay dividends in Beij- 
ing's trade disputes with 
Washington. 

hfr. Bentsmi said Sunday 
that persistent U.S. reminders 
to Qiina of its cnidal trade 
links widi the United States 
were having a deal of 

influence" on Beijing. 

Mr. McLarty said Washing- 
ton still intended to continue 
talks with l^ongyang to try to 
persuade it to comply with 
agreements to curb nuclear 
proliferation but sanctions 
were being considered if 


tiatimis failed. 

Economic sanctions could 
prove a.harsh weapon against 
North Korea, which admits. its 
economy is in crisis. 

Japan and China share con- 
cerns over North Korea's 
alleged nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme and the Japmiese 
tile Chinse to try to persu^ 
the North to resolve the dis- 
pute, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in Tokyo said 
Tuesday. 

Pyongyang's latest response 
to U.S. proposals to resolve 
the nudear row represented 
some p ro gress. * ■’* 

irhe response ‘ from tbe 
North was made during Mon- 
day’s talks in New York be- 
tween U.S. and North Korean 
offidals. 

“The message is getting 
acroK, tiiere is some impiwe- 
ment — there are some points 
we must study, but it fell short 
of expectations,” a Foreign 
Mints^ oflScial sa^ 


S. Korea makes major cabinet changes 


SEOUL (lO — South Knea's 
Presideot lum Yotmg-’Sam re- 
placed 14 ministers Iwsdlay in 
a sveepipg- cabinet reshuffle 
desigDed to restore his credibil- 
ity after breaking election cam- - 
paign promises to bar rice im- 
pofts. 

. In the big^st sh^-op of 
tbe 24-memo^ cabinet smoe 
be became the nation's first 
civilian president in more t h an 
three d^des in February, bfr. 
Kim disnussed his dUef econo- 
mic ptaimer as well as numsters 
of defence, unification, in- 
terior and apiculture. 

The way for the reshuffle 
was set Thursday when Hwang 
In-Sung resigned as prime 
minister, saying he was taj^g 
the blame for foiling to prevent 
tile ike market qiemsg. 

He ’was reriaoed tbe same 
day by Lee HobChang, who 
has spearheaded Mr. Kim’s 
'anti-conrujption drive. 

•Tran^rt Minister Chung 
Jai-Suk vrin replace Mr. Lee 
Ryung-Sbick as new deputy 
premier and head of tbe econo- 
mic planning .board. 

Mr. Chung's promotion 
made room at tiah4>ort for Oh 
Myung, former conunonica- 
tions minister and chief oq^ 
niser of the 1993 Taejon Wond 


Expo. 

Coz 


mtrary to eiqpecCioas, Mr. 
Kim retai^.FinanceMbiis^ 
Hong Jae-Hyoog and Trade 


hfittister Kim Cliul-Sn, moves 
seen ^ analysts as demonstrat- 
ii^ his desire to tnafaitain cur- 
rent economic potides. 

Local news media had 
qieculated most of Mr. Kim’s 
Bey economic ministen would 
be replaced to spread the 
blame for the rice market 
opening under the GATT 
worid trade deal, wfaidi pro- 
voked widespread protests Ity 
farmers and. students. 

A presidential spokesman 
said Tuesday's cabmeC sfaake- 
tq) was made ”to oope widi 
new economic order following. 
the settlement of Uruguay 
round of trade taDcs.” . 

^ He said Mr. Kim WQoldqmi- 
tinue bis • administrative re- 
fDxms and the cabinet wooldbe 
asked to make the country 
more competitive interaa- 
tionaOy. 

; The new unification minister 
vdll be Lee Ymig-Dqg,' a pro- 
fessor at a Seoul Umvenity 
vtiio 0006 served as a chief 
negotiator in foike wjtb the 
Communist Nortii. • 
hfr. Kto retained Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo ara 
E3m Dealt, h^ ofw Agen^ 
for National Security nanouig, 
the spokesman 
Rhee Bwu&g-Tae, a former 
general who prevfonsly beaded 
oie Agenty for Patriots and. 
Veterans Affein, wilt become 
tbe new defence minister in 
place of Kwon Youn^Hae. 


The Defence hfin&cy has. 
rebeotlr been under fire fopan 
' alleged .multiittillion dollar 
arms procuemeot smndle.' 

The president has ordered a 
thorcKi^ probe into the case, 
in whidi a fbimgn. anns dealer 
was alleged to nave defrau^d 
the numstxy’olS6.67 by 

failing to delhaer ammumtion 
paid OT by a biaocfa of the 
Korea Exchange Bank in 
Paris.' 

Hyung|'Woo,.'Woo, a five-term 
•legislator temnled as one of 
hv. iCffl's closest confidants, 
“will become the new interior 
minister, repladng Lee Hae- 
Kop. 

Among otheis dropped from 
the cabinet were A^cnltnre 
Minister Hun Shin-;Haeqg, 
Labour Mmsteir Rhee litJe, 
Construction Minister Koh 
Byung-Woo, Education hGni&’ 
ter Ob Byong-Mbou and £n- 
viroument Minister Whang 
San-Snog. 

Mr. Khn, who has pursued a 
tough campaim to dean up 
oosniptiou ana administrative 
dmses, is eagpected to- extend 
his administrative to 

the top ranks of his n^g 
Dempaatic Liberal Pa^. 

Four senk» party omdals, 
meinding SeoWiy-Geaer^ 
Ntyung-Soo, tendered 
tiieir resignations Monday, 
dearing the way for a 
leriiuffle. 


3 hurt in crash 
with Christmas 
tree thieves 

ANTWERP, Belgium (AFP) 
— Three people were injured* 
when thieves with g stolen 
.Qiristmas tree in their jeep 
jumped several red. lights* aiid 
corded, witii two other- caii 
near here, pqlice. smd. One of 
the injut^ men was in the 
'^taway car.- Police said the 
‘ tliievesiook off in a hurry with 
' their fi^ts off after officers 
snrprisdd them while they were 
loadng a large pine tree whkfa 
they had stolen from a sub- 
urbian riiop- into tbeii je^. 
Two of tbe injured, induding 
the one in the thieves' car, 
were ho^’talised. 

Thieves rob 
old woman, then 
call for help 

SYDNEY (R) — Two masked 
thieves bound, gagged and 
robbed an 83-year-old woman 
in her Sydn^.home Tuesday 
before, diailmg an eme^entty' 
number for her and calling for 
help, Australian police said. 
Tbe men forced open a win- 
dow .and woke the woman in 
the middle of the night. They 
took several hundred, dollars 
from her purse, bound her iritii 
tape and tied her to the bed, a 
spokesman sdd. They discon- 
nect^ her telephone but later 
called an emergency number 
from another phone to. get her 
help. Police said the woman 
was shaken but not harmed 
during the robbery. 

Thai dog nurses 
tiger cubs 

BANGKOK (R) — A Thai 
dog has sucoesftilly nursed 
two tiger cubs that were re- 
fused milk by their mother, the 
Nation newspaper reported 
Tuesday. iThon^cham nursed 
the cubs along with her own six 
puppies at a zoo in Lop Buri, 
ISO kilometres north of Bang- 
kok, the newspaper said. "She 
is a very kind dog and has a 
good heart,*' the paper quoted 
Thongkham's owner as saying. 

1st Japanese 
woman ordained 
as priest 

WELLINGTON (AFP) — At 
first Jrniko Monica Preston’s 
husband couldn't believe bis 
wife's ambition, but she was 
determined to be the first 
Japanese woman to become an 
Afiglicaa priest. Preston is now 
priest-as^stant at the WeRing- ' 
ton Cathedral of Saint Paul 
where earlier this niomh she 
was ordained by Ardibisfaop 
Brian Davis. "The archbishop 
saw may calFug and encour- 
aged me," she said Tuesday. 
Preston arrived in New Zea- 
land from En^nd in 1989 widi 
her busb^ Thomas, a former 
British diplomat. "Tom is very 
supponhre ~ he couldn't be- 
lieve it when I first said I was 
called, but he folly aqipreciates 
it. now.” ' 


£■ 

4 • 

a ' 

s. 




♦ 


i 



JORDAN TIMES. WEDNESDAY. DECFAIBER 22. 1993 


‘‘I* • i 
* \ 





4 




nFA Seemai 7 -GeDerai Joseph Blatter (centre) stands below the bowd showing the final groiq) bre&down after (he 1994 World 
S A ArCq» final draw in Las Vegas (AFP photo) 

' Vogts keeps team under wraps before Mexico clash 


^ MEXICO CITY (R) — Ger- 
man coach Berti Vogts Is rc- 
^ fusing to ^ve away much aoout 
; his ; line-up for Wednesday's 
^ clash with Mexico in the last 

- fdendty of the World Chan\- 
pions* 10-day tour. 

- Vogts's team face an awe- 

- some task at high altitude in 
front of more than 100.000 

’ fanatic^ Mexicans at the Aztec 
Stadium, the venue, for the 
. World Cup finals in both 1970 
:'tend 1986. 

The German coach does not 
. want to give his opponents too 
much information>in advance. 

Asked by German journal- 
ists whether he could confiim 
' • rumours that he would play 
midfiehler Andy Moeller in a 
out-and-out striker's role, 
Vogts said late Monday: “That 
has to be translated (into Span- 
ish for the Mexican journal- 
ists). So I can't answer that." 

All the German squad are fit 


But apart from confirming 
that Bodo IM^er would play 
his second match of the tour in 
goal and Bayern Munich's 
Christian Ziege would replace 
Andreas Brehme as expMed 
on the left flank, Vogts kept 
everybody wondering. 

The likelihood is that Vogts 
will make several changes from 
the team that struggled* to 
break down a defensive Amer- 
ican side in Stanford Stadium, 
California, Saturday. 

Apart from Strunz and 
Ziege. Moeller is likely to 
move up to join Juergien Klins- 
mann in attack with former 
East German Matthias Sam- 
mer taking over his attacking 
role in midfield just behind the 
two strikers. 

Forward Stefan Kuntz. who 
scored on his debut against the 
Americans, will probably start 
the match on the bench. 
Bayern Munich's Thomas Hel- 


apart from - reserve., striker...,, ..mgr should return in defence. 
Berndj,.y^b.S 5 h;',jyftp ,',ha#^^«V,nffexico have a strong ream 
strained a namstring. ThC; - which is expected., to. include 
game-is the final t'e^ on a tou£'... '-Spanish-based striker Hugo 
to the U.S. and Meiuco which Sanchez and Lais Garcia. With 


game, is the final t'e^ on a totik'. 
to the U.S. and Mexico which 
the Germans are using as key 
preparation for next year's 
World Cop in the United 
States. 

Vogts admitted he planned 
to play VFB Snittgan's Tho- 
mas Strunz on the ri^t of 
midfield and rest Thomas 
Haessler who has proved him- 
self in the two other matches 
of the tour — a 2-1 defeat by 
Argentina and a 3-0 victory 
over the U.S. 


-the conditions in their favour, 
the Mexicans have a superb 
chance to deal the world cham- 
pions only their second defeat 
of the year. 

' Vogts was concerned that 
the altitude problem would 
hinder (he Germans; "Any- 
body who has been out for a 
jog here or gone up a few 
hundred steps knows what we 
are up against." he said. 

Germany's tour of the Un- 


Ortlieb hopes for super-G win 


LECH, Austria (R) — Local 
hero Ifattidc .Ortlieb will be out 
to croWn his first Alpine Skiing 
World Cup win last week by 
wrapjxng up a super-G victory 
Wednes^ as a ^ristraas gift 
for his hone town. 

But the stocky 26-year-old. 
who learnt to ski in Lech's 
Ari.berg Mountains, will have 
to put his local knowledge to 
best use to stave off a toi^ 
challenge from compatriot 
Guenthtf Mader and Olympic 
.super-O champion Kjettl- 


andre Aamodi of Norway. 

Ortlieb is glowing with confi- 
dence after scoring the best 
result of his six-year World Cup 
■ career in a downhill race at Val 
Gardena in Italy last Saturday, 
a victory which quashed any 
suggestions that his Olympic 
downhill triumph in 1992 was a 
fluke. 

Now the Austrian wants to 
make up for crashing out of the 
season's first super-G at Val 
D'Isere in France just over a 
week ago. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


VRmONUA SHAME 
- aTAWMHHIRSCH 


VSEKLY BBDGE QUQ 


Q.1— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you b(dd: • 

7A OAJI1065 «KQ984 
Tlie bidding bu proceeded; 

Soo& West North East 

1 0 . .Paaa 1 W Paae 

2 * . P«M . 2 « PM0 

What do 3fou bid wwr? 

Q.2— ~Botb vulnerable, as South 
you bold 

«9543 <7A72 06632 *85 

Pwtnec die ^difing with two 

, no truiap, ihoviDg 21-22 points. 
^ Wbat eetke do jou take? 

Q.3»Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hoi* . ^ 

*AJ6 ^^852 06 *7663 
The biddiaf has proceeded 

South West 
I 0. Pub 1 <? - Ptti 
PMji ? 

I What eettOB do you take? 


Q.4 — ^As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

4AJ105 <7AQJ5 -08 *KQ72 
The baa proceeded 

South Wui North East 
1 * Paaa 1 * Pass 

What do you bid novrt 

Q.5—Neitber vulnexable, as South 
you hold 

*7 <?AKQ1(» vAQJ *J1096 
The has proceeded 

South We«t_ North East 

1 7 Pass 1 NT Pub 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

*732 7AKQJ105 vKQ6 *6 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
die bidding vith OBS DO tiuinp (16- 

18 points). What actioa do you 
take? 


tted States and Mexico turned 
sour Monday when the players 
boycotted the media and Vogts 
made a fierce attack on the 
officials due to take charge of 
their last match in Mexico 
City. 

All the German team, who 
are normally cordial with the 
press, refused to come to a 
scheduled news conference 
saying the criticism in the Ger- 
man media had been too harsh 
after their 3-0 victory over the 
United States. 

Vogts said he had made an 
official protest to soccer's 
world governing body FIFA 
about Mexico's decision to 
appoint two Mexican linesmen 
for their friendly Wednesday. 

"Don't you think it is hard 
for us having to read this critic- 
ism for months on end." Ger- 
man captain Lothar Matthaeus 
told reporters sternly. 

“You ioi are trying to throw 
.a spanner in the . works of the 
, whole team. That is putting 
our sporting success in danger 
and we are not going to let that 
happen." 

Vogts was clearly annoyed 
by the affair which has sudden- 
ly upset morale in the German 
camp on a tour which he sees 
as vital preparation for next 
year's World Cup. His frustra- 
tion spilled over into an attack 
on the Mexicans over the lines- 
men. 

“The Mexicans have an 
almost perfect offaide trap and 
I'm very disappointed that we 
have two Mexican linesmen for 
the game." the German coach 
siad. "That's not fair.” 

“We have made a protest to 
FIFA and they have sent a fax 
to the Mexican Federation. We 
have had no answer yet 
...Looking at the (linesmen) 
situation and with their offside 
trap, all you have to say (to our 
team) is ‘best of luck, lands'." 

Acrimony seems to strike 
the German team whenever 
they visit Mexico. The last time 
they boycotted the media was 
at the 1986 World Cup after a 
German tabloid alleged some 


of the players had been out on 
a wild night on the town. 

As soothing violins played 
in the background at an official 
r^ption at a central Mexico 
City hotel Monday evening, 
the players coolly turned their 
backs on reporters and refused 
to make any comments about 
Wednesday's game. 

The Gennan media was cri- 
tical of the world champions' 
inability to break down a large- 
ly weak U.S. team in Stanford 
Stadium. Two of the goals 
came from set pieces. 

The performance followed a 
2-1 defeat by Argentina in the 
opening match of the 10-day 
tour in Miami, the world cham- 
pions' first loss for a year. 


Nadera^ 

Flowers 





S/towfOi/r lov6i 
respect and 
appreciation with 
Fresh Flowers. 

Opposite Queen i 
Alia Fund j 
Abdoun Tei:829422\ 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR FLAT 
FOR RENT OR SALE IN SHJMA5ANI 

Area: 250 square metres, separate entrance, 
separate garage. 3 bedrooms, including a 
master bedroom. 3 bathrooms, spacious 
salon with marble floor and gypsum decora- 
tion. separate large sitting room. American 
style luxurious kitchen, spacious garden, a 
store room and a maid's room. 

Please call teL 640418 

CAR FOR SALE 

Renault 25, automatic transmission, full 
options, air conditioning, in very good 
condition. 

Please contact tel. 667937/664426 
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday 22 and 
23/12/1993 


Celebrations and gloom follow 
World Cup draw In Las Vegas 


LONDON (AP) — Like with 
most people who visit Las 
Vegas, there were winners and 
losers. 

Tbe laniards were in a fies- 
ta mood. The Irish were on 
ttieir way to the bars to drown 
their sorrows. 

It may have beeu a mind- 
bog^g way to perfonn a 
Wond Cup <^w, but Sunday's 
ceremony created delight and 
dismay around the worn even 
though no one has played a 
game 3 ^et. 

Brad, co-favouriie with 
Germany to win the trophy, 
was hardly ecstatic at having to 
face three tou^ opponents, 
Rusaa. Cameroon and 
Sweden. 

'^Id other grouftt, you have 
an idea of who wiU 
head coach Cailos > Alberto 
Parreira said. "But in ours it's 
hard to say. 

“It’s a good, strong group," 
said forward Bebeto, 
plays in Spain for Deportivo 
La Coruna. "It's a good test to 
see if we can reach the title or 
ool.” 

Hieo the Brazilians looked 
over at Argentina to see the 
1990 runner up had to face 
Greece, Nig^a and Bulgaria, 
all comparative weaklings in 
World (^up terms. 

"We can't complain because 
we get to face these teams.'’ 
Amntina's largest-ciFculation 
dauy Cronica said. "And, if it 
goes as we suppose. Argentina 


should advance without major 
problems." 

The Nigerians aren't fri^- 
ened of meeting Diegp Mara- 
dona and the rest of t& Argen- 
tina stars. 

“Peof^ talk about Aigenti- 
oa. I don't think there's any- 
thing ^Mcial about them," said 
Babiyo Sbehu, director gener- 
al of N^wa's National Sports 
Commission. 

"This is the World Cto. 
Anything could happen... We 
are not going to be thinking 
about Argentina and forget 
that we n^d points from our 
ocher matdies to qualify. Fm 
optimstic we mil q^iaiify.” 

* Italy, rated third favourite, 
also is in a tfiffienh group along 
with Ireland. Norway and 
Mexico. 

"it has gone very badly as 
usual,” Goadi Amgo Saodii 
said. "But difficult enterprises 
thrill me. He who has graod 
ideas must beat everyone. 1 am 
honoured." 

Ireland has lost all its seven 
meetings with Italy, inciutfing 
in the quarterfioab in 1990. 

"No luck of foe draw for 
Info," headlined the Irish 
Hmes. “it's New York, New 
Yori for unlucky Irish," foe 
paper said, reflectini the fact- 
that Ireland wanted its games 
to be staged at Boston to 
attract a la^ Iiisb foUoadng. 

Mexico was upbeat about 
the prospect of a rare chance to 
tackle foe Europeans. 


TIGNES, France (R) — De- 
borah Coropagnoni's love 
affair with France bloomed 
Sunday as she gabbed her first 
World Cup giant slalom victory 
thanks to a storming second 
run. 

The fourth major triumph of 
(3ompaenoni's career, all 
achieved on French pistes, was 
one of the toughest as the 
Italian skier had to overcome a 
considerable first leg lead set 
by Anita Wachter. 

The Austrian overall World 
Cup leader, going for her thM 
g?ant slalom victory of the sea- 
son, looked poised for victory 
with a 0.44 second advantage 
over Compagnoni in foe first 
run. 

But Compamoni rave ever- 
thing she had on the seomd 
and Wachter made a series of 


errors on foe middle section to 
jneld to defeat by 0.24 seoonfo. 

M e ^ant slalom cham- 
rmlia Wiberg of 
Sweden took third place, more 
than a second behmd foe Ita- 
lian. 

Compamoni, criticised at 
home for ftuUng to win races in 
Italy, has twice won Woild 
Otp super-G races in Moezine, 
France, and earned her 
greatest success at last year's 
Albertville Olympics wbra foe 
won .,the super-G gold at 
Meribel. 

The Olympics provided her 
with her most pair^ memory, 
too, as she foil in the giant 
slalom, 24 hours after her gold 
medal trimpb, and sustained a 
serious knee injury which kept 
her out of action for months. 


25% Sale 




AJANI 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 

CHINESE AR'TWORKS 
BIG SALE 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

30% -40% 

Time; from Dec. 24, 1993 to Jan. 5, 1994 
Housing Bank Centre. 2nd floor. 

Chinese handicrafts and commodities 
Tel.: 687935, 611491 




Sanabel 

flower Shop 
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"We aren't afraid to take on 
European teams such as Nor- 
way, Ireland and Italy, If we 
want to go all the way what 
better than to take on foe big 
oocs at foe start,” said Mexico 
midfielder Garcia A^. 

"Italy will be the team to 
beat.” . 

Spain didn't mind being 
drawn in the same 0 oup as 
Aiifenrimjr champion Germany 
because *it was ooofident m 
beatiz^ the ofoer two teams in 
the group, Bolivia and South 
Korea. 

"OK” qriashed foe Madrid- 
based spe^ daily Marca in 
giant capital letters. 

"None of the groi^ is easy 
but, yes. I can say I am hap- 
py," said Spanifo nations 
team coach Javier Clemente. 

German coach Berti Vogtt 
was m DO mood to underesti- 
mate anyone. 

"Re m e m ber, bolivia beat 
Brazil aod Uruguay. And well 
have problems with South 
Korea because we don't know 
their style of play.” he said. 

Team captain Lothar Mattb- 
eans agrm, "Olivia and 
South Korea ar blank pages for 
ns. Bnt they must have 
strengths or they wonldn’t 
have qualified.’ 

The Americans were seeded 
because they are to host foe 
tournament and therefore 
avoided the tikes of Germany, 
Brazil, Aigentina, Italy and 


B^um. ! 

Ine dowq of that wo^ 

being dravvH^ against ihrcqi 
more teams Ihcv vill strurale 
to beat. Swi:,*crlani*. Colonfoia 
and Romania, 

"The Univ^d States clearly is 
foe weakest pf seeded 
teams.'* sai{| u^itzeriand's En- 
glish coach, Hodgson. 

'T feol goeii about the oppo- 
nents and about the venues* 
which should at least have am 
acceptable ellAiate.” 

The talent^ Dutch team 
appear to have an easy route to 
the second stage, meetuig 
neighbour Belgium and two 
teams with Utue World Cup 
p^groe, Morooco and Saudi 
Arabia. 

"The big advantage is that 
we know Beldum veiy well but 
I know absolutely nothing ab- 
out the other two teams,'*^said 
Dutch coad) Dick Advo^t,. 
asked to stay on in chaw 
foe ream now that ^an 
Cruyff is not taking the job.* 

Soccer officials from arountk 
the globe d.nshed across foe' 
United States Monday to pick 
their training sites for the 19M 
Worid Cup. 

It wasn’t exoaly like the Lus- 
Aneeles Dodgers' heading off 
to vero Beach, Fla., every- .. 
Februaryy to .start the season.* 
In international soccer, everyy-! 
thing is a production, with- 
months spent analysing the 
most minute detail. ' 


Compagnoni’s French 
love affair blossoms 


Al Dalai Establishment 

Offers the largest and widest assortment of perfumes 
and embroidery. 

There is no need to look for the best and most 
competitive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Establishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Two furnished apartments for rent. Each has tele- 
phone, central heating. 

Location: Shmeisanl, opposite Amman Al Gharbleh 
Gas Stat'ion. 

Please call tel. 601686. 


FOR RENT 

Ddme Furnished Apartmeot 

Abdoun, near the American Embassy. New build- 
ing with telephone, three bedrooms, three bath- 
rooms, modem kitchen. 

Please call the owner: 695341/822080 


Loves Birth Stones 
They are easy to carry! 
available in 18 KT. 
gold with unique designs. 




AJANI 






Amra Hotel - Amman. 


YOUR BEST X-MAS PRESENT 

PALESTINIAN EMBROIDERY 

Traditional "Fallahi" cross-stitch 


Price: 

JD12 




Widad Komet Kowar ond Tonio Tamari Nostr 
The book is available in English. Arabic & Gennan 

Sole distributors: 

ALFARIS PUBLISHING & DISTRIBUTION CO. 
TEL: 605432 - 685501 

P.O.BOX 9157, Amman> ^t191 - JORDAN 


- -J" 

. ..sir* 

:> 


iCfaieins 


TtU 6341 ^ [gSSm 


fmuapwlphia 


STONE COLD 

Starring; Brian Bosworth 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


M gf Td.: 67700 Qaema 

CONCORD 

CONCORD 
Beauty and the Beast 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8J0. 10:30 

CONCORD 

Dancing Heavenly Booties a, 

Shcrwi: 3:13. 6. 8:13. 10:15 

Hi America Play Shiw. K:.H) I I 


Td.: 699Z38] 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

AL BASHA (ARABIC) 

Stews: 12J0. 3:13. 5:00. 6J0. 8J0. Kh30 


td.: €7SSni 


NabI & tWarifs Td.i 62S1SST 


A popular fxdKicaj comedy 
Adore: Abeer Issa, Deoud Jafojd. 
HassM Ai Shear. Fuad Shaman 
In addition lo .other comedians 
Evary'nioht M 6:15 
Tiske^ asa add al.-day 


The political comeay 

WfiCOK ARAB 5UIW 

E3aily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

EngtM synopsis avalMUe 
The Iheatre wUl be dosed from 
25/12/63 tin Monday 3/1/1994 
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Algeria to sign nuclear treaty. 

•ALGIERS (AFP) — Algeria is to sign the nuclear non- 
proliferation Treaty, Foreign Minister Mohammad Salah De- 
inbri said Tuesday at the inauguration of the country's second 
experimental nuclear reaaor. “Algeria is acting on the progress 
made in bilateral nuclear disarmament,".said Mr. Dembri, who 
called -for ''progress on the issue of security for non-nudear 
^ates and a (luidear) test ban,” On the Middle East he called for 
''concrete and determined efforts to create, in this region, a zone 
w^pons of mass destruction,'* which ifflplie(f all nudear 
fadlities in the region should only have a chnlian use, he said. 
Earlier education minister Ahmad Djebbar inaugurated the 'Ain 
> Oussera 15-Megawatt nuclear- plant, with Chinese help and 
'which was to go. on-stream on Tuesday two years after its 
inspection by the International Atomic 'Energy Agen^. 

Tlirkish minister snubs Iranian visitor 

ANKARA (AFP) — Security and trade talks between Turkey 
wd Iran- wound up here Tuesday in the marked absence of 
; Deputy Premier Murat Karayaldn. who refused to meet 

•visiting Iranian first Vice-President Hassan Habibi. Sources 
dose to the government said the deputy pKcnier's boycott was 

• sparked the reftisal of Mr. Habibi to lay a. wreath, as foreign 
dignitaries generally do. at the mausoleum of Kemal Ataturk. 
tlM founder of modem Turkey as a lay state. Mr. Habibi'.s talks 
with Prime Minister Tansu Gller saw agreement on promoting 
re^onal development through “hiajor steps" in security and 
trade. Bilateral ties have been cool of late because of Kurdish 
sseparatist unrest in south-east Turkey. The government here 
'openly accuses Iran of supporting rebels of the Kurdish Labour 

• wrly and giving them left^. The same charge is made against 
Syria. Mr. HaUU announced fresh measures at the border, and 
,Ms. Ciller said she hoped the jemt frontier region would 
“become one of peace." 

Banned Kurds lodge sy>peal in Germany 

BONN (AFP) — Lawyers for the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
and 35 other Kurdish organisations banned in Germany a jmonth , 
ago said here Tuesday they were lodging an appeal with the 
federal administrative court to have the banning orders over- 
turned. The ban ordered by Interior Minister Manfred father 
was “the continuation of Ae Turkish state's policy of 
rion," argued lawyer Carl Heydenreidi. Witii the ban a^rang 
many cultural associations suspected of serving as a cover for the 
PKK. whole culn^ and political life" of Kur^ in 
Germany was being killed off. he said. 

Mitterrand passes prostate cancer tests 

PARIS (AFP) — Tests carried out on French Pre»dent Francois 
hfitterrand, 77. for his prostate cancer showed “normar’ results, 
a six-monthly medical bulletin said Tuesday. Ecographies and 
biological tests turned up no cancerous anomalies at local or 
gene^ level, said the bulletin, signed by his personal physician. 
Claude Gubler. 

Israel, China agree long-term coal deal 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israel is to buy coal from China under a 
long-tenn deal agreed last week, an braeli energy official said on 
Tuesday. He said ^ d ea l ^l^d.,for annual shipments of up to 
T20 jlOO toones^ikew c o^ ro in Oina. Israel would ^ China 
'between S2.S and million a year for the- coal. 

UNI.TA rebels agree to return to peace talks 

LUSAKA (R) — UNTTA rebels said on Tuesday th^ would 
return to peace talks with the Angolan goveroment after a U.N. 
military team reported on their diarge that the Angolan 
government tried to kill their leader. Jonas Savimbi. Today, we 
will start our negotiations and we will have a session witii the 
mediators and observers to discuss the political agenda and 
tomorrow we will go into the ptenaiy ses^n," UNTTA 
spokesman Jorge Valentim told , reporters; 

Second Turkquestioned in papal shooting 

ROME (AFP) — Italian investigating magistrates carrying out a 
third probe into the 1981 shooting of Pope John Paul 11 by 
Tuiiti^ gunman Ali Ages have begun questioning a second 
Turi^ suspect extradited from France last week. Judges 
Rosario Priore and Antonio Marini ^ni four hours at a Rome 
prison late Mraday qnioing Oral Celik, who admitted belonging 
to the same extreme rigjit-wnng group as Agca. tbe.Grey Wol'ves. 
legal sources reported. Agca. serving a life senteooe for the Saint 
Fact’s Square attack wfa^ wounded tiie Pope, has alleged that 
Celik was his accomplice. 

Ethlopla-Sudan talks in Khartoum 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan and Ethiopia have begun hi^ 
level talks on cooperation between the two neighbouring 
countries. The Ethiopian side is headed by. Prime Minister 
Tamrat Layne and^ &e Sudanese by vice-president, Major- 
General Zubair Mohammad Salih, state-run television reported 
Monday night. The television said besides Geh. Zubeir, the 
Sudani side to the talks wbkh will end on Thursday includes 
the ministers in the energy, economic and services sectors 
besides politicians. Mr. Layne is accompanied by his ministers of 
forei^ affairs, defence, finance, trareport aird commuiuCation, 
trade and investment, education and the commissioner of relief. 

Moroccan foreign minister visits Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — hforoccan Foreign Minister Abdul Latif Rlali 
arrived in Tehran on Tu^ay, the most senior official from 
Morocco to viat sanoe die Islamic revolution in 1979., the Iranian 
news agency IRN A sskL Mr. Filali said on arrival that during the 
two-day visit be would discuss bilateral ties and exchange views 
on other issues with Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, IRNA added. Iran and Morocco resumed diplomatic 
ties in 1991 after a 10-year break. Relations were cut after King 
. Hassan of Morocco took in bis old friend the Shah of Iran, who 
had fied tte 1979 revolution led by Ayatollah Rnhollah 
Khomeini. 

Iran saya 2$ escape from Iraqi camp 

NICOSIA (R) — Twenty-six Iranian civilians seized by Iraqi 
troops at the outset of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war escaped ^m an 
Iraqi camp last week and returned home, tiie Iranian news 
agency reported. It quoted the escapees, who crossed the border 
back into Iran on Monday, as saying the Ir^U were holding 
scores of Iranian families seized from border villages during the 
war. Hassan Sikkini said he and his femily kidnapped from their 
village near the southern port of Khorramshahr wd were Iwld in 
several camps in Iraq during 13 years of captivity. He said the 
Iraqis gave them meagre food rations and for most of the time 
kept United Nations representatives from contacting them. 
IRNA said. The agency said the group of 26 escaped from 
Dojaila camp inkut province. 

Cyprus government denies shooting report 

NICOSIA (R) — The government, of Cyprus strongly, denied 
Tuesday allegations by Turkish Cypriots that Greek Cypriot 
soldiers fired across the buffer zone dividing Nicosia. .“’T^se 
allegations, which have been dismissed by the United Nations 
peacekeefHng force in Cyprus (UNFICYP), are all imaginary," 
Spokesman Yiannakis Cassoulides toid journalists. Turkey's 
!• Anatolia news agency said Greek Cypriots fired three rounds 
from Nicosia’ central prison before dawn on Monday. Citing 
Turkish Cypriot officials, the agency also said that it was the fifth 
indent in the past few days. An UNFICYP spokesman told 
Reuters he was not aware of any shooting and that the force 
! would investigate the reports. 


* 


Pope due in Lebanon , also 
wants to visit Holy Land 


VATICAN emr (A^des) 
— Pope John Paul U said 
Tuesday he wiD visit Lebanon 
in Ae and hopes also to 
risit tiie Holy Land 
The Pope annonneed his 
travel plans in a year-«nd mes- 
sase to cardinals. 


The trip to Lebanon had 
already been reported by 
Lebanese offidals and has 
been months in -the plannin g 
stages with tiie return of rela- 
tive calm following the 14-year 
dvQ war. 

But a bombing Monday at 
the headquarters of Lebanon’s 
largest Christian politi^ P^rty 
that killed at least two people 
and wounded 130 was a remin- 
der that bitter rivalxte persi^. 

. In his speech to the cardin- 
als, tiie Pope recalled the snf- 
ferins of that “tormented 
laod.*^ He stressed tiiat his trip 
would be strictly religions and 


pastoral and that heliOT|^ to 
meet with Mnslims and Christ- 

ians: 

[fe said be lonted to make aootbet 
trip to tbe Middle East to visit 
tiie main sites linked to the 
Christian feitii.' 

'The Pope has accepted in 
principle an invitation by 
Israeli ofSdals, bat such a trip 
is apparently finked to tire 
estaohshment of diplomatic re- 
lations iritb Israel. 


The Vatican on Monday 
confirmed that an historic 
a^ement to forge such links 
WiD be signed Dec. 30 in occu- 
pied Jerusalem, although for- 
mal relations still be sever- 
al months away. 

Pom Paul vI visited the 
Holy Land in 1964. 

Diplomatic sources say the 
Pope and isfaeli President 
'Ezct Weizman will exchange 
personal envoys on Dec. 30. 
Puli ambassadors will be 
appointed by the end of next 
April. 

Jb his address, tbe Pope said 
be hoped his tr^ to Lebanon, 
expected to take place at the 
end of May or the b^inning of 
June, could -help the healing _ 
process begun three years ^ ' 
after a devastating 15-year dril 
war. 

'T h<^, .later, to be able to 
return to me Middle East, cra- 
dle of tiie three monotiieistic 
refi^ons — Judaism, Christ- 
ian^ and Islam .^. " Pope 
John ^ul said Tuesday. 

The 73-year-old pontiff said 
he wanted to visit “aU the 
prindpal sites" connected to 
the origins of Oiristiamty as 
well as those linked to Old 
Testament figures such as 
Abraham. 

This indicateri the trip tire 
Pope has in mind may be a 


wider one taking in otiier coun- 
tries such as E^pt and Jordan 
The Pope gave no indication 
when that second trip to tiie 
Middle East would takO' place. 



Leb^on's top Shiite Muslim 
Inndameotaiist deric said on 
Tnesday the Vatican’s plan to 
open full dqilofflatic ties with 
Israel was vexy dangerous and 
would strengthen me Jewish 
state and w^en- tiie . Arab& 

But Sheikh Mohammad 
Hussein Fadlallah smd Pope 
John Paul’s, sdreduled viat to 
Lebanon year wonld be 
welcome a$ loiu as be does not 
lock himself Izi internal 
Lebanese politics. 

**We feel the danger of the 
Vatican’s recognition of &rael 
... it gives moral strength to 
Israel, puttizm indirect press- 
ure on tbe Palestinian stand 
and weakening it," be said. 

Sheikh Fadl^ah told Reu- 
ters in an interview the P<^' 
'•appeared to have come nxufer 
pressure to recognise Israel but 
that it was unexcusable to do 
so. 

“The Vatican officially is the 
sbte of Jesus Christ. If Jesus 
Christ was present, would he 
have submitted to pressure?" 
he asked. 

‘Tf he..'was preset he would 
have conftoztied international 
oppressors and stood by the 


Pope John Pool II 

ODpressed Palestmfans in all of 


Sheikh Fadlallah, who holds 
the Shiite Muslim religious 
rank of Ayatollah, said the 
recognition would have nega- 
tive rqiercussioos on at least 
the feelings of Lebanese, 
Arabs and Muslims towards 
tiie Pope. 

“We don't see the Pope’s 
visit as an extraordinaiy event 
but we see it as a ^>od thing ... 
ft would- give a moral boost to 
the Lebanese dimate if ft is 
conducted in a balanced way," 
.Shwich Fadlallah said. 

Ife said tire papal visit could 
create some internal problems 
as some Lebanese would to 
capitalise on it to stir political 
and sectarian problems. . 

“We want tiie visit to be 
balanced ... because we don’t 
want the Pope's visit to enter 
tire small Lebanse political 
game,” he said. 


Israel and PLO meet again 1 500 dead because of 

(Continued fron page 1) offer a series of “nationaT S $1 ¥1 flTl S 1 

gestures such as tbe right to a . a/ 


(Cont m ned from page 1) 

•— Israelis and other n<m- 
Palestinians would not be sub- 
jea to Palestinian control. 

— Israel rejected a PLO 
request for an international 
presence at the border cros- 
sings. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin indirectly con- 
firmed the compromise. He 
spoke of a Palestinian presence 
at txirder crossinp and sug- 
gested Israel mi^t compronv 
^ on the size of the Jeridiq 
district. 

“It's a qu^on of coordinat- 
ing the Palestinian prestf ce at 
bender crassiags,'^^ Mr. llabin 
told reporters '‘after* a par- 
.liatndbt^ foreign affairs and 
defence jcommittee meeting. 

Israel must bar entry to 
those who can threaten ^eli 
security and to Palestiniam 
who u^r braeli law ate not 
allowed to resettle in their 
homdand, said Mr. Rabhu 
who is alro defence -minister. 

{foreign Minister Peres last 
week also spoke of a symbolic 
Palestinian presence at tbe 
borders, but the PLO has 
asked to at least have joint 
control of the crossing. 

• Mr. Rabin said during the 
meeting that J^el would not 
allow the Jericho region to 
include the Almog and Elisha 
settlements, or stretdi as for as 
the Dead Sea and the Jordan 
Valley, a parliamentary source 
said. 

He thus suggested that Israel 
could broadmi hs initial plan 
for Jericho by several dcoeu . 
kilonietres of desert between 
these areas, the source said. 

Israeli officials said Mr. 
Rabin has told Mr. Peres to 


offer a series of “nationaT 
gestures such as tbe right to. a 
Palestinian flag, national 
anthem and stamps. 

Mr. Arafat had insisted on a 
range of • what Israel terns 
“signs of sovereignty" when he 
met Mr. Rabin in a bid to 
break the deadlock in Cairo on 
Dec. 12. but the prime minister 
refused. 

'Die premier met his delega- 
tion Tuesday morning and 
ruled out any concessions on 
“external security," Israel 
Rm!o reported. 

“Israel will keep bold of 
everything Unked to security 
needs along the borders.. Once 
this is agreed there is room for 
manoeuvre," a senior -official 
who attend^ tiie briefing raid. 

Norway’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Jan Egeland said 
Monday Israel the PLO 
were dose to agreement oxi the 
size of a Palestinian poUoe 
force that will replace Israeli 
sokfieis in the Gaza Strip and 
Jeridio. 

Some 50 delegates from 16 
countries, induding Russia and 
tbe United States, met in Oslo 
to dSscuss the fioani^ and the 
structure of the police force, a 
key dement of tiie autonomy. 

“The conference turned out 
to be more focused on concrete 
measures than the participants 
bad expected," Mr. Egeland 
told the media. 

“In terms of numbes there is 
Htde that divides the pod- 
tions of the two parties, he 
added. 

Western donor countries 
and the Middle East stateil 
involved in tbe peace process 
agreed to meet in Paris in the 
second half of January to con- 
tinue the talks. 


Res^ations hit Islamic front 


(Coutinaed from page 1) 

bets only a few days before' 
bur Shura elections. Their 
membership applications will 
be studied -ai^ decided upon 
in due time," said the lAF 
statement. 

“The resignation of execu- 
tive committee members 
three days before (the panel) 
is legally oblig^ to dissolve 
itself is meaningless," said 
the statement. “Statements 
made at the meeting were 
provocative but not insult- 
ing," as Mr. Abu Ghanimeh 
h^ t^d tiie press on Mon- 
day. 

“We regret the publication 
of internal lAF (fifferences in 
tbe press. It is against party 
regulations and blamic mor- 
als to air differences of Opin- 
ion in a public forum rather 
thw in our party meeting," 
added tbe statement refeiring 
to the sbe members who dis- 
tributed a statement to the 
press Monday night announc- 
ing their resignation. 

The applications of the 
new wQuId-be members, said 
the statement, had “not gone 
through the proper channels" 
and thus the committee 
would not consider the ap- 
plications at tins stage. 

But Mr. Abu Ghanimeh 
said the holding of Shura 
elections before the appli- 
cants* membership was consi- 
dered would be “undemocra- 
tic" and a “scandal." 

“If elections are held be- 
fore this dilenuna is resolved 
more resignations follow,” he 
warned. 

“Since the elections will be 
held on lYiday, our move was 


more' symbolic than strate^c; 
it did not agnal a rift," said 
Deputy Haoaua Said.one of tbe 
six executive committee 
members vriio resigned. 

Mr. Said one of 16 lAF 
members in the Lower House 
of p^iament said: “There 
are differences of opinion but 
it has not come to 'serious 
resignations'; this is like a 
'trial resigindofl'.'' ' It was an 
apparent attempt to play 
down a total rupture within 
the party at this stage. 

The lAF executive com- 
mittee members who res- 
igned were former Minister 
of Health Kandil Shaker, de- 
puties Said and .Ahmad Kofe- 
hi, Ali Otoum, Rajeh Kurd! 
and Mr. Ghanimeh. *niey 
represent the “old sebooT of 
the Muslim Brotherhood that 

“limits its accommodation 
• with the existing order," said 
a source dose to the lAF. 

“The new TAF leadership 
is too lax in opposing the 
peace process,' said one 
source. 

The “rejectionists’ were 
voted down when they prop- 
osed boycotting the election 
in protest over the one- 
person, one-vote amendment 
introduced to tbe Election 
Law this summer, 

Sources close to the lAF 
executive committee said 
Tuesday that three other 
memben of the committee 
could resign prior to the hold- 
ing of the last meeting of ihe 
present Shura on Thursday. 

“If demands to expand 
lAF ranks are not met Ity the 
existing leadership, then at 
least three more pMple conid 
resign," said the source. 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — 
Almost 500 people, induding 
200 babies, have died because 
of the -U.N. sanction imposed 
on Libya in April 1992, an 
offidal report said here iSies- 
day. 

. The reiwn was issued on the 
fifth anniversary of the Pan 
Am Plane bombing' over the 
Scottish village of Lockerbie. 

The U.N. air traffic embargo 
was the cause of many deaffis 
because it complicates the 
treatment' abroad of serious- 
ly ill or injured people and 
delays the import of m^idne, 
the report sajd:" - 

Itsaid-aiowd 8j600 people 
were being deprive of urgent 
medical care outside Libya. 

'The sanctions have also 
pushed foreign workers to quit 
their jobs in Libya, said the 
report. On average, around 
100 employees were deserting 
the health sector each month. 

'The sanctions, which ban air 
travel to and from Libya, have 
cost Libyan carriers more than 
S5I0 million, according to the 
reporL 

Agricultural output has fal- 
len by 44 per cent, with S234 
million in lost earnings because 
of delays in imports of plants, 
fertilizers and other piquets 
to fight pests. 

Apart from the air emba^, 
the U.N. Security Coundl in 
April 1992 also imposed di- : 
plomatic and arms sanctions. 

On Dec. 1. the Security 
Coundl tightened the sanc- 
tions, banning some equip- 
ment used in die oil industry; 
Libya's main source of re- 
venue, and freezing part of its 
assets abroad. 

The sanctions are aimed at 
fordng Libya into handijig 
over two Suspects wanted in 
the West for the Lockerbie 
bombing of Dec. 21, IS^ that 


cost 270 lives. 

British relatives of the victims, 
of the blast asked Prime British 
Minister John Major on Tues- 
day to Older an inqirity into the 
attack. 

In a letter to tbe Guardian 
oewsp^r, one of tbe rela- 
tives. Martin Cadman, re- 
newed an appeal made a year 
ago to Mr. Major td laun^ a 
public inquiry, into the bomb- 
ing of Fli^t 103. . 

Mr. Cadman, whose son was 
on tbe plane, said no substan- 
tial progress had been made 
tow-aeds lestabKafaing- who 
planted- the 'bonrb on -the 
Boeing 747. 

• He accused the government 
of foot-dragging and said rela- 
tives had been told some time 
ago by Cecfl Parldnson. a for- 
mer transport minister, that an 
inquiry had been refused “at 
the highest level." 

Mr. Cadman asked Mr. Ma- 
jor “Can you tell us what is 
your problem? 270 people 
were killed in this bizarre 
tragedy. Tbe government 
either knows all it needs to 
know and it will not tell (as a 
member of the U.S. presiden- 
tial commission told one of us) 
or does nto know and does not 
want to know, which in unbe- 
lievable.” 

Mr. Major's office had no 
immediate comment on the let- 
ter. •« 

But British media reports 
said this week Syria could have 
been involved. 

The Sunday Times newspap- 
er and the British Broadcasting 
Corporation said electronic 
timers of the type used in the 
bombing could have found 
tbeir way to Syrian-based guer- 
rillas through the East German 
Stasi security police (see page 
2 ). 


Christmas 
spirit 
flagging in 
Bethlehem 

BETHLEHEM, Occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — The 
mayor of Bethlehem 
threatened Tuesday to cancel 
Christmas celebrations unless 
Israeli authorities backed 
down from a demand to re- 
move a Palestinian flag outside 
dty hall, municipal offidats 
said. 

The flag was raised at the 
municipality, on Manger 
Square, in the morning and 
Israel's military governor im- 
mediately ordered it taken 
down, the officials said. 

“If they come and remove it, 
celebrations will be cancelled," 
a dty official quoted Mayor 
Elias Freij as saying. 

Mr. Freij convened an 
emer^ncy meeting of the dty 
coundl to discuss, ihe dispute. 

Bethlehem, the birthplace of 
Jesus, has been under Israeli 
military occupation since the 
1967 war. *rhe dty, joyftil at 
Israel-Palesline Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
talks, resumed Christmas 
celebrations this year after a 
six-year break because of an 
uprising against Isradi occupa- 
tion. 

“We thought this year is a 
spedal year because of the 
p^ce agreement, so we de- 
dded to put up the Palestinian 
flag," said Jamal Salman, 
secretary of the Bethlehem 
munidpdity. 

Rumours immediately swept 
tbe town that celebrations 
would be cancelled because of 
tiie dispute, but Mr. Salman 
said they would proceed under 
any drcumstances. 

Flying Palestinian flags was 
grounds for arrest before the 
Sept. 13 aiinonomy accord, arid 
tbe Israeli roilitaty authorities 
that rim the West Bank said 
the ban reihains for public in- 
stitutions. 

“Yes there is a dedaration 
of prindples betweenithe PLO 
and Israel, but tfae area is still 
under the control of the milit- 
ary iDyfiTROr." said'-Miljdr.ElL 
ise Shazar, spoke^votaiaii fdr 
the mifitaiy. 

Meanwhile the PLO. testing 
its wings dttpite .the .delay in 
implemed'ting the 'autonomy 
accord, declared Christmas a 
national holiday for both 
Christians and Muslims. - 

“We the sons of tiie national 
movements, dedded to trans- 
form this occasion into an ex- 
traordinary national event. We 
call on boy scouts to raise 
Palestinian flags and to play 
national music to make . the 
festivities a symbol for our 
struggle for independence," 
said a statement si^ed by tbe 
PLO's mainsream Fateh and 
two other factions. 

' On Tuesday shopkeepers in 
Bethlehem o^rv^ a general 
strike called ^ the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) in solidarity with 
Palestinians held in Israeli pris- 
ons. 

In Manger Square dozens 
of armed Israeli soldiers were 
busy buflding a stage to be 
used by dmrch choirs. The 
square outside the Church of 
the Nativity has frequently 
been the site of clashes be- 
tween Palestinians and Israeli 
troops. 



New York FBI chief suspended 
for remarks on bombing trial 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Fedend Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) Director Louis 
Freeh suspended the top FBI 
agent in New York Gty for 
talking in a television interview 
about the World Trade Centre 
bombing while the trial is ^ing 
CHI, the bureau said 'Tuesday. 

James Fox, the assistant 
director in charge of the New 
York office, was suspiended 
Dec. 10 for comments made on 
the Dec. 4 broadcast of “11 
News Oose-up" on television 
station WPDC, an FBI official 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

In the broadcast interview, 
Mr. Fox responded to a ques- 
tion about reports that FBI 
informant Emad ^lem ^ve 
the FBI information prior to 
the Worid Trade Centre bomb- 
fog on Feb. 26. 

“He (Salem) gave us no- 
thing. No one gave us any- 
thing," Mr. Fox was quoted by 
New^y as raying. “If we had 
information, we would have 
prevented the bombing." 

Mr. Fox became an agent in 
1962 and has headed the New 
York office for six yearf. He 
had been scheduled to retire 
Jan. 3. the FBI said. 

“Director Freeh made the 
decision to place A^stant 
Direoor Fox on administrative 
leave with pay until his retire- 


ment in January," FBI qxikes- 
man John Collingwood said 
Tuesday, reading an official 
statement. 

“He did so after carefully 
reviewing inappropriate public 
comments Fox made about 
pen^ng prosecution," he said, 
adding that he was “not at 
liberty to say” bow Mr. Freeh 
became aware of Mr. Fox's 
Comments. 

Tbe suspention Was reported 
first by New YorkNew^yin 
Tuesday's editions. 

“Our policy is not to talk 
about pending cases, particu- 
larly when it’s still at trial," 
said the FBI offidal. 

Taped conveesaffons 

Transcripts of convetsatidns 
between a defendant in the 
Worid Trade. Centre bombing 
case and a man prosecutors say 
is a fugitive in the attack likely 
will be played for a jury. 

. The iawyerfor Ahmad Ajaj, 
27, of Houston urged Judge 
K^n Du^ to rejea the tapes 
because prosecutors did not 
turn them over to the defence 
before the Sept. 14 start of the 
trial. Ajaj b cM of four people 
on trial in the. blast. - 

Mr. Dufty said Monday he 
was inclined to let the jury read 
transcripts of the conversa- 
tions. He said he would issue a 


ruling on Tuesday. 

During a hearing Monday, 
Mr. Campriello objected to the 
jail house conversations be- 
tween Mr. Ajaj and Ramzi 
Yousef, 26, the fiigitive. 

The government says the 
talks were taped between 1992 
and last April, when Mr. 
Yousef visited Mr. Ajaj in jail. 

The two came to the Unil^ 
States together on Sept. 1, 
1992. but Mr. Ajaj was stop- 
ped by -U.S. customs agents 
because he carried a false pass- 
port. 

Ifo was in jail from then 
through Feb. 26, when the 
bomb exploded at the trade 
centre, killing six people and 
injuring more dian 1,000. hfr. 
Yousef, who fled ^ United 
States the day of the explosion, 
has been accused of tiering 
chemicals to make the bomb. 

Assistant U.S, Attorney Gil- 
more Chifdeis says Mr. Ajaj 
arrived in thb country with the 
formula for the bomb, includ- 
ing manuals, tndeota^ and 
cassette tapes. 

'The ^ernment doesn't 
have a l^ly sufficient case 
against Mr. Ajaj, and what 
they are trying to do is.. .to 
take an Innuendo there and 
parlay that into evidence 
against him," Mr. Caropreillo 
told Mr. Duffy on a day when 
the jury was not in court.' 


Clinton aide’s 
son charged * , 

with drug sale 

LHTLE ROCK. Ark. (R) — ; 
The son of U.S. Surgeon , 
General Joycclyn Elders, who ' 
earlier this month praised the ; 
idea of legalising drugs, has ; 
been charged with selling' 
cocaine to an undercover offio- s 
er, police said Monday. Kevin i 
Elders, 28, “has been charged i 
with one count of delivery of j 
cocaine,” said Lieutenant; 
Charles HoMaday of tbe Little I 
Rock . Police Department. If j 
convicted on the char^, ^vin • 
could serve 40 years to life in < 
prison, Holladay told Reuters. , 
A warraDt for Elders* arrest 
was issued last week but he,V 
waited until Monday to turn'\ 
himself in, police said. He was 
fingerprinted, photographed - 
and released on a S2.500 bond : 
after being ordered to appear =• 
for a hearing on F^. 22 in 
Littie Rock Munidpal Court, 
Ll Holladay said. The police 
said Elders was chained with 
selling one-eighth of an ounce : 
(33 grams) of cocaine to an ' 
undercover police officer for 
S275 in cash. In interviews over 
the weekend, he had specu- , 
lated that police were seeking | 
hb arrest to embarrass hb I 
mother politically. Police de- : 
hied this. *'He sold cocaine to . 
an undercover officer who. did 
not know who he was. He 
received $275 for that drug, ft 
had nothing to do with poli- 
ti'es." Lt. Holladay said. 

NAACP comes 
to aid of Jackson 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
NAACP came to the aid. of 
beleaguered pop superstar 
Michael Jackson, roundly cri^ 
cising |H«5s coverage of his 
misfortunes. Jackson has been 
aoaised in a civil lawsuit of 
sexually niolesting a 13-year- 
old boy, and police are investi- 
gating the allegations to detef- 
mine if criming char^ should 
'be brou^Fagaihst the 3S-ye^ 
■old sing^, Jackson recratly 
- returned to fos Neyerland 'V^- 
ley (State near Santa Bacba'ra, 
altout 240' lulometres. north of 
Los Angeles, after receiving 
treatment for, an addiction to 
painkilling drugs at an undis- 
closed location in Europe.' 
Jaricson admitted hb addiction 
hi a videotaped statement after 
abruptly cancelling hb world 
concert tour whOe in Mexico 
City and. flying to Europe with 
his close friend Elizabeth 
TaylOT. Jackson's woes have 
made headlines around the^’ 
world. On Monday, Shannon'; 
Reeves, the western region' 
director of the National Ass<S" 
datipn for the Advancemeni of 
Coloured People (NAACP);. 
accused the press of trying and 
convicting tiie entertainer be- 
fore he has had hb day in 
court. “We understand that 
the allegations fadng Michael 
Jackson are serious. However;, 
the NAACP western region 
takes no position on Mr. Jack- 
son's innocence or guilt in tius 
matter. Our primary asneern is 
that Mr. Jackron is being tried 
and convicted jn the press," 
the dvil rights leader told a 
news conference. He said that 
if Jackson was criminally, 
charged, he would be tried 
a court room not a news^V 
room," by an elected or 
appointed judge “and not by a 
televbion news anchorman.''- 

Trump weds 
Maples 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Real estate magnate and casi; 
no operator. Donald Trump 
married actress Marla Maples 
in a lavish Plaza Hotel cere- 
mony Monday night anended 
by 1,000 guests including 
celebrities from the worlds erf 
film, music, sports and politics. 
Trump. 47. announced just 
eight days ago that he would 
mariY Maples, 29, a dance^ 
and singer and the mother or 
their 9--week-old dau^ter Tif- 
fany, Trump, dressed in a 
black tuxedo, led hb radiant 
new wife down the stairs of the 
hotel's grand ballroom after 
the ceremony and posed play- 
^ly for photographers, kissing 
her on the lips as he dipped her 
close to the ground. Maples 
wore a flowing wBite gown Ity 
Carolina Herrera, with a $2 

million 350-diamond tucked 
into her bridal veil. The tiara 
was lent for the evening by 
Winston: 
^ked If the couple planned to 
have more children. Maples: 
clutching a bouquet of purple 
flowers merely rolled fier 


•j a reilpF, 

said Trump, who has thra 
y<»ng children from his fto 
wife Ivana. ■•|fs ^ 

memorable ewriing." ' 





